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CHAPTER  I 

A  WAYFARING  IRISHMAN 

In  August,  1791,  Daniel  Rogan,  an  industrious  immigrant, 

landed  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Rogan' s  background  was  certainly  Irish 

and  perhaps  Roman  Catholic  as  well.  The  Irish,  despised  and  persecuted 

by  their  English  conquerors,  had  belatedly  "discovered"  America.'*'  A 

new  attitude  toward  Irish  immigrants  prevailed  throughout  the  United 

States, ^  and  vessels  came  annually  to  the  important  ports  laden  with 

3 

passengers  from  Erin. 

However,  when  Daniel  Rogan  set  out  for  America  from  Dublin, 
there  was  as  yet  no  mass  migration  of  the  Catholic  Irish.  They  were 
too  poor. 4-  There  was,  nevertheless,  a  steady  exodus.  For  these  emi¬ 
grants  the  voyage  itself  proved  no  sudden  panacea  for  the  ill-usage 
they  were  leaving  behind,  and,  being  of  a  good  stock  that  stood  between 
the  gentry  and  the  farm  laborers,  their  departure  created  a  great  void 


■'■James  O'Connor,  History  of  Ireland ,  1798-1924  (2  vols.,  London, 
1926),  I,  35. 

/ 

O 

^Stella  H.  Sutherland,  Population  Distribution  in  Colonial 
America  (New  York,  1936),  87-88. 

^Carl  Wittke,  We  Who  Built  America  (New  York,  1940),  47. 

^Constant ia  Maxwell,  Country  and  Town  in  Ireland  Under  the 
Georges  (Dundalk,  1949),  113. 
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in  their  small  class.  After  the  competitive  lures  of  ships'  captains 

and  masters  received  a  heavy  response  among  the  Irish,  the  only  compe- 

£ 

tit  ion  that  remained  was  that  for  berths.  When  Daniel  Rogan  left  his 
native  land,  the  result  of  the  latter  situation  was  the  use  of  unsea¬ 
worthy  boats  that  were  grossly  overcrowded  and  scantily  supplied  with 
inferior  provisions.  One  or  more  deaths  occurred  on  most  voyages, 
water  was  polluted,  passengers  slept  in  relays.^7 

The  Passenger  Act  of  1803  throws  light  in  retrospect  on  the 
dismal  experience  of  the  earlier  Irishmen  who  had,  before  that  date, 
been  emboldened  to  make  the  hazardous  crossing  in  order  to  settle  on 
an  equally  hazardous  frontier.  By  the  terms  of  the  act,  ships  were 
required  to  carry  food  for  twelve  weeks.  For  each  passenger  there 
were  to  be  provided  one  half  pound  of  meat,  one  and  one  half  pounds  of 
biscuits  or  oatmeal,  one  half  pound  of  molasses,  and  one  gallon  of 
water  daily.®  Ships  could  carry  only  one  passenger  for  each  two  tons 
of  unladen  capacity.  Each  ship  had  to  provide  itself  with  a  surgeon. 
Other  requirements  dealt  with  a  miserable  standard  of  cleanliness  that 
was  to  be  maintained.  The  use  of  ships'  logs  was  made  mandatory. 


^Carl  Wittke,  The  Irish  in  America  (Baton  Rouge,  1956),  6; 
Donald  F.  Forrester,  "A  Study  of  the  Migration  of  Catholics  to  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Region  from  1769  to  1810"  (M.A.  Thesis,  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity  of  America,  1934),  6. 

^Stanley  C.  Johnson,  A  History  of  Emigration  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  North  America,  1763- 1912  (New  York,  1914) ,  101. 
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Personal  bonds  to  fortify  the  responsibility  of  ships'  officers  were 
initiated. ^  Thus  a  bill  enacted  more  than  a  decade  after  Rogan  left 
home  reveals  the  startling  lack  of  decency  with  which  his  generation 
of  emigrants  had  been  treated,  causing  even  those  Irish  lads  who  could 
afford  to  flee  to  undergo,  in  the  flight  itself,  one  last  indignity. 

The  ship  which  brought  Rogan  into  the  port  of  Baltimore  was 
only  one  of  746  which  arrived  there  that  year."^  This  had  been  a  busy 
year  for  the  old  city  of  the  Calverts.  So  why  should  anyone  record  the 
arrival  of  another  Irish  immigrant?  For  the  Irishman,  however,  it  was 
an  eventful  day.  Having  departed  from  Dublin  while  he  was  still  nine¬ 
teen,  he  beheld  his  destination  on  August  25,  the  occasion  of  his 
twentieth  birthday.  He  must  have  been  doubly  grateful  as  he  touched 
land  again.  However,  what  his  emotions  were  that  day,  who  the  family 
he  had  left  behind,  what  the  reason  for  leaving  home,  he  never  revealed. 

What  treasures,  great  or  small  --  money,  possessions,  raiment  --  he  had 

12 

brought  or  left  behind,  he  never  discussed.  Only  a  portion  of  his 

large  library  of  leatherbound  books,  many  written  in  strange  and  ancient 

13 

languages,  remained  until  others  could  tell  of  them. 

9ldem. 

10j.  Thomas  Scharf,  The  Chronicles  o f  Balt imore  (Baltimore, 
1874),  262. 

Hjames  Wood  Rogan,  "Rogan  Family  Record,"  typed  copy  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  author,  1.  James  W.  Rogan,  Daniel's  oldest  grand¬ 
son,  knew  his  grandfather  well,  being  intimately  associated  with  him 
during  the  last  decade  of  Daniel's  life. 

12james  Rogan,  "Sketch  of  My  Life,"  manuscript  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  author,  1,  6. 

13 

Thomas  M.  Owen,  History  of  Alabama  and  Diet  ionary  of  Ala¬ 
bama  Biography  (4  vols. ,  Chic  ago,  1921),  IV,  1456. 
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Like  numerous  immigrants  thronging  Eastern  ports  in  those 
days,  Daniel  Rogan  assumed  anonymity  --  or  had  it  thrust  upon  him.  Bad 
penmanship,  confused  spellings,  family  legends,  similarity  of  names,  and 
lost  records  make  impossible  any  definite  statement  about  Rogan  at  this 
period  of  his  life,  until  the  year  1797,  when  in  Frederick  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  on  March  1,  he  married  Catherine  Crawford.  Of  Welsh  descent,  she 
had  been  born  in  that  state  on  May  15,  1779. After  their  marriage, 
Daniel  and  his  wife,  like  thousands  of  others,  took  the  path  that  led 
down  the  great  Southern  Valley. 15  Where  the  trail  turned  toward  the 
west,  near  a  point  where  it  crossed  Catawba  Creek  five  or  six  miles 
south  of  Fincastle  in  Botetourt  County,  they  made  their  first  home.  ° 
Fincastle,  never  destined  for  distinction  as  a  metropolis, 
achieved  perhaps  its  greatest  period  of  usefulness  in  its  raw  youth  when 
the  Republic  was  young.  In  Rogan1 s  time  many  of  the  men  who  made  up  his 
acquaintanceship  were  distinguished  by  their  battles  against  the  British, 
the  Indians,  and  the  terrain,  as  well  as  for  their  struggles  in  behalf 
of  industry  and  government.  Far  more  than  for  its  chalk  deposits  and 
natural  beauty,  Botetourt  was  noted  for  its  bold  and  versatile  colonizers. 
The  county,  carved  from  old  Augusta  in  1769  and  named  for  a  popular 
governor,  gained  strength  from  such  men  as  General  Andrew  Lewis,  Israel 
and  William  Christian,  William  Preston,  Stephen  Trigg,  Robert  Dodge, 
the  Pattons,  the  Ingles,  the  Crocketts,  the  Campbells,  and  the  Brecken- 


14-Rogan,  "My  Life,"  1. 

15ibid.,  12. 

16Idem. 
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ridges. ^  Rogan  knew  these  men  and  had  business  and  personal  contacts 

1 8 

with  some  of  them  throughout  his  life. 

By  1804,  when  Rogan  was  ready  to  make  another  move,  Botetourt 

County  had  a  population  of  9,825,  including  Daniel,  Catherine,  and  five 
1 9 

small  Rogans.  Before  they  left  this  sprawling  county  the  Great  Re¬ 
vival  hit  the  area  with  flood  tide  force.  Lying  on  a  crossroads,  it  was 
a  center  of  revival  activity.  Though  there  was  an  Episcopal  Church  in 
Abingdon,  there  was  not  another  for  miles  around.  Baptists,  however, 

like  Elder  Tidance  Lane,  Squire  Boone,  and  James  Abbott,  minor  hurri- 

2  0 

canes  of  enthusiasm,  spread  Baptist  seeds  across  the  countryside. 

Daniel  and  Catherine  Rogan  were  plucked  as  mature  fruit:  under  the 
guidance  of  William  and  James  Moorman,  they  joined  the  Baptist  Church 
during  a  great  revival  held  at  Little  Otter,  about  fifteen  miles  south 
of  Liberty. 21 

Besides  the  hard  business  of  pioneering  and  saving  souls,  the 
law  was,  after  a  fashion,  the  next  matter  of  interest  on  the  frontier. 


^Joseph  A.  Waddell,  Annals  of  Augusta  County ,  Virginia,  with 
Reminiscences  (Richmond,  1886),  131-132,  196. 

l^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  10-12,  39-43;  Deed  Book  12,  Washington 
County,  Virginia,  38,  passim.  (Courthouse  at  Abingdon). 

19jedidiah  Morse  (comp.),  The  American  Gazetteer,  2nd  Edition 
(Boston,  1804),  unpaginated. 

20oavid  E.  Johnston,  A  History  of  Middle  New  River  Settlements 
and  Contiguous  Territory  (Huntington,  West  Virginia,  1906),  160. 
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Robert  B.  Semple,  A  History  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the 
Baptists  in  Virginia  (Richmond,  1894),  343;  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  10. 
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The  law  played  an  important  role  in  the  life  of  Daniel  Rogan,  his  asso¬ 
ciates,  and  his  children,  and  they  were  often  present  at  court,  the 
father  and  children  "always  interested  in  these  proceedings."  Daniel 
Rogan  was  several  times  an  appointed  agent  of  the  probate  court,  and 

several  of  his  children  and  grandchildren  were  later  active  in  judicial 

2  3 

and  magisterial  capacity.  Their  names  are  scattered  liberally  through¬ 
out  the  deed,  will,  and  marriage  record  books  that  are  extant  in  the 
counties  where  they  lived.  Having  begun  early,  Daniel  indoctrinated 
them  from  infancy  with  his  ideas  of  hard  work,  probity,  and  respect  for 
the  law. ^ 

On  this  later  frontier  with  its  transient  and  opportunistic 
elements  there  was  also  a  stable  class.  To  be  born  in  the  midst  of  such 
conditions  probably  augured  neither  permanency  nor  transiency,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  the  influences  the  newborn  experienced  were  diverse.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  11,  1797,  a  son  whom  they  named  James  was  born  to  Daniel  and  Catherine 
25 

Rogan.  He  was  "born  in  a  log  cabin  of  humble  degree"  on  the  Valley 
trail,  where  he  had  opportunity  to  watch  the  traffic  passing  on  the 
crossroads.  However,  his  first  memory  was  not  of  travelers,  but  of  his 
mother  and  of  hard  but  pleasant  work:  "Though  my  memory  cannot  go  back 


James  Rogan,  "Biography,"  unpaginated  manuscript  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  author. 


23Rogan,  "My  Life,"  33,  35;  Deed  Book  5,  7,  8,  10,  11,  Will 
Book  4,  5,  Washington  County,  Virginia. 

24 

Rogan,  "My  Life,"  13. 


25 

Ibid.,  1. 
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to  the  very  day  J_ of  birth/,  yet  it  does  run  back,  very  fresh  and  vivid 
as  to  many  things. "26  James'  lifelong  admiration  of  industry  and  sim¬ 
plicity  began  on  that  bright  and  warm  day,  when,  though  not  yet  two 
years  old,  he  went  with  his  mother  to  the  garden  to  watch  her  sow  her 
seeds. 27  Gifted  with  total  recall  even  in  his  last  years  and  with  a 
"memory  that  crowded  incident  upon  incident  in  profusion,"  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  that  he  hadthis  trivial  incident  impressed  upon  his  mind  by  the 
fact  that,  in  the  midst  of  his  simple  joy,  he  was  stricken  by  a  violent 
pain  below  his  left  knee  and  had  to  be  carried  into  the  house.  This 
pain  was  the  first  indication  that  he  was  a  victim  of  dreaded  white 
swelling,  a  disease  of  rheumatic  nature  known  on  the  frontier  and  else¬ 
where  at  that  time,  probably  rheumatic  fever. 28 

Like  many  other  diseases  of  the  day  it  was  not  wholly  under¬ 
stood.  The  complicated  treatment  called  forth  all  the  skill  of  the 
physician  and  placed  a  heavy  strain  upon  a  busy  frontier  mother,  espe¬ 
cially  one  anticipating  the  birth  of  her  second  child. 29  it  was  a  year 
before  James  was  able  to  walk  again  and  then  he  could  only  slide  and 
crawl  to  reach  the  creek  at  the  base  of  the  hill.  After  that  attempt, 


26james  Rogan  to  the  Ripley  (Miss.)  Southern  Sent inel ,  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1884;  reprinted  September  26  and  October  26,  1935. 

27R0gan,  "My  Life,"  9. 

28conversat ion  with  Kermit  D.  Laird,  M.D. ,  Starkville,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  September  26,  1958. 

29 
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he  did  not  walk  for  three  years.  That  he  walked  with  a  slight  limp 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life  is  not  surprising  when  one  considers  the 
treatment  that- was  customary. 

The  long  regimen  began  with  bed  rest  and  the  application  of 

31 

leeches,  sometimes  with  scarification  of  the  affected  joint.  This 
process  was  repeated  every  other  day  until  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken.  Meanwhile,  the  sore  spot  was  kept  wet  with  a  solution  of 
sal  ammoniac  on  linen  poultices  "until  improvement  occurred."  Various 
ointments  were  applied  "with  frictions"  until  the  "mouth  should  be  af¬ 
fected  from  the  use  of  the  mercurial  salve."  To  speed  recovery  in  stub¬ 
born  cases  like  James',  blisters  were  induced  about  the  joint  and  kept 
going  for  "a  length  of  time."  The  coup  de  grace  to  the  affliction  was 
the  inducement  of  such  severe  ulcers  on  the  painful  area  that  they  could 

be  opened.  If  the  patient  were  destined  to  recover,  at  this  point  the 

32 

treatment  was  supposed  to  promote  a  climax. 

It  is  no  wonder  then  that  his  mother  appeared  to  James  in  his 
memories  as  being  constantly  engaged  in  some  useful  occupation,  "a  lov¬ 
ing  and  tender  mother,  peaceable,  quiet  and  lovely,  so  that  peace  and 

harmony  prevailed  a  long  lifetime  between  _/the  mother  and  the  father;/ 

33 

and  a  large  family  of  children."  Her  attention  to  her  immobilized 
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Rogan,  "My  Life,"  10. 

■^James  Ewell,  Medical  Companion  (Philadelphia,  1807) , 337-338 ; 
Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  1. 
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Idem. 
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child,  who  learned  patience  from  her  and  from  exceedingly  painful  afflic¬ 
tion,  was  diverted  to  the  care  of  four  new  arrivals:  Amos,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1799,  not  long  after  the  onset  of  James'  illness;  Griffith,  born 

Q  / 

July  16,  1800;  Jones,  4  born  October  14,  1802,  who  brought  the  first  sor¬ 
row  to  the  family  when  he  died  in  January,  1803;  and  the  first  daughter, 

33 

Catherine,  who  arrived  in  December,  1803. 

Daniel,  the  father  of  this  rapidly  expanding  group  of  children, 
was  frequently  absent  from  the  home  in  the  interest  of  his  business.  En¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  the  hauling  of  goods  during  most  of 
his  years  in  Virginia,  it  is  possible  that  he  was  already  associated  with 
William  White,  who  lived  in  Abingdon.  White  was  a  very  prosperous  mer¬ 
chant  and  frontier  industrial  magnate.  It  is  certain  that  Rogan  and  his 

sons  were  associates  and  partners  of  the  Abingdon  Whites  for  twenty- five 

0/1 

years  following  this  time.  It  is  also  possible  that  Daniel  operated 

independently,  supplying  the  Hales,  the  Triggs,  the  Pattons,  and  others 

who  moved  as  he  did  to  the  Holston  valley,  where  their  business  and 

37 

personal  relationships  continued. 

Whatever  his  business  affiliations,  Daniel  Rogan  had  another 
occupation  which  he  found  congenial  if  not  lucrative,  one  with  which  he 


James  always  referred  to  this  brother  as  "Jones,"  but  his  own 
son,  James  Wood  Rogan,  called  him  Jonas.  Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  1. 

33 

Rogan,  "My  Life,"  2. 
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Rogan,  "My  Life,"  32,  36;  Deed  Book  7,  Washington  County, 
Virginia,  196. 

^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  3  e_t  seq . 
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augmented  his  income  during  the  long  winter  when  transportation  slowed  al- 

38 

most  to  a  halt.  Across  the  New  River,  colonies  of  his  compatriots  had 

established  communities,^^  and  between  the  New  and  the  James  lay  the 

homesteads  of  his  friends.  Though  academies  were  being  established  in 

various  scattered  points,  the  people  generally  depended  on  traveling 

Irishmen,  including  the  Scotch- Irish,  and  itinerant  Yankees  for  the  in- 

40 

struction  of  their  children.  Possessed  of  a  classical  education,  Daniel 
taught  in  some  of  these  schools.  "There  were  at  this  time  no  schools 
more  dignified  than  a  log  cabin  in  the  vicinity." 

The  Rogan  children  were  not  privileged  to  study  under  their 

father's  tutelage,  though  they  too  learned  the  fundamentals  of  education 

in  a  log  school.  James,  whose  education  began  late  and  ended  early,  paid 

a  tribute  to  such  institutions  and  to  the  democracy  they  engendered. 

These  were  filled  with  boys  _and  girls  of  ages 
from  sixteen  to_twenty_one  _/  sic  _/  or  more. 

No  such  thing  ^existed./  as  a  separate  school 
for  the  different  sexes  at  that  date  in  the 
country.  I  remember  well  the  spirit  o_f  emula¬ 
tion  often  produced  to  excell  ]_  sic  _/ ,  both 
in  the  boys  and  the  girls.  So... I  am  satis¬ 
fied  this  plan  for  mixed  schools  were  J_  sic  _/ 
the  best  schools  for  the  country. ^ 


~^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  11. 
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John  P.  Hale,  Trans-Allegheny  Pioneers,  2nd  Edition  (Charles¬ 
ton,  West  Virginia,  1931),  13,  62. 
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Richard  J.  Purcell,  "Education  and  Irish  Teachers  in  Early 
Kentucky,"  Catholic  Education  Review ,  XXXIV  (June,  1936),  361. 
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Daniel,  though  engaged  in  the  hard  labor  of  the  frontier,  found 

admiration  at  home  as  he  established  respect  for  himself  abroad. 

He  was  mild,  pleasant  and  affable  in  his 
manner,  pleasant  and  agreeable  in  his  family 
as  well  as  with  all  his  fellow  beings.  But 
once_do  I  remember  the  use  of  harsh  worlds 
to  /Catherine/,  then  upon  reflection,  ]_  he_/ 
seemed  to  be  sorry.  He  never  used  harsh  or 
improper  language. ^ 

Passionately  fond  of  reading  and  study,  Daniel  employed  what 
leisure  hours  he  had  in  the  indulgence  of  his  evident  compulsion,  "pur¬ 
suing  not  trashy  works,  but  standard  literature,  poetry,  history,  and 

43 

the  great  masters  of  the  past."  One  addition  to  his  library  that 
Daniel  made  at  this  time  was"Reen  ]_  sic  _/  Cyclopedia ,  an  expenditure 
of  four  hundred  dollars  being  necessary."  The  memory  of  that  purchase 
struck  awe  in  the  hearts  of  James  Rogan  and  his  young  grandchildren  for 
whom  he  was  preparing  his  father's  biography  and  caused  him  to  record 
his  only  criticism  of  his  parent:  "It  hardly  seemed  justified."  Per¬ 
haps  when  he  wrote  this  indictment,  his  judgment  had  been  biased  by  the 
fact  that  he  and  his  grandchildren  sat  together  in  his  denuded  farmhouse 
during  the  depths  of  Reconstruction.^ 

Addicted  not  only  to  the  reading  of  poetry  but  also  to  the 
writing  of  it,  Daniel,  who  had  recently  come  under  the  emotional  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  revivalists,  began  to  compose  sacred  hymns.  He  spent 


/  9 

^zJames  Rogan,  "A  Short  Biography  of  Daniel  Rogan  Sen.,"  un¬ 
paginated  manuscript  now  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

^Idem. 

^Idem. 
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so  much  time  at  this  congenial  pastime  that  "a  large  collection  of  manu¬ 
scripts  was  accumulated,  which  if  it  could  now  be  had  would  be  greatly 
prized  as  a  precious  boon."^ 

When  at  last  James  could  walk  again,  the  world  outside  began 
to  compete  with  the  familiar  household  for  his  attention.  Near  the 
Rogans  in  Botetourt  there  lived  a  large  colony  of  Germans,  whose  indus¬ 
try,  hospitality,  and  kindness  made  an  incredible  impression  on  the  boy's 
mind.  It  was  pointed  out  to  him  by  his  parents  and  made  manifest  to 
him  repeatedly  by  the  Germans  themselves  through  their  conduct,  that 
they,  though  their  houses  were  sturdy  and  their  tall  barns  bulging  with 
grain,  preferred  the  simple  joys  of  the  harvest  and  the  laughter  of  their 
neighbors  around  the  hearth  to  the  more  luxurious  life  of  their  forebears 
in  the  Palatinate,  or  even  to  that  of  the  large  landowners  in  Maryland 

A  £ 

whence  many  of  them  had  come.  ° 

On  one  particular  visit  when  James  was  carried  by  his  mother 
to  the  home  of  one  of  these  neighbors,  mealtime  arrived  before  they  left. 
"The  children  were  furnished  a  pewter  Bason  J_  sic  _/  filled  with  mush, 
/the  vessej./  being  placed  upon  the  floor.  Each  child  was  then  furnished 
with  a  spoon  and  a  cup  of  milk.,,Zf^  Whether  by  intent  or  otherwise,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  cold  and  snow  during  that  wintry  visit,  the  Rogans  remained 
overnight  with  their  hosts.  "A  feather  bed  was  placed  upon  the  floor... 


^Idem.  At  least  one  book  of  these  hymns  remains,  written  in 
a  fine  script  like  that  of  an  engraver. 

^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  87,  89. 

47 

Ibid. ,  90. 
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and  all  the  children  crawled  upon  it.  Then  to  keep  us  warm  another 
feather  bed  was  placed  over  us  to  serve  as  a  blessed  blanket  to  hasten 
our  sleep. Thus  the  uncomplicated  pleasures  of  childhood  made  bright 
spots  on  an  old  man’s  patchwork  quilt  of  memory. 

James  Rogan  was  from  the  first  conscious  of  the  beauty  of  the 
Valley  setting  in  which  he  was  born.  A  traveler,  whose  romantic  incli¬ 
nations  derived  more  from  literary  than  from  the  humanitarian  sources 
then  causing  such  a  furor  in  his  native  land,  passed  through  the  Valley 
on  his  way  to  a  watering  spot.  He  was  Captain  Ferdinand  Marie  Bayard 

of  Paris,  and  he  admired  the  farms,  the  climate,  the  scenery,  the  moon- 

49 

light,  the  flowers,  the  whippoorwills,  in  fact,  almost  everything.  He 
created  an  image  that  coincided  with  the  one  which  the  little  Rogans 
remembered . 

While  the  merchants,  land  speculators  and  surveyors,  travelers, 
hunters,  and  ne'er-do-wells,  whether  gentlemen  or  rogues,  often  used  the 
busy  road  before  the  Rogan  door,  the  women  --  no  matter  how  abundantly 
encumbered  with  children  --  seem  also  to  have  frequented  its  length  and 
breadth,  and  the  Rogans  were  no  exception.  Such  excellent  contact  was 
maintained  between  Catherine  and  her  old  home  in  Maryland  that  twenty 
years  later  two  of  her  daughters  would  marry  into  the  German  Thomas 
family  of  Frederick  County. 


48Ibid. ,  91. 

49juiia  Davis,  The  Shenandoah  (New  York,  1945),  115. 

■^George  Leicester  Thomas,  Genealogy  of  Thomas  Family  (Adams- 
town,  Maryland,  1954),  216,  350;  G.  Leicester  Thomas  to  Austin  Thomas, 
January  30,  1961. 
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When  James  was  about  eight  years  old,  Daniel  moved  his  family 
to  East  Tennessee,  to  the  Bristol  area  on  Steele's  Creek,  where  he  had 
a  contract  to  haul  the  salt  and  other  products  of  the  early  Tennessee 
industrialist,  James  King.^ 


■^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  10. 
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CHAPTER  II 


HOME  BY  THE  RIVER 

For  James  Rogan,  East  Tennessee  retained  always  the  fascinating 
aspects  of  a  kaleidoscope  with  its  changing  color  and  design.  The  great 
hills  such  as  those  rising  abruptly  from  the  rugged  Holston,  the  clothing 
of  conifer  and  hardwood,  became  as  time  passed  an  essential  of  his  life. 
When  the  Rogans  first  moved  to  East  Tennessee,  the  legends  of  Indians 
remained  fresh,  for  the  Indians  themselves  were  still  there.  Yet  to  come 
were  the  great  Indian  campaigns  of  Andrew  Jackson.  At  the  confluence  of 
the  forks  of  the  Holston,  Long  Island,  the  sacred  meeting  ground  of  the 
Cherokees,  stretched  for  miles  downstream.  The  fort  which  urbane  William 
Byrd  had  constructed  in  his  search  for  renown  in  the  land  of  the  pagans 
was  still  there,  though  moldering  away. 

Sitting  at  the  confluence  was  a  hamlet  called  Boatyard  because, 
where  the  valley  narrowed,  forcing  users  of  Boone's  road  into  closer  con¬ 
fines,  the  river  if  not  more  tractable  at  least  enlarged  enough  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  mountain  torrents  that  gushed  and  gurgled  over  crag  and 
boulder,  furnishing  a  suitable  point  for  collection  of  commodities  and 
the  building  of  boats.  The  point  was  first  made  notable  by  the  Hender¬ 
son  expedition  which  built  there  the  boats  in  which  the  Donelson  party 
had  departed  for  the  French  Lick  in  middle  Tennessee.  Afterwards  the 
stragglers  and  the  settlers  found  the  situation  good.  In  the  business  of 
commerce  no  better  site  could  have  been  chosen  by  Daniel  Rogan  as  a  base 
for  his  operations. 

John  Sevier,  whose  property  was  near  and  who  called  the  area 
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home,  was  still  telling  tales  of  earlier  days  when  the  Rogans  arrived, 

one  of  the  favorites  being  that  of  Oconostota,  the  Great  Cherokee  chief, 

concerning  a  race  of  white  men,  possibly  Welsh,  who  had  generations 

before  used  these  waters.'*'  Though  many  thousands  of  people  like  the 

2 

Rogans  were  conscious  of  the  power  of  the  river, 

Tawny  and  unsubdued ...  the  old  Tennessee  threw 
back  man's  improvements  in  his  face  and  went 
on  its  own  way,  which  was  not  the  way  of  the 
white  man.  The  white  man  therefore  withheld 
his  praise.  So  today  there  are  no  fine  roman¬ 
tic  songs  about  the  Tennessee.  Poets,  novelists, 
makers  of  ballads  and  folk  tales,  all  have  passed 

it  by. 3 

Nevertheless  there  were  attractions  to  lure  the  hardy  to  and 
through  the  environs  of  Boatyard.  It  is  not  known  how  the  Rogans  moved 
into  the  area  although  in  the  first  decade  most  people  still  walked, 
carrying  what  little  they  owned  on  a  horse  perhaps.  Since  Daniel  was  in 
the  business  of  transportation,  the  Rogans  probably  rode.  The  roads  off 
the  main  trail  meandered  around  mountain  edges  and  through  forests  and 
the  best  of  them  were  those  hardened  by  buffalo  hoofs  as  those  animals 
wandered  from  salt  to  sulphur  springs.^ 


Donald  Davidson,  The  Tennessee,  Rivers  of  America  Series  (2 
vols.,  New  York,  1946),  I,  20. 

2 

James  Rogan,  Diary  1878-1879,  September  30,  1878  et  seq . , 

Rogan  Papers,  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

^Davidson,  jd£.  cit .  ,  I,  6. 

^A.  W.  Putnam,  History  of  Middle  Tennessee  or  The  Life  and  Times 
of  General  James  Robertson  (Nashville,  1839),  104. 
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Less  than  a  decade  before  Daniel  Rogan  reached  the  Holston  Val¬ 
ley  a  poor  wagon  road  had  been  cut  through  to  Nashville  and  opened  to 
wagons  carrying  one  ton  of  weight.  Still  later  a  road  was  opened  across 
the  mountains  by  way  of  the  French  Broad  River  to  the  South  Atlantic 
states. ^  But  still  the  best  road  was  the  river,  and  the  Rogans  remained 
true  to  it  "so  long  as  pole  or  oar  was  needed"  to  move  man  and  produce. 
The  time  and  place  were  ideal  for  a  man  engaged  in  freighting. 

The  company  which  employed  Rogan  was  founded  by  a  man  from 
whose  genius  the  little  Rogans  were  to  derive  much  practical  knowledge 
and  many  useful  skills.  He  was  a  pioneer  industrialist  of  East  Tennessee. 
His  origins  are  cloudy.  Though  some  historians  claim  him  as  a  true 
Irishman, ^  a  fact  which  might  account  for  his  interest  in  Rogan,  others 
insist  that  he  was  a  native  of  Londonderry , ^  and  others  declare  that 

O 

King  was  a  native  of  London. 

Whatever  his  beginnings,  when  he  came  to  Virginia  he  was  al¬ 
ready  a  successful  engineer.  In  the  course  of  his  travels  he  discovered 
the  Holston  Valley.  Overwhelmed  by  its  beauty  and  potentialities,  he 


^John  Haywood,  The  Civil  and  Pol it ical  History  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee ,  2nd  Edition  (Nashville,  1891),  462. 

^Michael  J.  O'Brien,  A  Hidden  Phase  in  American  History:  Ire¬ 
land  1 s  Part  in  America 1 s  Struggle  for  Freedom  (New  York,  1949),  196. 

^Lewis  P.  Summers,  A  History  of  Southwest  Virginia ,  1746- 
1786 ;  Washington  County,  1777-1870  (Richmond,  1903),  750. 

O 

°Thomas  W.  Preston,  Historical  Sketches  o_f  the  Holston  Valley 
(Kingsport,  1926),  43;  Oliver  Taylor,  Historic  Sullivan  (Bristol,  Tenn. , 
1909),  149. 
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bought  or  otherwise  obtained  fifty  thousand  acres  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bristol.  To  this  holding  he  later  added  other  large  tracts.  One  of 
America's  unsung  prophets,  he  envisioned  vast  industries  arising  in  the 
valley^  and  set  out  to  realize  his  dream.  By  the  time  Rogan  came  into 
his  company's  employment  he  had  long  since  had  a  flour  mill  in  operation, 
as  well  as  an  iron  factory  on  Steele's  Creek,  three  miles  south  of  Bristol. ^ 
The  iron  and  iron  products,  including  nails  from  King's  nail  factory,  were 
the  result  of  operations  at  the  Barbary  Furnace,  named  for  Governor  Wil¬ 
liam  Blount's  mother  when  Blount  came  into  the  King  enterprise  as  a 
partner.^  Rogan  distributed  and  freighted  products  at  first  princi¬ 
pally  by  water.  Though  no  confirming  records  can  be  found,  it  is  evident 

that  Rogan  lived  at  the  Steele  Creek  site  for  a  while.  His  family 

1  o 

probably  was  established  at  Boatyard. 

The  King  company  especially  needed  a  reliable  man  to  manage  the 
river  traffic  in  season  and  at  other  times  to  haul  products  overland  be¬ 
cause  of  the  swift  development  of  the  Knoxville  area  which  King  himself 
had  surveyed  and  laid  out.  From  the  beginning  of  his  association  with 
the  Kings,  Daniel  found  Knoxville  an  excellent  market. 13  Though  many  of 
those  migrating  westward  stayed  only  a  short  while,  others  put  down  their 


^Summers,  _o£.  cit .  ,  751. 

lORobert  V.  Loving,  Double  Destiny,  The  Story  of  Bristol , 
Tennessee- Virginia  (Bristol,  1955),  15. 

lllbid. ,  16. 

l^Rogan,  "Biography." 

l^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  11. 
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roots,  and  whether  they  stayed  or  moved  on  to  similar  climates  and  like 
pursuits  in  other  parts  as  they  were  accustomed  to  do,^  Rogan  made 
customers  of  them.  Often  he  followed  them  to  other  places  with  commodi¬ 
ties  to  satisfy  their  needs,  but  for  a  while  Knoxville  was  his  most  im¬ 
portant  market. 

The  people  had  no  more  urgent  need  than  that  for  salt,  and  in 
this  commodity  the  King  family  also  had  an  interest.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  backwoodsmen  salt  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  items,  and  they 
paid  prohibitive  prices  to  get  a  supply. ^  It  was  priced  near  the  top 
of  the  list  for  commodities  for  sale. 

At  King’s  Salines  thirty- two  gallons  of  water  produced  one  gal¬ 
lon  of  salt  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  day  equivalent  to  Liver 

pool  salt.  The  waters  came  from  a  well  ten  feet  square  and  two  hundred 

1  A 

or  more  feet  deep,  which  was  constantly  more  than  half  full.  At  first 
Rogan  hauled  salt  overland  to  Boatyard,  from  which  point  he  could  send 
it  down  the  river  by  boat  to  Knoxville.  At  that  point  it  could  be  distri 
buted  by  water  or  by  way  of  the  wagon  road  in  three  direct  ions . ^ 

Family  life  for  the  Rogans  developed  into  a  close  and  abiding 
association  in  East  Tennessee,  adding  another  bit  of  luster  to  the  place. 


on  the 
175. 


14 

Frank  L.  Owsley,  "The  Pattern  of  Migration  and 
Southern  Frontier,"  Journal  of  Southern  History,  XI 


Settlement 
(May,  1945), 


15 

Ellen  Semple,  American  History  and  Its  Geographic  Cond it  ions 
(Boston,  1903),  82. 


16 


Morse,  op . 


cit . 


17 


Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  1;  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  54. 


&>n  i  ••  :•  c .  •  i  r ■  •  ..-II  .2  03  tiO  L  avoir  i  ts»y aie  yorfi  istdisd-'  Rib  ,  -  3oo‘ 

*  :  >,*.  **A  ,  .  J  b*»ro3  9VZ:  ->Js  i  W  Vi  ri  i  -  6  J  C  uvq 

( 

:  dJ.'  v  ?,  rc-fj  .’  i-  :(jo  .  !  /rsd:  br  o  o  orf  n»j‘0  .mart:  *0  •  rs/r  •  3-»ua 

-ml  air.  •  I  i  r  «  S  j<  "  "u«r  •  r  vid  yi  •,j‘:  '•*  '  1  •  i - 


.  js>  tt>m  Jii&Jioq 

n's  1  .  :ili  s  •-  3firf3  vr.rfiJ  ^9  >r  s ion  o.i  bad  alqo&q  9d] 

io  it  ■>:  uqo  sfli!  ffl  ,  3a  ■ -sdnl  nr,  t nri  qhIb  ySlm&'x  gniX  ad 3  yiibofffioo  a  id  3 
id  3  bj;.j  ,  <,1  j io  *lu*  r  ,/  am  *•  H  *o  e~o  r.sw  r  ■=  C9ft  i  bo©w>f  Ofit  sii3 

q  >3  a,-'-  .  itq  sjjr-  1  1  .ylqqus  >.  rjf-3  o3  aaoiiq  svidid  trie  :q  bisq 

,  0 1 ;  «  7cl  i3  tborniPOD  iol  3eil  9  lit  to 

1 :  bo-'  'j  ■  .j:W  io  c  io  J  J  - 1  ow'd  *  yliirb  esnilBS  )L 

;•  vi.  oJ  -  fi  p  Vvb  *r ■  r_>q  fcsibm/i  owi  io  s3ai  ad.1  ie  iifie  'io  noi 
tsiboud  o\  ‘  bii  nit  p?.  vi  rv. 3  J  raw  b  moil  :  mao  aisdaw  sdT  .  dlta  looq 
1  . jts  r.  t  yi  JjiBli-.ati  ,-.bw  do  dw  tq.~>ai  siorn  to 

br  i3  Itrt  >  >.-i  3 1 :  i: o  do.lri  moi  ,bn  yioofi  oi  bnoixe/o  3Xbp.  jiuar' 

hj  b  d  blt.<  oo  31  jnrvq  3  rfi  a  A  ,  lIlvxoaH  o3  3£od  yd  isvti  sdj  nwob  ii 


.  o  3  09 •  it  e  or  'ri  bao'  no;  w  >.  o  y£W  yd  io  ?»  yd  ba.:  ; 


i ; it,  't-g  v vo Io  a  Oni  a(r  b  ?.n  :io)l  9il:f  "tc  sill  yilwa'I 
ft  ji  o  :  ul  o  ixd  j.is  ;.n  •  iba  t99  rarmsT  3na3  n  nolSBloog^a 


M 


j.-tM  I  loc  bno  .10,  jaivtM  :t  niadiaf  oriT'1  ,vo.l bwO  . J  :im.  ; 


.£8  (£Oei  tno3aoU) 


.31-0 


O  ,  URToti 


dl 


.j-C  j  vM"  t/f>  -d  ;.i  b  oo9’<i.  ylim  1"  , m  voh 


20 


' 


r 

* 

i 

► 


N  '*'  /*■  '• . 

}  %  >'<:-r<XS.  ■'■fy  ' 

:  ^  &  &?»*&.»' :  f 

i.,  v  ■•  (..  -  •  ■<• 


;  "♦*< 


■A>y  ’y.  f> 


$4  <<«■  >' 


•■■/iff  <■"'  '•■■■ 


f'r.x  t.  >:vW''  ^  '  ■  .<•■'  $>&,•; 

£*'  *>>•■•»  <  <  ^  ■•''<■  {<*/$■'>■>  &*  *«<&  s  41}'  <->^Xs\  /$'  *,  <3^4 

—  ’  -fc 

K  .<4,_4<*A  lt>/ ,<■<  <i  ,,,  ?i  fa-  iu)fl 

' -?«,-. **>. , - ,. %.  •>  •,*!»„  ,,j  *4t  ,(••*•  it., 

,4-Ci.r,;A  >,4j  *♦>■*,/  feiNl(t(4*W<,!*>^W*4,  &  I, 

1  A**?  /  ,  ■  , 


King  Office 


OS 


oi  .  .0 


21 


Though  Daniel  was  still  kept  away  from  home  by  the  nature  of  his  business 
and  by  his  teaching,  which  he  still  pursued,  he  saw  that  his  children 
had  what  education  was  available  for  them.  James  as  the  oldest  of  the 
nine  living  children  during  this  early  period  could  get  only  the  funda¬ 
mentals,  a  deficiency  he  decried  and  tried  all  his  life  to  overcome. 

Never  did  he  have  the  chance  his  later  brothers  had,  for  during  his 
father's  absence  he  was  his  mother's  chief  aid,  and  financial  matters, 

which  improved  as  time  passed,  were  of  serious  concern  to  the  Rogans  for 
19 

some  years. 

Although  James  spent  little  time  in  the  schoolroom,  his  hours 
were  not  given  to  idleness.  Many  of  the  household  chores  and  the  care 
of  his  younger  brothers  became  James'  accepted  responsibility.  He  per¬ 
formed  tasks  outside  the  household  to  earn  a  pittance.  He  afterwards 
asserted  that 

When  no  lighter  jobs  could  be  found  I  was  often 
found  with  my  axe  chopping  cord  wood  at  the  low 
price  of  two  and  sixpence.  Sometimes  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  help  in  a  JBlack  Smith  Shop  or  at  a 
Carpenter's  bench,  _/or/  waiting  upon  Masons  at 
twenty- five  cents  a  day. 20 

In  1811  James  found  employment  as  an  oarsman  on  a  keelboat  laden 
with  salt  and  made  a  trip  down  the  river  to  Knoxville.  Whether  he  was 
working  for  his  father  or  King,  he  does  not  say,  but  the  fact  that  he  v 
records  this  as  his  first  trip  away  from  home  for  more  than  a  day  sug- 


l^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  11. 

■^Idem. 

20 


Ibid. ,  12. 
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gests  his  close  relation  to  his  family  and  perhaps  the  fact  that  he  had 

made  shorter  trips  on  the  boats.  That  excursion  was  only  the  beginning 

of  an  adventure  which,  once  he  had  tasted  it,  he  was  to  savor  again  and 
21 

again.  A 

When  the  war  with  England  was  brought  home  to  East  Tennessee  by 

such  recruiters  as  young  Sam  Houston,  Rogan  was  anxious  to  follow  General 

Jackson  to  the  battlefields,  Jackson  being  an  old  familiar  figure  in  that 

22 

part  of  the  country  and  quite  a  hero  to  little  boys.  Rejected  as  too 
young  to  go  off  with  the  older  youths,  James  was  fortunate  just  at  that 
crisis  in  being  offered  a  place  as  "store  boy"  by  the  firm  of  Hale, 
Henderson,  and  Beatty  --  "at  a  Sailary  J_  sic  _/  of  Forty  Dollars  per 
annum,  this  being  war  times  and  a  flush  time  of  money.  1,23  He  kept  busy 
most  of  the  time,  studying  in  his  spare  moments,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  found  he  had  not  only  gained  in  wisdom  but  had  saved  money.  The 
next  year  his  salary  was  eighty  dollars,  his  savings  increasing  propor¬ 
tionately.^^ 

In  1815,  Daniel  entered  into  a  partnership  at  King  Iron  Works 
near  Bristol  with  a  firm  called  Henderson  and  Beatty,  moved  his  family 
there,  and  took  James,  then  seventeen,  into  his  employ  at  a  salary.  Later 
the  parent  firm  in  Abingdon  in  an  effort  to  expand  its  business  in  the 


2 1 Idem. 

22Idem. 

23Idem. 
24 


Ibid.,  13. 
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postwar  period  decided  to  send  James  to  Manchester,  in  present-day  Clay 
County,  Kentucky,  to  buy  ginseng,  then  an  important  article  of  trade.  He 
was  also  commissioned  to  buy  "Deer  and  fur  skins."  The  area,  settled  as 
late  as  1790,  was  near  Goose  Creek  Salt  Works,  rather  a  famous  place  in 
those  days. ^ 

Because  the  Cumberland  mountain  section  was  settled  by  rather 
uncouth  inhabitants  in  those  early  times,  James  was  very  careful  of  his 
own  conduct.  Familiar  as  he  was  with  mountains,  he  was  much  impressed 
by  the  beauty  and  romantic  aspects  of  the  celebrated  Cumberland  Gap, 
whose  history  was  known  to  most  East  Tennessee  boys.  However,  James  had 
not  foreseen  the  possibility  of  being  trapped  at  this  spot,  as  he  eventu¬ 
ally  was,  being  cut  off  from  retreat  or  advance  and  forced  into  the 
mountains  by  high  water.  Far  up  on  the  steep  side  of  one  mountain  stood 
an  imposing  residence,  and  no  matter  what  his  imagination  pictured  in  the 
way  of  "uncouth  inhabitants,"  James  realized  that  if  he  were  to  have  a 
refuge,  the  home  offered  the  sole  opportunity.  To  his  surprise  and  re¬ 
lief,  the  family  proved  to  be  pleasant  and  gracious,  entertaining  him 
as  a  guest  for  more  than  a  week,  until  the  water  had  subsided  and  he 
could  go  on  his  way. 26 

For  six  months,  cut  off  from  home,  James  lived  in  the  Kentucky 
wilderness  --  buying,  selling,  trading;  managing  his  finances,  transpor¬ 
tation,  lodgings;  meeting  Indians,  pioneers,  ruffians;  gaining  experience 
in  dealing  with  many  types  of  people.  ' 

25rbid.,  15. 

26ibid. ,  16. 

2  7Idem. 
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When  James  returned  to  Bristol  --  "to  the  House  of  my  Father"  - 
he  found  that  Daniel  had  moved  again,  this  time  to  Washington  County, 
Virginia,  fourteen  miles  north  of  Abingdon,  to  establish  a  new  mercantile 

O  O 

business  and  to  engage  in  the  hauling  of  salt  from  the  saltworks  there.  ° 
Again  the  chosen  location  of  Daniel's  new  operations  included 
an  environment  distinguished  by  all  the  natural  features  James  had  ever 
known.  The  valley  of  the  North  Fork,  called  the  Saltville  Valley,  was 
marked  by  the  rushing  stream,  the  majestic  mountains  clothed  in  the 
finery  of  evergreens  above  which  towered  the  sturdy  oak,  the  chestnut, 
the  ash,  and  the  hemlock. ^9 

One  of  the  pioneers  in  the  valley  was  William  King,  who  dug  a 
well  in  1799  and  struck  salt  water  at  two  hundred  feet.  There  were  two 
main  wells  in  the  valley  which  at  one  time,  in  fact  till  1800,  had  been 
a  lake  of  salt  making  one  huge  lick  used  by  animals  and  aborigines  alike. 
The  first  settlers  had  carried  sleds  and  utensils  there  and  had  made 
enough  salt  for  their  own  use.  William  King,  an  itinerant  merchant,  ob¬ 
served  the  valley  in  his  wanderings,  bought  fifty  of  the  three  hundred 

acres,  and  made  a  fortune  therefrom.  "He  could  have  been  the  richest 

30 

man  in  America  with  better  management."  At  one  time  the  place  had 
been  offered  "for  a  pony  and  a  rifle  gun."3-*- 


28Ibid.,  17. 

2^William  B.  Kent,  Saltville ,  Virginia  (Radford,  Va. ,  1955),  12. 
30 

Lewis  P.  Summers,  Annals  of  Southwest  Virginia  (Abingdon, 

1929),  1570. 

31J#1 
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With  the  assistance  of  some  men  he  had  hired,  King  dug  for  one 
hundred  and  ninety  feet  without  finding  anything.  That  night  the  bottom 
caved  in  and  filled  the  well  with  saline  water.  The  salt  produced 
there  --  at  the  rate  of  a  bushel  of  salt  to  twenty  gallons  of  water  -- 
took  the  prize  for  purity  and  fineness  in  New  York,  the  consensus  being 


that  it  was  finer  than  the  Liverpool  standard. 


32 


At  thirty-eight  King  died  without  issue,  leaving  his  fortune 
to  a  nephew  of  his  wife,  Mary  Trigg,  provided  he  should  marry  a  daughter 
of  King's  brother,  James. Daniel  Rogan  had  known  these  people  at  least 
from  the  days  of  his  sojourn  in  Botetourt.  Like  them  he  had  a  considerable 
number  of  business  interests  scattered  throughout  the  Holston  Valley,  all 
interlocking  with  those  of  other  people,  though  his,  necessarily,  were 
of  a  more  modest  nature.  His  son  James  made  more  than  one  trip  on  the 
river  freighting  the  salt  from  this  point,  the  river  being  shoaly  its 
entire  length  and  only  manageable  at  all  after  a  great  rise  of  the  waters. 
It  was  an  undertaking  for  the  dauntless.-^ 

Soon  after  these  trips,  however,  in  1816,  James  returned  to  his 
former  employers  in  Boatyard,  just  beginning  to  be  called  Kingsport  for 
the  site's  benefactor.  Lilburn  Henderson  having  retired,  the  firm  bore 
the  name  George  and  P.  S.  Hale  Mercantile  Company.  For  a  year's  employ- 

Q  S 

ment  James  was  to  be  paid  three  hundred  dollars. 
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Idem. 

Idem. 
Rogan, 
Idem . 
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Besides  his  work  in  the  store  and  his  flatboating  trips,  James 

made  an  expedition  as  far  east  as  Richmond  to  sell  horses,  but  as  he  said, 

"On  this  trip  I  was  not  so  successfull,  returning  home  with  a  few." 

Though  business  and  pleasure  were  to  take  him  to  the  large  eastern  cities 

many  times,  it  was  the  Old  Southwest  that  was  home,  and  he  returned  always 

36 

to  it  with  gratitude. 

While  the  family  lived  in  the  Abingdon  area,  the  last  of  the 
Rogan  children  were  born,  making  it  impossible  for  Daniel  to  count  his 
children  on  his  fingers.  The  names  of  the  children  suggest  the  interest 
of  the  father  at  the  time  of  their  birth.  Rogan' s  record  of  them  demon¬ 
strates  his  love  of  detailed  records. 


James  4  a.m. 

11  Decfi 

1797 

Amos  11  a.m. 

9  Sept. 

1799 

Griffith  3  a.m. 

16  July 

1800 

Jones  who  died 

14  Oct. 

1802 

Catherine  1  a.m. 

6  Dec. 

1803 

Daniel  6  p.m. 

1  May 

1806 

Maria  8  p.m. 

14  April 

1809 

(Born  Sullivan  Co.,  Tenn.) 

Rebecca  9  p.m. 

29  Nov. 

1811 

Oliver  H.  Perry 

5  Dec. 

1815 

Lilburn  H.  (Washington  Co.) 

23  Dec. 

1819 

Littleton  H.  (Sullivan  Co.) 

13  Jan'y. 

1823 

With  a  sprinkling  of  family,  Irish,  and  religious  names,  were 
the  names  of  friends  --  Lilburn  and  Littleton  Henderson  and  the  military 
hero  of  the  day.  Lilburn  is  a  good  Irish  name.  Perhaps  Littleton  is  the 
most  intriguing  of  the  names  Daniel  chose  for  his  sons.  It  was  popular 


■^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  18  _et  seq . 
37Ibid. ,  3. 
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on  the  frontier,  both  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  having  early  settle¬ 
ments  so  designated.  At  about  the  time  Littleton  Rogan  was  born,  how¬ 
ever,  Daniel  was  not  only  buying  books  again  but  was  acting  in  semilegal 
capacity  in  the  settlement  of  estates,  the  writing  of  wills,  and  the 
liquidation  of  businesses.  His  son,  Griffith,  was  already  a  magistrate 

O  O 

in  Washington  County,  Virginia.  It  could  have  been  that  Daniel  was 
familiar  with  the  great  medieval  English  jurist  Littleton  whose  Tenures 
in  legal  French  formed  the  basis  of  English  landholding  laws.  The  book 
could  have  been  among  the  number  he  brought  with  him. 

In  the  days  before  newspapers  sprang  up  in  every  hamlet,  the 
average  man  lived  for  posterity  in  the  records  of  the  courthouse,  the 
church,  and  the  cemetery.  Few  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  Valley,  mov¬ 
ing  as  frequently  as  they  did,  could  keep  family  letters,  accounts,  and 
diaries.  The  art  of  writing  was  not  entirely  universal  in  Daniel's  day, 
the  record  books  being  liberally  sprinkled  with  the  letter  X.  Buildings 
burned.  Gravestones  crumbled.  Church  buildings  were  replaced.  Human 
dust  mingled  with  Valley  soil,  and  later  arrivals  moved  over  the  spot 
unaware  of  its  past. 

Saved  from  the  common  fate  of  much  of  the  world,  Daniel  Rogan 
had  a  family  which  wrote  --  letters,  diaries,  anagrams,  poetry,  travel 
articles,  sermons,  deeds,  wills,  memoirs,  histories,  society  columns, 
news  reports,  weather  and  geological  and  ornithological  reports  for  the 
government,  songs,  telegrams,  business  accounts.  In  no  category  of  human 
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Virginia . 


Deed  Book  5,  7,  8,  Will  Book  4,  5,  6,  Washington  County, 
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records  were  the  Rogans  more  lively  than  in  the  spotted  pages  of  the 
estate  records  that  have  been  preserved  in  the  Valley  courthouses  of  the 
counties  where  they  resided. 

When  the  nomad  Daniel  moved  to  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  the 
paths  of  inland  commerce  were  beginning  to  throb  with  activity.  Boatyard 
was  a  series  of  residences,  businesses,  warehouses,  boatbuilding  yards, 
and  at  least  one  inn,  stretched  out  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
facing  Long  Island.  Farther  back  up  the  mountainside  dwellings  were 
clustered.  As  the  land  in  this  area  had  belonged  originally  to  large 
landowners  from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  which  had  contested  owner¬ 
ship  of  it,  the  sections  of  Boatyard  bore  the  names  of  the  developers. 
Thus  when  on  May  21,  1810,  Daniel  Rogan  paid  Robert  Christian  forty- three 

dollars  for  "a  lot  of  land,"  it  lay  "in  the  town  of  Christianville,  com- 

39 

monly  called  Boatyard,  next  to  the  lot  of  Robert  Preston." 

When  James  Rogan  was  approaching  his  majority  he  paid  "$70  to 

the  executors  of  the  estate  of  David  Ross"  and  received  title  to 

Lot  17,  fronting  on  Water  Street  in  the  Town 
of  Rossville  on  the  Holston  River  above  its 
junction  with  the  North  Fork  River,  beginning 
at  Front  Street  at  a  stake  on  the  second  corner 
of  Lot  16,  then  North  85,  West  4  poles  to  a 
stake  at  the  beginning  corner  of  Lot  18,  thence 
North  5  degrees,  East  10  poles  to  the  alley  1 
pole  wide,  thence  South  5,  West  10  poles  to  the 
beginning. ^0 


Deed  Book  6,  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  65  (Courthouse  at 
Blountville) .  The  families  Christian,  Preston,  and  Rogan  had  been  neigh¬ 
bors  in  Botetourt  days. 

^ODeed  Book  7,  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  374. 
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This  land,  a  quarter  of  an  acre  in  extent,  was  only  the  beginning  of 

James'  real  estate  investments.  He  obtained  the  property  as  well  as  the 

lot  adjoining  it  at  a  very  reasonable  price,  land  values  having  soared 

since  Daniel's  purchase,  because  of  his  friendship  with  the  Ross  heir, 

Fred.^  yhen  on  November  15,  1822,  Daniel  bought  lot  19  from  John  Martin, 

the  Rogans  owned  three  contiguous  lots  of  valuable  water-front  property. 

After  Daniel's  return  from  Saltville,  he  began  to  acquire  other  holdings, 

including  "one  parcel  of  a  half  acre,  a  front  lot  next  to  the  river, 

Cress  Street  to  Main  Street  to  a  lot  occupied  by  the  Myers,  White,  and 

Rogan  _/ his  own  firm/... May  15,  1827."^  This  acquisition  brought  the 

Rogans  into  a  prominent  position  among  the  business  property  owners  along 

the  waterway.  Griffith  Rogan  having  invested  in  a  business  in  Sullivan, 

Daniel  deeded  him  "lot  19  on  Second  Street"  where  he,  too,  entered  upon 

44 

a  mercantile  career. 

These  young  men  of  Irish  inheritance  appear  from  the  records  to 
have  been  reluctant  to  sell  property  they  had  owned,  and  even  after  Daniel's 
death  when  Littleton  and  Lilburn  as  executors  had  to  dispose  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy- five  acres  of  his  farm  on  Bays  Mountain  to  settle  an  account 
with  Paulser  Whitzell,  Griffith  and  Daniel,  Jr.,  bought  the  property  them¬ 
selves  .^5 


^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  18. 

^2Deed  Book  8,  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  315. 
“^Deed  Book  10,  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  500. 
44Ibid.,  461. 

^Deed  Book  24,  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  368. 
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Daniel  evidently  tried  to  own  his  homesite  as  well  as  his 

business  property,  whether  in  Virginia  or  East  Tennessee.  He  bought  an 

interest  in  the  valuable  Saltville  Valley  property  from  one  of  the  large 

owners.  For  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  other  valuable  considera- 

46 

tions,  he  bought  33  acres  above  the  mouth  of  Mockison  Creek.  Three 

years  later  he  paid  David  Campbell  two  hundred  dollars  for  one  hundred 

and  ten  acres  adjoining  his  smaller  property  and  sold  it  within  three 

47 

years  to  Christopher  Chaney  for  five  hundred  dollars. 

In  all  the  recorded  economic  endeavors  of  Daniel  Rogan,  the  in¬ 
volved  legal  aspects  of  the  settling  of  the  estate  of  his  former  partner  -- 
Lilburn  L.  Henderson  --  provide  for  the  curious  inquirer  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  information.  Appointed  by  Judge  William  Jones  as  true  and  lawful 
attorneys  to  appraise  and  dispose  of  this  estate,  according  to  law  and 
will,  were  Daniel  Rogan,  Joseph  C.  Trigg,  and  John  Fulton.  These  men 
were  "to  sell  for  no  less  than  $1200  eleven  acres  of  land  to  be  added  to 
the  personal  estate,  to  satisfy  a  debt  owed  Martin  Beatty,"  partner  of  the 
late  Henderson,  and  at  one  time  similarly  associated  with  Rogan  and  Trigg. ^ 
The  inventory  of  Henderson's  personal  property  is  a  composite 
of  that  owned  by  enterprising  frontiersmen  and  Tidewater  folk  of  the  period. 
A  small  sampling  of  the  items  reveals  the  mode  of  living  of  these  Valley 


^^Deed  Book  7,  Washington  County,  Virginia,  196. 

47 

Deed  Book  11,  Washington  County,  Virginia,  361-362.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  after  the  disposal  of  this  real  estate,  Daniel  re¬ 
tained  his  interest  in  the  business  of  the  area.  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  19. 

^®Deed  Book  7,  Washington  County,  Virginia,  213. 
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people  and  suggests  that  in  order  to  collect  only  household  articles 
much  "freighting  and  hauling"  was  needed. 


1  pier  glass  attached  to  wall 

25.00 

Brass  knob  fender  and  andirons 

95.00 

10  Windsor  chairs 

10.00 

13  D° 

15.00 

1  sideboard 

100.00 

1  Dfi 

50.00 

6  brass  candlesticks 

3.00 

8  waiters,  assorted  sizes 

20.00 

1  pr.  plated  stirrup  irons 

5.00 

1  deal  desk 

18.00 

1  doz.  elegant  chairs 

30.00 

1  pr.  candleshades 

20.00 

1  bedstead,  bed,  and  clothes 

50.00 

%  bl.  salt  in  cellar 

16.00 

1  still 

200.00 

16  still  tubs 

16.00 

12%  bu.  rye 

16.00 

4  oxen 

60.00 

1  ox  wagon,  1  body,  2  chains,  2 

yokes  75.00 

1  negro  man  Dick 

500.00 

1  X  cut  saw 

5.00 

3  stoneware  vessels 

1.00 

1  large  spinning  wheel 

1.00 

1  gold  watch 

75.00 

1  pr.  pistols  and  holsters 

10.00 

1  dirk 

5.00 

With  apparently  unlimited  choice  among  the  possessions  of  his 


late  and  closest  friend,  Daniel  chose  to  buy  the  following  items: 


1  clock 
1  table 
1  cupboard 
1  framed  picture 
1  fifth  chair 
1  large  kettle 


10.00 
3.00 
12.00 
7.50 
2.00 
3.62%  51 


Will  Book  4,  Washington  County,  Virginia,  333. 
5°Ibid. ,  334. 

51Ibid. ,  340. 
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The  sale  was  held  April  18,  1820,  and  from  personal  property 
sold,  valued  at  $9829.01%,  the  sum  of  $3884.85  was  realized. 52  The  fate 
of  the  eighteen  slaves  listed  for  sale  was  not  disclosed,  but  their  dis¬ 
posal  separately  was  not  difficult  even  in  this  democratic  society  of  the 
Valley. ^3  Rogan  was  allowed  one  hundred  dollars  for  his  efforts. 

This  case  dragged  on  until  Daniel  was  the  sole  surviving  executor. 
Debts  owed  by  the  estate  were  piling  up  interest.  In  September,  1833, 

Daniel  sold  two  lots  in  Abingdon  to  his  son,  James,  to  satisfy  claims 
against  the  Henderson  estate  arising  from  the  activities  of  the  firm  of 
Henderson  and  Trigg  after  Henderson's  death. In  1834,  Daniel  was  forced 
to  sell  sixty-four  of  his  own  acres,  which  had  cost  him  more  than  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  when  he  had  bought  them  from  Edward  Campbell,  to  close  out 
the  long  legal  tangle. 

When  Daniel  began  his  efforts  to  liquidate  his  friend's  affairs 
he  had  been  thirty-nine  years  old.  When  Griffith  put  his  seal  of  office 
on  the  final  document,  his  father  was  sixty- three.  He  was  no  longer  a 
stranger  in  America. 


52Ibid. ,  340-343. 

^2Deed  Book  7,  Washington  County,  Virginia. 

5^Will  Book  5,  Washington  County,  Virginia,  108-112. 
^Deed  Book  11,  Washington  County,  Virginia,  144. 
56peed  Book  12,  Washington  County,  Virginia,  38. 


yii  jqoiq  Isru-?t‘  ?  r»o'ii  •  .0£8r  <81  XiiqA  bled  sbv  £>I&8  sriT 

*"  «  osr  f  Ii  i  t.  o  ■  r8.A8&  $  o  mu8  &ili  ,#  J0.PS8(??  Is  b-.wlrv  tbXoe 

t, 

-  -  'i  om  j  .-d  ,b--*aoIoi..:  h  Jorr  a tw  sXbe  loi  bttail  aavala  nsaldgid  aril  3-o 
a  *3  o  i  ■  ■ 1  k  X  Jr  •  .vip b  ril  n,  nova  ii  .  1’iib  Ion  »v>  ylal&isqst  Xi  aoq 
: ■  ■-  •.«  •  ■  [t,h  brrwd  >f.  .  .  I  o  negoH  ^.  -  ^IXaV 

.loiuossa  gnlviv-iua  *io;-  9dl  afiv  Isl/taG  l.tl  rv  no  osggBib  ss&o  eJtdT 

t  •  6  I  <-'  ■  >2  r »  .  J  19. -o  qu  gni.  1 .;  q  sii.v  t. •'.  y  bsvio  8ldsJ 

&;n  i-i  Jd  y  +  .  ’  ,f-  L  ,no8  <r  H  ol  flob^nid/  ni  aloi.  owl  bXoa  fainad 

a  :  (  )  *i  j  il.'fi  o  ,t«o  jj  a.i  fa  HJBlaa  rrosivbnsH  yffJ  leniega 

boo  o  y  .  '  '  oiniiG  ,  .1  n  . d :t #  b  s  ’noaiabxsH  iaj  e  .giiT  bn  a  noeiobnaH 

n99.iii.gi  ..  n.-di  910m  mid  J aoo  bad  do  iriw  ,«‘iioa  rwo  aid  io  jooi-ylxia  Ilea  ol 
<  o  r.  •  >tfc  •  •  .  ^  :  ‘d  1  “  ^  :?*■  -  A  •  r  m  w  i  ■  -  bar  -  urr! 

^.signal  Lag  a. I  gnoX  adl 

■ 

’  >  ‘io  ii».  .  ..- i  r '  luq  rfli^iiO  nariW  .blc  axauy  onin-yliidi  rrssd  bi  d  ad 
r  i*-  •rrol  on  aaw  ©II  9  rffl-ytxl3  8BW  I9d?fci  aid  <  Jn&nuocb  Iht ;il  ad.  no 

.Boiism A  nj;  lag/;  le 


.£*£-0A£  t  , blcfj-  ? 

. 

.  i  i -80  f  ,  i  ...  tV  tyJiiioO  nolgnirfg  •  >;  ?.  doofl  IliW4^ 

* 

,«i  fjgi.(V  ,  /3i:uo0  nolgnlriaalJ  ,XX  ioofl  bsaG^ 

' 

8£  ni  ;7i/  , y InuoD  nolg/:  i rfj>n.W  <$I  >Joo*‘  bsaQ^- 


CHAPTER  III 


TWO  DECADES  OF  TENNESSEE  SOCIETY 
Education  and  professional  training  were  informal  matters  in 
East  Tennessee.  Thus,  though  there  were  few  educated  surgeons  or  doctors 
those  there  were,  as  well  as  laymen,  scarcely  hesitated  to  perform  what 
operations  were  necessary,  with  courage  and  often  with  skill.  Catherine, 
for  instance,  in  her  childbearing,  had  to  depend  on  neighbors  as  well  as 
on  a  local  physician,  who  was  not  always  available."^  Yet  she  lost  no 
children  in  childbirth. 

In  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  the  Rogans  engaged  profes¬ 
sionally  as  well  as  semiofficially,  good  common  sense  was  essential.  A 
knowledge  of  the  local  citizenry  stood  the  magistrates  in  good  stead 
when  cases  came  before  them.  An  attorney  with  a  gift  of  talk  and  a  quick 
penetrating  wit  sharpened  against  that  of  equally  gifted  companions,  was 
often  preferred  to  one  who  quoted  at  length  from  musty  books.  For  in¬ 
stance,  Andrew  Jackson,  who  practiced  before  the  court  in  Blountville, 
the  county  seat  of  Sullivan  County,  won  much  of  his  support,  not  because 

he  remembered  so  much  from  his  study,  but  because  he  had  learned  human 
2 

nature.  Both  Daniel  and  his  son,  Griffith,  perhaps  qualified  for  their 
magistracies  more  because  of  their  widespread  movements  and  acquaintance- 


l-Rogan,  "Biography";  Putnam,  0£.  cit .  ,  152. 


zMarquis  James,  Andrew  Jackson,  The  Border  Captain  (New  York, 
1933),  36-41,  47. 


Ill  H3TSAHD 


Yiaiooe  s?.?.z2i,:  "  3  1  :a>s<  owr 

af  7.1  •  ,ir  tftn  [•  •  :il  ri  y<t  g  l  i£r .  *  LSnoJfai  to  •  q  bm-  nollAatfbS 
>*  1  or  -t.  t  .‘fc  :  •  o-  IJ..  <;  vV  T’-  ■•.'  ■-  I  >'r-1  ,  Itlrf  ’  «  v9  2  83IJffdl  Ji*S 

-■&:!  it  i  s>q  ,-j  bs> J £ 3 i 8t)d  ^fsoi  c  .  ns>  :\  »i  ■-$  law  »b  ta?9\*  >aorfl 

r*i » i: '•  '  .  I  T  j :  ?  t:  .  i  vr  n .  r  o  nrr  ttwc:  fir  .I’M  t  vts  •> aso  jrr  sisw  BAOl  !;VJyqo 

Is  - . r.  c  :i  f  si  (  •  t  b  o  <:t  ;  t£3<l bi.  no  s  n±  ,uo  rii  'ar  io5 

n  ziaoi  sf  *  J o Y  9ldnl is  ft 'ev-  16  Jo t:  aaw  odv  .nsloiayriq  Xftool  b  no 

.rLlnldbildo  nl  rrsnblirio 

o'*  ’  j  F:  •!-.••••  J  .  :  r. '  , \  to  iosiq  sd  1  il 

.[Bid  19389  arw  :*?.i  os  xrommoi)  boog  f^IIsj  >15'  oimsa  sb  Hsw  sb  yXIsnoia 

•bm  i  :  .4  o  j!'  '  :,fJ'  •  o  is*ii  ta  Xsa  I  io  »§bt  ^on^i 

.  n  ,i  t>  .  br  t  y.  J  o  i> ;  j  rfiiw  in*rol:M  t  \  rndth  Pleiad  smf.o  *f«  .-<*3  noriw 

L,  <  ,  .  -nr-  ~c.o  I  *V  yr.f  o»  io  -n  r?  .1*1  h  b  benoqi  a  11  v  snlli ilansq 

.  a>}{ . '.o  yj  ■  itt  ir.  n  Hd,  >1  bodoup  orfw  sho  ol  bsiioloiq  rrodlo 

t3lIIvlmroJ8  ri  nuo-j  s/U  sio lad  bao-lDEd fq  oriw  .noejfoaL  waibnA  tsonsda 

seL'Boocf  dor  <:  ^qur  rid  :jo  ibam  now  ,yJnwoD  nsvlllu8  do  Ibs?.  ydnuoo  9<11 

ii  no.  barm-  r  barf  9fi  .euftosd  Jud  tybu;ta  -if  .noi5  doom  os  baisdniarroi  sri 

S 

•  iafil  nd  .  •: '}  o-  .  tfl.dir  tjtiO  :noa  rid  bnn  Is  noQ  rftofi  *'  .oTudsn 

.■on  jn  •>  brjji  in  'vom  f-  ■  ■  r.’oi  ts  7.  rj.i  io  osusood  stoiff  a‘-  ioailBigsnr 

i 

■ 

- -  -  ~ -  -  ■  - 

t.;  .C£0  tn  7lul  i "yrfqBdigoifi”  (fiBgofi 

>t  .  (  v;?  1'  1 1 1  i  rO  r  rod  nT  t/  ■  :  «.:•  boA_  <  aom.ob 

tXA-dC  «(£e9X 


34 
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ships  than  for  their  learning.  Fees  fluctuated.  Salaries  were  totally 

or  in  part  paid  by  commodities  which  in  turn  had  been  deposited  with  the 

county  by  taxpayers.  In  1809  a  few  years  after  Daniel  Rogan  moved  to 

Sullivan  County,  one  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  --  Andrew  Jackson  --  was 

4 

paid  fifty  pounds  of  meat  for  his  services. 

Barter,  in  general,  was  common.  Rogan  in  his  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness,  left  a  record  of  pasturage  exchanged  for  labor  as  late  as  1810.^ 

In  turn  he  may  have  paid  his  taxes  according  to  the  schedule,  which  per¬ 
mitted  one  fourth  of  the  assessment  to  be  paid  in  corn;  up  to  one  half 

in  beef,  pork,  or  venison;  a  minimum  of  one  eighth  in  money  to  defray 

£ 

the  expense  of  removing  the  provisions.  In  order  to  standardize  pay¬ 
ments  of  this  kind,  values  were  set  for  the  produce:  corn,  four  bushels 
for  fifty  cents;  beef,  five  dollars  per  hundred  weight;  salt,  sixteen 
dollars  a  bushel. ^ 

Despite  such  conditions,  Boatyard  and  its  environs  were  not 
attractive  only  to  the  frontiersmen.  From  the  Tidewater  came  a  number 
of  prominent  families  either  soon  after  or  a  few  years  before  Daniel 
arrived.  One  of  these  was  the  Richard  Netherlands,  who  came  to  the  area 


^Deed  Book  7,  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  374  _et  seq .  ;  Deed 
Book  12,  38  _et  seq . 

^Putnam,  _o£.  cit .  ,  235. 

^Daniel  Rogan,  Ledger  Page,  Rogan  Papers. 

^Putnam,  _o£.  cit .  ,  279. 

^ Idem. 
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soon  after  1810.  Not  only  was  Netherlands  property  near  that  of  Daniel 
Rogan,  but  the  interests  of  these  men  were  rather  closely  identified  in 
several  fields.-  Both  had  families  of  children  of  like  ages  and  both 
were  deeply  involved  in  transportation.  Of  a  good  family  which  possessed 
large  landholdings  in  York  and  Goochland  counties,  conservative  and 

8 

orthodox,  associated  with  the  Randolphs  in  social  and  religious  matters, 
Netherland  came  to  the  Holston  to  occupy  about  a  thousand  acres  which  his 
wife  had  inherited  from  her  ancestors,  including  the  Long  Island. 

In  1818  Netherland  was  living  on  his  beautiful  property,  the 
Long  Island.  Soon  afterwards  he  built  in  the  village. ^  Not  long  after 
his  arrival  at  Boatyard,  Netherland  had  acquired  a  property  now  known 
as  the  Old  Netherland  Inn.  In  the  early  1800's  it  sat  facing  the  untamed 
river.  Three  stories  high,  with  stone  basement  and  first  floor  walls 
several  feet  thick,  its  main  floor  was  high  above  ground  level  on  the 
front,  though  the  mountainside  at  the  rear  gave  direct  access  to  this 
floor.  An  enclosed  walkway  led  above  the  road  from  the  main  door  to  the 
wharf  and  warehouse  on  the  water's  edge.^  At  the  inn  Netherland  dispensed 

1909S74 

^Bishop  William  Meade,  Old  Churches  and  Families  of  Virginia 
(2  vols.,  Philadelphia,  1857),  I,  387,  II,  34;  Rogan,  "Biography." 

^Frederick  A.  Ross,  The  Story  of  Rotherwood ,  The  Autobiography 
of  Reverend  Frederick  A.  Ross ,  D.D. ,  Based  on  Letters  to  a.  Lady  of  Knox¬ 
ville  (Knoxville,  1923),  15. 

lOConversat ion  with  Mrs.  Nettie  Cloud,  August  30,  1955.  Mrs. 
Cloud,  the  present  owner  of  the  inn,  now  ninety-two  years  of  age,  is  a 
relative  of  the  Netherlands.  Her  husband  bought  the  inn  for  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  in  the  late  nineteenth  century.  The  accepted  date  for 
the  erection  of  the  building,  1812,  is  obviously  in  error,  according  to 
its  present  owner.  Bricks  recovered  from  the  rubble  of  the  chimney  after 
it  was  struck  by  lightning  a  half  century  ago  bore  the  imprint  1790,  and 
repairmen,  after  a  fire,  disclosed  materials  and  construction  methods  in 
use  at  an  even  earlier  date. 
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the  usual  drinks  through  the  window  of  one  of  the  few  real  English  bars 
in  all  the  Old  Southwest,  through  an  opening  that  could  be  closed.  The 
floor  of  the  bar  had  a  trap  door  to  the  cellar  which  could  be  reached 
easily  for  supplies.  The  bar  could  be  closed  in  case  of  violence,  the 
cellar  forming  an  excellent  refuge.  A  secret  movable  section  of  the 
wall  was  said  to  form  an  exit  to  the  outside  world  in  early  days.H 
Netherland  served  meals  to  the  public  and  furnished  beds  for  the  trave¬ 
lers,  among  whom  were  the  Rogans,  John  Sevier,  Andrew  Jackson,  David 

1  7 

Crockett,  and  notables  and  renegades  of  various  prominence. 

Tavern  rates  varied  slightly  from  time  to  time  and  from  place 

to  place,  but  being  regulated  by  law  during  this  early  period,  they  were 

more  or  less  uniform.  The  stated  price  of  drinks  was  as  follows: 

1  half  pint  such  as  will  sink  tallow,  2  shill¬ 
ings;  bowl  of  toddy  made  with  loaf  sugar  and 
whiskey,  3  shillings,  six  pence;  1  quart  bowl 
of  punch  with  fruit,  10  shillings;  dinner  and 
grog,  4  shillings  and  six  pence. 13  One  plain 
whiskey,  1  quart,  $1;  dinner,  2  shillings; 
supper  and  breakfast,  1  and  6.1^ 

Among  Netherland's  nine  children  were  twins,  Richard  and  Sarah, 
and  an  infant,  John.  Though  they  were  younger  than  the  first  of  Daniel's 
children  they  associated  with  the  Rogan  family. 


^Conversation  with  Mrs.  Nettie  Cloud,  August  30,  1960. 
Ibidem;  also  James  Rogan  Memorandum,  Rogan  Papers. 


13putnam,  _o£.  cit .  ,  252. 
l^Ibid.,  285. 
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In  1818  came  another  representative  of  the  Tidewater  who  was 
to  play  an  important  and  dominating  role  in  the  life  of  the  Rogans . 
Frederick  A.  Ross  came  riding  into  Boatyard  to  "occupy  his  acres"  and 
to  compete  in  the  vibrant  society  of  the  Holston  settlements.  Deter¬ 
mined  to  maintain  his  status  as  gentleman  and  overlord  of  properties  and 
people,  he  was  destined  to  bring  both  inspiration  and  confusion  into  the 
entire  Valley.  Portraying  himself  as  something  of  a  Lochinvar  riding  on 
a  romantic  mission  from  the  east,  he  soon  found  in  Kingsport  an  old 

friend  from  his  Cumberland  County  home,  Richard  Netherland,  and  at  once 

15 

he  began  the  association  that  was  to  bring  bankruptcy  to  both  of  them. 
Under  the  paternal  care  of  the  ex-Virginian,  Ross  spent  long  pleasant 
hours  at  the  stands  hunting,  especially  the  plentiful  deer  --  Netherland 
with  his  shotgun,  Ross  with  his  rifle. ^  To  these  hunting  forays  Nether¬ 
land  had  gone  forth  on  his  horse,  Old  Half-hammer,  so  called  because  of 
a  limp  that  resembled  the  motion  of  a  tip  hammer  in  a  blacksmith's  shop.^ 
Among  others  whom  the  young  dandy  from  the  Tidewater  met  were 
the  Rogan  boys,  though  for  reasons  of  his  own,  their  names  never  appear 
on  the  pages  of  his  autobiography,  as  indeed  for  the  same  reasons  he 
never  mentioned  the  younger  Netherlands.  Later  events  made  his  associa¬ 
tion  with  these  families  so  delicate  a  matter  that  he  referred  to  them 
only  as  "elders  in  my  church."  To  the  Rogans  and  Netherlands,  after  much 


l^Ross,  jop.  cit .  ,  15. 
^Idem. 

^ ^Idem. 
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intimacy  in  social,  business,  and  religious  life,  his  name  for  some  years 

1 8 

became  a  synonym  for  worldly  deceit. 

To  at  least  one  Rogan,  Ross  was  always  a  beloved  brother.  Born 
almost  a  year  to  the  day  before  James,  Fred  inherited  great  estates  in 
Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  but  the  Virginia  estates  and  the  Oxford 
Iron  Works,  including  five  hundred  slaves  who  labored  there,  had  to  be 
sold  for  debt. 19  At  the  same  time  that  James  Rogan  was  fighting  the 
rivers  and  the  mountain  passes  with  his  cargoes,  Ross  was  traveling  to 
Boatyard  "the  way  a  gentleman  traveled  in  1818,"  as  he  expressed  his 
opinion  of  his  manner  of  traveling  in  his  early  life.  He  added  that  he 


rode  a  fine  horse.  All  saddle,  bridle,  Mar¬ 
tingale,  were  of  white  leather.  Steel  bit 
and  stirrups  --  the  latter  I  remember  cost 
$20.  The  servant,  the  handsomest  man  in  the 
household,  rode  as  fine  a  horse  as  his  master 
and  had  behind  him  on  a  pillion  a  small  trunk, 
called  a  portmanteau ...  large  enough  to  contain 
the  wardrobe.  No  gentleman  in  those  days  ever 
rode  on  a  pair  of  saddlebags  or  his  servant 
either....  If  the  gentleman  chose  to  rub  his 
handkerchief  over  the  neck  of  his  horses,  there 
w_ould  _be  no  dust...  their  legs  and  their  bodies 
_/would/  shine  like  satin  and  the  bits,  curbs 
and  stirrups  would  be  bright  as  silver. 

Somehow  between  Ross  and  James  Rogan  there  existed  a  strong  af¬ 


finity.  It  was  from  Ross  that  James  acquired  his  building  lot  in  Kingsport, 


l^Daniel  Rogan  to  F.  A.  Ross,  n.d.  (Daniel  Rogan  died  in  1842); 
James  Rogan  to  F.  A.  Ross,  August,  1877,  Rogan  Papers. 

19ross,  op .  cit . ,  7 . 

20Ibid.,  8-9. 

21 


Idem. 
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for  a  nominal  sum  that  was  returned,  upon  which  James  erected,  as  he 
said,  "with  a  good  deal  of  my  own  labor  at  spare  times  a  two  story  build¬ 
ing  (Dwelling),  having  four  rooms."^ 

During  this  period  betting  as  well  as  barter  played  an  important 
part  in  the  commerce  of  East  Tennessee.  "I  will  give  or  take  six-forty" 
was  a  familiar  term  when  an  issue  was  in  doubt  or  a  matter  to  be  settled. 
One  block  of  land  was  exchanged  for  three  axes  and  two  cowbells. 23  Always 
in  demand  were  rifles  and  clear- toned  bells.  The  commodities  which  James 
carried  down  the  river  contained  those  articles  as  well  as  iron  and  salt. 24 
Salt,  of  course,  was  the  universal  seasoning  and  preservative,  used  for 
the  meat  of  domestic  animals  as  well  as  for  the  game  at  hand  --  birds, 
bison,  bear,  and  deer.  The  housewife  needed  it  for  her  johnnycakes,  ash- 
cakes,  and  hoecakes.  "Salt  was  precious  and  precious  scarce,"  and  did 
not  lose  its  savor. 25 

Knox  County,  the  terminus  of  James'  earliest  flatboating  trips, 
served  as  distributing  point  for  a  large  sector  of  the  state  which  it 
could  not  from  its  own  products  supply. 26  pn  all  East  Tennessee  the  total 
population  in  1830  was  196,000,^7  a  large  fraction  of  which  was  new  since 


22R0gan,  "My  Life,"  36. 

23putnam,  _o£.  cit .  ,  320. 

2^Rogan,  "Biography." 

25putnam,  _0£.  cit .  ,  156. 

26u.  S. ,  Ab  s tract  of  the  Returns  of  the  Fi fth  Census  (Washing¬ 
ton,  1832),  28. 

^ ^Idem. 
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the  previous  census.  Ten  years  previously  in  this  eastern  valley  the 
industries  were  similar  and  fairly  evenly  distributed  along  the  river. 

The  common  items  of  manufacture  were  chairs,  boots  and  shoes,  flour, 
tin  plates,  and  hats. 28  In  fact,  the  production  of  hats  was  the  second 
highest  item  in  the  list  of  manufactured  goods. 29  gy  far  the  largest 
industry  was  the  production  of  whiskey  --  its  value  in  Knox  County  alone 
being  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars. 30  Necessities  had  to  be  imported. 

The  poor  people  of  East  Tennessee  traded  with  boatmen  but  re¬ 
lied  on  their  own  resources  first  of  all.  When  they  could  not  buy  woolen 
covers  they  used  dressed  hides,  probably  left  after  bartering  for  the 
boatmen's  treasures.  They  still  depended  on  moccasins  when  they  had 
nothing  to  barter  for  upriver  shoes. 31  Others  like  David  Crockett  were 
still  wearing  leather  breeches  when  Rogan  pulled  to  the  bank  to  trade, 
though  such  garments  were  becoming  scarcer.  The  coonskin  cap  and  the 
hunting  shirt  remained  for  a  long  time. 32  gut  river  traffic,  in  addition 
to  staples,  brought  brocades,  furbelows,  and  flounces,  and,  in  conse¬ 
quence,  the  looking  glass. 33  it  Was  linsey-woolseys ,  however,  which, 


2&U.  S. ,  Digest  of  Accounts  of  Manufacturing  Establishments  in 
the  United  States  and  of  Their  Manufactures ,  Fourth  Census ,  1820  (Wash¬ 
ington,  1823),  II,  District  of  East  Tennessee. 

2  9idem. 

30_Idem. 

31putnam,  _0£.  cit .  ,  144. 

32james  Phelan,  History  of  Tennessee .  The  Making  of  _a  State 
(Boston,  1889),  180;  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  14. 

33phelan,  _op.  cit .  ,  180. 
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amid  the  picturesque  extremes,  remained  staple. 

When  the  people  developed  a  taste  for  industries  and  exotic 
fabrics,  they  tried  to  satisfy  it  at  one  time  by  weaving  silk  from  their 
own  cocoons  grown  on  their  own  mulberry  trees. ^  The  Rogans ,  eager  as 
usual,  invested  in  the  new  luxury  industry  --  to  their  sorrow. 

As  James  was  growing  into  maturity,  the  younger  children  in 
the  family  were  inheritors  of  the  improved  educational  facilities  of  the 
area  and  the  economic  advancement  of  their  father.  Schools  existed  even 
before  the  Rogans  arrived.  Academies  had  been  established  by  various 
agencies,  often  becoming  sectarian  in  character  regardless  of  the  initial 
impulse  which  caused  their  creation.  Today  it  is  difficult  to  determine, 
because  so  little  unbiased  reporting  has  been  done  on  the  subject,  whether 
the  great  teachers  of  the  period  were  Irish  Catholics,  who  had  deserted 
the  old  faith,  or  Scotch- Irish  Presbyterians.-^  But  to  these  institu¬ 
tions  --  Tusculum,  Blount,  Maryville  --  went  Rogan  and  Netherland  boys 
to  sit  at  the  feet  of  Presbyterian  divines,  many  of  whom  were  products  of 
Log  College.  Doak,  Carrick  --  men  with  names  as  Irish  as  Rogan  --  in¬ 
stilled  in  their  students  such  an  education  as  Daniel  Rogan,  Sr.,  possessed 
and  his  son,  James,  too  busy,  too  old,  and  too  poor  to  acquire,  always 


3  A 

4Ross,  op.  cit . ,  20. 

35 

Henry  J.  Ford,  The  Scotch-Irish  in  America  (Princeton,  1915), 
passim;  Forrester,  "A  Study  of  the  Migration  of  Catholics  to  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Valley  Region  from  1769  to  1810,"  passim;  Richard  J.  Purcell, 
"Pioneer  Irish  Educators  in  Early  Tennessee,"  Catholic  Education  Review , 
XXXIV  (September,  1936),  passim;  J.  G.  Craighead,  Scotch  and  Irish  Seeds 
in  American  Soil  (Philadelphia,  1878),  passim. 
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admired. 36  The  young  Daniel  Rogan  learned  his  lesson  well,  participated 

in  the  New  School  controversy,  and  though  he  died  in  good  favor  with  his 

37 

old  church,  always  clung  to  the  side  of  emotion  in  religion. 

Public  support  of  these  and  other  educational  institutions 
varied,  because  the  land-hungry  Tennesseans  pre-empted  the  lands  set 
aside  for  their  financial  assistance  from  the  Indian  cessions.  As  the 
legislature  set  apart  new  acreages  they  understandably  became  more  distant 
and  less  valuable,  so  that  fees  for  attendance  played  an  ever-larger  part  , 

O  O 

in  the  successful  operation  of  the  schools.  ° 

While  his  younger  brothers  were  busy  with  the  affairs  of  child¬ 
hood  and  youth,  James  Rogan  busied  himself  with  the  affairs  of  a  young 
man.  Having  built  a  dwelling,  he  set  about  to  secure  a  mistress  for  it. 

On  September  22,  1822,  at  the  Netherland  home,  James  Rogan  and  Sarah 
Netherland,  then  sixteen,  were  married. 39  James  wrote  that 

Soon  af ter ...  gathered  my  little  all  and  went  to 
housekeeping  in  the  verry  same  building  sometime 
before  prepared  for  this  verry  purpose....  Felt 
no  desire  for  a  bridal  tour  to  New  York  or  any 
of  the  watering  places  to  add  to  our  happiness, 
for  it  was  complete  being  King  and  Queen  of  our 
own  realm,  possessors  of  our  own  dominion,  clear 
of  all  enthrallment.  This  dear  and  precious  wife 
was  a  twin  and  one  of  _the  youngest  daughters  of 
Richard  and  Margaret  J_ Wood_/  Netherland,  Born  in 
Powhattan  County,  Va. ,  30th  day  of  May,  1806.^0 


^^Rogan,  "Daniel  Rogan,  Sen." 

37Idem. 

^Tennessee,  House  Journal  (1824),  80. 

3^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  24. 
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Ibid. ,  25. 
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The  building  of  this  house  could  hardly  have  been  an  expensive 
project  by  our  standards.  Less  than  a  decade  earlier  during  the  war  with 
Britain  and  the  "flush  times  of  money,"  Daniel  Rogan,  in  business  at 
Boatyard,  made  out  a  bill  for  goods  and  services  "to  erect  a  house,  20  by 
26  ft.,  2  storys  high,  at  Salt  Wharf  by  Samuel  Knott  for  L.  L.  Henderson." 
James  Rogan' s  house  must  have  been  similar  to  the  Henderson  building,  the 
estimate  for  which  was,  in  part,  thus:^ 


2600'  weatherboarding 

18.00 

100  panes  of  glass 

16.66  2/3 

7  locks 

8.75 

5000  shingles 

15.00 

Total  (materials) 

241.88 

WAKTUHl) 

w  isrokicAt 

Carpenter's  bill 

309.39 

socr»TT 

Total 

551.27 

By  eliminating  most  of  the  carpenter's  expense,  Rogan  must  have  acquired 
his  "Realm"  rather  reasonably  even  for  his  time. 

Daniel  Rogan  had  had  dealings  with  David  Ross  before  the  son, 
Fred,  arrived  in  the  Valley.  A  statement  of  Ross'  account,  kept  entirely 
in  English  terms,  shows  charges  for  "Phoebe's  hire,"  corn,  a  canoe,  a 
fish  trap,  pasture  rent,  tables,  chairs,  a  bed,  the  exchange  of  cotton 
baling  for  an  under  bed,  and  --  curiously  --  another  in  a  long  list  of 
frontier  inventions,  a  washing  machine.  The  total  came  to  L25-16-10%, 
plus  E8-18-6  carried  forward. ^2 

Besides  business,  education,  and  population  expansion,  East 
Tennessee  was  involved  in  the  wave  of  religion  and  reform.  Daniel,  with 


Daniel  Rogan  to  L.  L.  Henderson,  n.d.,  Rogan  Papers. 
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David  Ross  due  to  Daniel  Rogan,  n.d.,  Rogan  Papers. 
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an  addiction  to  writing  poetry,  entered  upon  anagram  and  charade  building, 
inspired  no  doubt  by  the  prohibition  societies  which,  having  begun  before 
the  turn  of  the  century,  lasted  for  almost  half  a  century,  wafted  in  by 
the  winds  of  the  Great  Revival  and  fanned  into  life  by  the  puritanical 
wings  of  the  evangelical  sects. ^  Ever  ready  with  his  pen  to  fix  a  local 
mood,  for  the  moment  or  for  posterity,  Daniel  wrote  many  lampoons,  ridicu¬ 
ling  not  only  the  demon  rum  but  tipplers,  taverns,  tea  drinkers,  and  re¬ 
formers  as  well. 

In  the  very  earliest  of  his  Tennessee  days,  Daniel  wrote  a  mock 
lecture  containing  a  set  of  oratorical  Twenty  Questions,  all  of  which 
were  answered  by  himself  in  acrostics  conceived  on  the  letters  R,  U,  M, 
with  questions  and  answers  like  the  following:  "What  is  rum  produced 
from?"  "Rancied,  unsound  molasses."  "By  whom  is  rum  made?"  "Ragged, 
unclean  menials."  "Who  imports  it  into  our  country?"  "Rich,  unsatiable 
merchants . Not  once  does  he  repeat,  his  vocabulary  increasing  in 
precision,  flexibility,  and  erudition  as  his  lecture  develops. ^ 

A  few  years  before  his  death,  Daniel  penned  on  the  back  of  an 
envelope  addressed  to  his  wife  a  short  doggerel  which  is  probably  facetious 
rather  than  personal,  a  good-natured  tirade  against  strong  drink. 


^Daniel  Rogan,  Anagrams  and  Charades,  Rogan  Papers. 

“^Daniel  Rogan,  Lecture  on  Rum,  Rogan  Papers. 

^Not  only  Daniel,  but  his  children  and  grandchildren  as  well, 
were  obsessed  by  a  love  of  words.  James  Wood  Rogan  when  he  was  in  his 
sixty- fourth  year  built  thirty-seven  variations  upon  the  letters  of  his 
name:  Rogan,  organ,  groan,  etc.  James  W.  Rogan,  Farm  Diary,  January  26, 

1884-July  6,  1884,  February,  1884,  typed  copy  in  the  possession  of  the 
author. 
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Keen  and  cold  was  the  wintry  blast,  And  sleet 
and  snow  were  falling  fast 
As  through  the  street  I  briskly  passed,  But 
shall  I  tell 

•  I  too  much  wine  that  day  had  sipped,  And 
awkwardly  I  sometimes  tripped. 

At  last  upon  my  feet  I  slipped,  And  prostrate 
fell, 

But  soon  again  sprang  to  my  feet.  I  took  more 
care  and  crossed  the  street 
To  where  invited  to  a  treat  of  cakes  and  tea. 

But  ere  had  filled  the  first  a  cup,  The  cat 
the  second  had  lapped  up 
And  did  not  leave  a  single  sip  for  me.^ 

In  addition  to  these  small  literary  offerings  written  to  amuse 
others,  Daniel  was  accustomed  to  setting  up  geometric  equations  to  be 
solved  and  constructing  figures  upon  his  results.  Occasionally  he  drew 
in  his  margins  caricatures  which  were  humorous  and  lifelike. 

The  Rogans  were  affected  by  the  great  upsurge  of  religious  fer¬ 
vor  which  swept  Tennessee  with  regular  and  increasing  intensity.  In  1811 
an  unusually  fervid  response  to  the  ministers  of  the  revival  circuit 
brought  to  the  penitents’  bench  a  young  man  named  James  Gallaher  who  was 
destined  to  be  one  of  Fate's  instruments  not  only  in  causing  almost  a 
century  of  discord  between  Presbyterians  and  Methodists,  but  also  in  help¬ 
ing  sever  the  old  Scottish  church  itself  into  the  Old  School  (or  Old  Side) 
and  New  School  divisions. ^  Licensed  to  preach  in  1815,  he  occupied  the 
pulpit  of  two  Hawkins  County  churches  from  1816  to  1830.  "A  minister  of 


HURogan,  Anagrams,  Rogan  Papers. 

^^James  W.  Rogan,  "Hawkins  County,"  Rogersville  Review,  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1889-November  27,  1890,  September,  1890,  typed  copy  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  author;  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly,  1789-1820  (Phila¬ 
delphia,  1847),  130-131. 
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great  eloquence  and  personal  magnet  ism. .. during  his  pastorate  there  were 
frequent  and  extensive  revivals"  in  his  own  church  and  throughout  the 
Valley. 

Gallaher's  brother  in  Calvinism,  James  Glenn  of  nearby  Boatyard 
or  Kingsport,  joined  with  him  to  hold  a  protracted  meeting  at  the  thriv¬ 
ing  inland  port.  On  September  22,  1823,  James  and  his  wife  responded  to 
their  call  and  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church. 4-9  James  Glenn  also  per¬ 
formed  most  of  the  marriage  ceremonies  for  the  Rogan  family. 

At  the  same  protracted  meeting  Ross  became  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 51  Ross  also  turned  away  from  bachelorhood.  At 
Jonesboro,  to  which  the  Kingsport  meeting  moved  after  three  weeks,  Ross 
first  saw  Theodosia  Vance,  who  became  his  wife.  On  December  16,  1823, 
she  and  Ross  were  married. 52 

While  the  Rosses  held  court  at  Rotherwood,  a  mansion  Frederick 
had  built  on  his  property  on  the  Holston,  James  and  Sarah  became  the 
parents  of  their  first-born  child,  James  Wood.  His  arrival  prevented  the 
presence  of  his  mother  at  the  Ross  wedding  the  following  day.  On  Jan- 


^Rogan,  "Hawkins  County,"  September,  1890.  Almost  all  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  James  W.  Rogan  were  painstakingly  copied  from  scattered  sources  by 
Mr.  Prentiss  Price,  Rogersville,  Tennessee,  over  a  period  of  years. 

4-9R0gan,  "My  Life,"  19. 

50ldem. 

5lRoss,  op.  cit . ,  30. 

52Ibid.,  5. 
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uary  14,  1825,  Maria  Netherland  Rogan  was  born  in  the  two-story  house 
on  Water  Street. 

Soon  afterwards  James  received  an  offer  from  Colonel  James 
White  of  Abingdon  to  join  in  a  business  partnership  far  down  the  river 
at  Gunter's  Landing,  Alabama,  in  land  still  possessed  by  the  Indians. 
Still  clinging  to  hill  and  river,  he  moved  down  the  stream  on  the  only 
conveyance  available,  a  flatboat,  and  prepared  a  new  home  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tennessee. Frederick  Ross,  his  friend,  likewise  inspired  to 
change  his  field  of  endeavor,  went  off  to  study  for  the  ministry.  But 
the  lives  of  the  Rogans  and  the  Rosses  were  not  yet  to  be  dissevered. 
Ross,  too,  would  follow  the  river  to  the  Great  Bend."^ 


-*^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  39. 

54Ibid.,  25. 
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Ross ,  o£.  cit . ,  6 . 
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CHAPTER  IV 


CAREERS,  CRIMINALS,  COMMERCE 

Even  after  the  United  States  recognized  the  back  country  by 
putting  a  tax  on  spirituous  liquors,  the  frontier  continued  to  take  care 
of  most  of  its  problems  of  defense  and  law  enforcement.  Though  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville  put  an  end  to  organized  Indian  raids,  the  aborigines 
remained  for  some  time  a  source  of  uneasiness  to  the  body  of  whites  who 
multiplied  daily  along  the  main  thoroughfares  and  began  to  infiltrate 
the  creek  valleys  and  mountain  caves.  Another  matter  causing  concern  to 
the  stable  population  was  the  presence  of  the  drifter.  In  the  river 
towns  there  was  an  especial  attraction  for  the  adventurer,  the  scalawag, 
the  plain  criminal  seeking  a  victim  or  escape.  Court,  held  at  Blount- 
ville  or  Rogersville  or  elsewhere  in  the  valley,  followed  the  pattern  for 
"court  day"  throughout  the  South.  Every  man  had  an  opportunity  to  know 
the  prominent  upholders  of  law  --  old  John  Sevier,  whose  family  ranged  up 
and  down  the  river,  leaving  their  names  on  official  record  books;  the 
Gaines  family,  which  furnished  generals  for  several  wars;  Andrew  Jackson, 
wearing  a  gun  and  going  to  church  and  trying  to  upset  the  political  career 
of  "Nolichucky  Jack;"  the  visitor  John  Overton,  who  would  one  day  go  with 
Andrew  Jackson  to  visit  James  King  to  borrow  money  for  buying  Chickasaw 
Bluffs,  now  Memphis.  East  Tennessee  was  an  exciting  place  in  which  to  live. 

However,  with  the  average  man  it  was  not  always  the  questionable 
tactics  of  the  political  leaders  or  the  depredations  of  the  scoundrels 
which  affected  him.  It  was  more  frequently  the  moral  deviations  of  neigh¬ 
bors  which  lingered  in  the  memory. 
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No  class  left  behind  a  less  gentlemanly  reputation  than  the 
river  men,  the  flatboatmen,  the  keelboatmen,  the  roustabouts  associated 
with  river  traffic.  In  fact,  these  "al ligator- horses"  of  early  river 
transportation  appear  today  to  have  perpetuated  legends  of  their  own  dis¬ 
solute  and  reckless  natures.  Mike  Fink  and  his  crew  became  the  prototype 
of  all  river  boatmen.  Daring  and  strong  they  had  to  be,  but  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  obligation  was  upon  them  to  become  degenerates 
In  fact, quite  a  contrary  instance  could  be  cited  when  Daniel  and  Catherine 
Rogan  permitted,  or  probably  arranged  for,  the  "signing  on"  of  their 
twelve-year-old  son,  James,  who  had  never  been  away  from  home  more  than 
a  day,  as  a  keelboat  hand  on  an  expedition  to  carry  salt  to  Knoxville  for 
James  King,  dispatched  by  his  shipping  agent;,  Daniel. 

But  James'  life  was  not  all  flatboating.  At  George  and  P.  S. 
Hale  Company,  he  slept  in  the  store  at  night,  his  father's  family  at  this 
time  living  at  Abingdon,  to  which  point  they  had  moved  during  James'  ab¬ 
sence  in  Kentucky.  One  night  in  late  winter  torrents  of  rain  began  to 
fall.  James  lay  on  his  bed  listening.  Already  the  loaded  boats  were 
waiting  for  the  water  that  would  lift  them  from  their  beachheads  and  en¬ 
dow  them  with  their  function.  "Early  the  next  morning  before  it  was 
fairly  day,"  Rogan  rose  from  his  bed,  and  from  the  counting  room  where  he 
had  been  sleeping,  rushed  out  onto  the  portico,  anxiously  hoping  for  the 
sight  of  the  freshet  that  gladdened  his  boatman's  heart.  Because  dawn 

still  held  back,  he  leaned  against  the  door  to  the  store  which  opened  also 

2 

onto  the  porch.  The  door  flew  open  under  his  weight. 

iRogan,  "My  Life,"  12. 

2  Ibid . ,  72. 
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Shocked  at  the  occurrence  and  at  the  thought  that  he  had  failed 
to  put  the  bar  on  the  door,  James  "quickly  procured  a  light  and  to  ./his/ 
horror  found  all  the  drawers  had  been  opened  and  papers  scattered  hither 
and  thither."  Some  eight  hundred  dollars  in  cash  and  three  thousand  in 
a  notebook  were  missing. 3  "it  is  hard,"  he  wrote,  "  to  conceive  my  feel¬ 
ings  of  distress,  thinking  that  my  negligence  had  caused  the  loss."  Some¬ 
one  later  discovered  that  a  transom  glass  had  been  removed,  allowing  the 
bar  to  be  lifted  through  the  opening.  "This,"  said  James,  "to  a  great  de¬ 
gree  removed  my  agony  of  mind,  yet  to  think  all  this  was  done  without 

4 

awakening  me  was  still  grievous  to  me." 

A  few  days  later  the  book  of  notes  was  found  where  it  had  been 
discarded.  Then  people  of  the  village  recalled  that  another  store  had 
been  entered  and  robbed  a  few  months  before  --  surely  an  indication  that 
crime  was  not  so  rampant  as  might  be  imagined  from  the  legendary  character 
of  the  river  towns.  Those  who  were  involved  began  investigations  to  de¬ 
termine  who  the  culprit  might  be.  Some  time  elapsed  before  suspicion 
settled  on  a  saddler  who  was  frequently  away  from  home,  his  movements 
being  clothed  by  the  darkness  of  the  night.  When  once  he  returned  with 
a  drove  of  horses  with  which  he  immediately  left  for  market,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  James  and  a  young  man  representing  the  other  victimized  firm 
should  follow  the  saddler  and  examine  the  money  with  which  he  paid  his  bills.3 

Without  success  in  recognizing  any  of  the  money,  the  pursuers 


3lbid. ,  83. 
4 Ibid. ,  84. 

3Ibid. ,  85. 
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were  startled  when  they  suddenly  in  North  Carolina  came  upon  the  saddler 
waiting  for  them.  He  informed  them  that  he  knew  their  reason  for  being 
there  and  that  he  would  consent  to  search.  Knowing  that  if  guilty  he  had 

protected  himself  against  detection,  they  performed  the  task  and  left. 

£ 

"Never  remember  seeing  that  man  again,"  James  noted.  Thus,  crime  and 
detection  on  the  frontier  followed  the  established  pattern. 

Another  instance,  this  time  of  violence,  remained  vivid  in  James 
Rogan's  mind.  In  1815  before  the  trip  to  Kentucky,  while  Daniel  operated 
a  business  in  Bristol  in  connection  with  his  contract  with  King,  James  was 
working  in  his  father's  store  and  sleeping  in  the  counting  room  of  that 
establishment,  which  was  near  the  family  residence.  At  that  time  he  was 
seventeen. ^  Close  friends  of  the  Rogans  were  a  Mr.  Ware,  overseer  and 
manager  for  James  King  --  a  "good,  clever,  and  honest  man,"  a  widower  -- 
and  his  two  teen-age  daughters.  The  older  daughter,  Rebecca,  was  a  very 
handsome  and  intelligent  young  woman  who  was  addicted  to  novel  reading. 

To  this  "exciting,  poisonous  trash  she  devoted  most  of  her  time  by  day 
and  night."® 

Among  the  other  residents  of  the  village  was  a  younger  brother 
of  James  King,  a  close  friend  and  business  associate  of  Daniel,  a  "gentle¬ 
man  much  beloved  and  esteemed... a  single  man  leading  a  bachelor's  life." 

To  Rebecca  Ware  and  other  ladies  he  paid  court  until  his  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  young  woman  growing  up  in  his  brother's  household.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  "flames  of  deep-rooted  love  had  been  aroused  in  the  bosom  of 

6Ibid . ,  86. 

7 Ibid . ,  74. 

8Ibid. ,  75. 
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the  beauteous  Rebecca  Ware." 

"One  bleak,  cold,  and  dark  night  in  the  month  of  November  at 
late  hours,  during  the  prevalence  of  a  keen,  whistling  storm,"  the  Rogan 
family  was  alarmed  by  a  loud  knocking  on  the  house.  Thinking  someone  was 
in  distress,  Daniel  flung  open  the  door  upon  the  wintry  blast.  Standing 
before  him  --  and  the  aroused  children,  by  then  nine  in  number  --  was  a 
stranger  swathed  in  heavy  wraps  and  obscured  by  the  "thick  darkness." 
Unable  to  distinguish  who  the  visitor  might  be,  Daniel  could  elicit  by 
his  questions  as  to  the  visitor's  identity  only  the  answer,  "'a  benighted 
stranger'  voiced  in  suppressed  and  mournful  tones."  But  the  voice  and  the 
form  across  which  the  flickering  light  fell  suggested  that  the  caller  was 
a  female. ^  Proof  of  the  suspicion  came  when  the  stranger  sought  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  marital  intentions  of  the  younger  King  and  the  young  lady 
in  his  brother's  household.  Daniel  dismissed  the  caller  by  advising  her 
to  seek  information  from  the  young  lady,  who  would  best  know,  and  with¬ 
drew  with  his  family  to  discuss  the  caller's  identity .  ^ 

Three  days  afterwards  at  the  "dead  hour"  when  James  was  asleep 
in  the  counting  room,  the  cry  of  fire  rang  out.  Confused  and  thinking 
the  fire  was  in  the  family  residence,  he  had  trouble  finding  the  door. 

Once  he  was  outside,  James  was  relieved  to  discover  that  the  blaze  was  in 
the  barn  not  far  away,  but  was  distressed  to  see  that  large,  commodious 
frame  building  enveloped  in  the  flames.  Large  quantities  of  hay,  grain, 


^Ibid. , 

76. 

10Ibid . , 

77. 

11Ibid. , 
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several  wagons,  farming  implements,  and  eighteen  fine  large  draft 

12 

horses  --  the  means  of  a  freighter's  livelihood  --  all  were  consumed. 

As  there  was  no  one  else  to  suspect  of  arson  but  the  "benighted 
stranger,"  suspicion  fell  on  Rebecca  Ware,  who  was  soon  arrested  and 
placed  under  guard  in  her  father's  house.  James  was  one  of  those  whose 
watch  came  at  night.  Women  were  present  to  keep  Rebecca  company.  Shortly 
before  dawn  the  guards  granted  her  request  to  take  a  short  walk  to  get 
some  fresh  air.  When  daylight  came,  the  guards  found,  where  she  had 
thrown  it,  a  shingle  upon  which  Rebecca  had  written  threats  of  revenge 
against  King  and  of  burning  every  building  associated  with  his  business, 
a  design,  the  prisoner  boasted,  "not  even  Lord  Wellington  and  all  his  army 
could  prevent. "13 

After  another  night  when  James  again  stood  guard,  a  trial  was 
held  before  the  inferior  court,  which  found  Rebecca  guilty.  But  because 
of  feelings  of  sympathy  for  the  girl  and  her  relatives,  judgment  was 
tempered  and  the  family  was  banished  from  Sullivan,  a  punishment  deemed 
sufficient  even  for  her  "enormous  crime. 

For  thirty  years  James  heard  no  more  of  this  family.  In  1845 
he  learned  that  Mrs.  James  Walker  of  Ripley,  Mississippi,  was  Rebecca 
Ware's  sister.  But  he  never  spoke  to  her  about  the  matter  or  mentioned 
it  to  anyone.  Rebecca  married  and  lived  in  Jackson  County,  Alabama.  When 


12Idem. 
13Ibid. ,  80. 


1^Ibid. ,  81. 
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James  visited  East  Tennessee  in  1878  he  was  shown  a  letter  from  members 
of  the  family  asking  permission  to  visit  and  to  be  treated  with  respect.^ 
Thus  as  society  advanced,  the  antisocial  were  driven  on  ahead. 

Though  James  was  the  oldest  of  Daniel's  children,  he  was  not 
the  only  one  who  sought  employment.  Amos,  two  years  younger,  also  took 
readily  to  commerce  and  the  river,  and  when  James  at  eighteen  initiated 
a  business  of  his  own,  both  mercantile  and  freighting,  he  took  Amos  into 
association  with  him.  At  about  the  same  time  James  married,  Amos  married 
Jane  Smith  of  Sullivan,  and  instead  of  following  James  along  the  frontier 
of  river  and  hill,  remained  in  Kingsport  for  a  while,  and  then  moved  to 
Hancock  County,  Indiana.^  His  first  son,  however,  born  in  1822,  he  named 
for  his  brother,  and  when  Amos  died  in  1834,  James  Rogan  took  his  namesake 
and  "raised  him  in  _/his/  family  until  he  was  nearly  grown."-*-'7 

James'  brother  Daniel,  nine  years  younger,  was  educated  at 
Maryville  College,  Blount  County,  Tennessee.  Ordained  by  the  Union  Presby¬ 
tery  in  April,  1831,  he  spent  two  years  in  missionary  work  among  the 
Indians  but  lived  in  Kingsport  much  of  his  life.^  At  this  point  Daniel 
often  had  the  opportunity  to  preach  before  people  of  prominence  and  at 
least  once  before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


15Ibid. ,  82. 

16lbid. ,  3. 

l^Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  7;  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  3. 
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Christian  Observer  and  Commonwealth,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
April  27,  1881,  2. 
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On  Sunday,  July  27,  1836,  while  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Rogan  was  preaching  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
then  on  Graveyard  Hill,  a  distinguished  party 
.  drove  up  to  attend  the  meeting.  It  consisted 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  then  President;  A.  J.  Donel- 
son,  afterwards  candidate  for  Vice-President; 

Colonel  McClellan,  afterwards  Congressman  from 
Sullivan,  and  about  fifteen  others,  some  riding 
in  carriages,  others  on  horseback.  Seeing  the 
party  on  the  outside,  the  preacher  stopped  short 
in  his  discourse,  announced  the  arrival  of  the 
president,  parceled  out  a  hymn,  and  all  joined 
in  the  singing,  thus  avoiding  confusion  while 
the  party  entered.  The  song  being  finished,  the 
people  seated  themselves.  The  minister  preached 
from  the  text  "Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy!"  After  services  were  over,  Colonel 
McClellan  introduced  the  visitors  to  members  of 
the  congregation. . . .  Jackson  never  passed  through 
Sullivan  without  stopping  several  places  to  greet 
his  friends,  sometimes  a  day  or  two. 19 

The  younger  Daniel  served  several  important  churches.  Like  Fred¬ 
erick  Ross,  he  combined  a  love  of  emotion  with  a  love  of  theology.  He 
organized  the  first  Sabbath  schools  at  Blountville  and  Kingsport  about  the 
year  1836.  These  were  among  the  earliest  in  the  Valley. 20  Unlike  other 
evangelists  of  the  period,  Daniel  controlled  his  emotions  under  the  brush 
arbor  and  never  allowed  his  congregation  to  forget  his  purpose.  In  this 
ability  he  was  unlike  his  contemporary.  Parson  W.  G.  Brownlow,  who  in  the 
pulpit  became  so  excited  that  he  criticized  a  local  citizen,  who  in  turn 
caned  him,  causing  the  parson  to  draw  a  pistol. 22  Despite  a  handicap  of 


l^Taylor,  o£.  cit . ,  145. 
2QIbid . ,  185. 

2lRogan,  "Biography." 
22xaylor,  ^£.  cit . ,  189-190. 
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partial  paralysis,  Daniel  married  twice,  his  second  wife  being  Ann  Gamble, 
whose  brother  was  governor  of  Missouri.  Daniel  had  a  family  of  eight 
children. ^ 

The  brother  Griffith  remained  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Kingsport.  For  a  while  he  took  as  a  partner  his  brother  Lilburn,  who, 
after  his  return  from  Alabama,  had  married  Margaret  Cloud,  a  daughter  of 
Sarah  Rogan's  sister,  Nancy.  Lilburn  suffered  business  reverses  from  his 
family's  partnership  with  Fred  Ross. 24-  After  the  war  Lilburn,  unable  to 
overcome  losses  incurred  during  that  time,  saw  his  business  fail.  He 
temporarily  moved  to  Texas  where  he  again  joined  Griffith. 25  Meanwhile, 
Perry,  who  married  Caroline  Powell,  became  an  official  of  the  East  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Virginia  Railroad.  Littleton's  wife,  Susan  Patton,  was  of  the 
family  of  Colonel  James  Patton  who,  having  engaged  in  the  transportation 
of  Europeans  to  American  ports,  was  slain  in  the  Indian  massacre  at 

9  f\ 

Draper's  Meadows.  Littleton  and  his  family  remained  in  East  Tennessee.  D 

The  oldest  of  Daniel  Rogan's  daughters,  Catherine,  married 
Richard  Netherland,  Sarah  Rogan's  twin  brother,  who  upon  the  death  of  his 
father  inherited  the  old  inn.  Richard  lived  in  Kingsport  with  Catherine 
until  poor  judgment  in  his  investments  caused  him  to  lose  the  historic 


o  a 

Rogan,  "My  Life,"  6;  Mrs.  Catherine  Susannah  Thomas  Markell, 
Diary,  1856-1871,  I,  July  26,  1869,  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

9  / 

^Daniel  Rogan  to  F.  A.  Ross,  date  torn.  It  was  Lilburn' s 
stock  over  which  the  Ross-Rogan  controversy  first  began  to  develop. 

^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  9;  Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  22-24. 
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Rogan,  "My  Life,"  9. 
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property.  Soon  afterwards  the  Netherlands  moved  to  Missouri  where  most 
of  their  nine  children  continued  to  live  after  the  death  of  Catherine  in 
1841  and  Richard  in  1842.^7 

The  younger  girls,  Maria  and  Rebecca,  married  brothers  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  extensive  Thomas  family  of  western  Maryland.  Maria,  at  fifteen, 
married  Stephen  Thomas,  who  remained  in  Kingsport  for  a  number  of  years, 
probably  engaging  in  business  with  Griffith  or  James.  At  any  rate,  their 
first  son,  Cyrus,  born  in  1825,  worked  in  his  uncle's  store  when  he  was 
a  boy,  and  under  the  guidance  of  his  uncles  learned  to  love  nature.  When 
he  became  a  man,  he  served  as  both  ornithologist  and  entomologist  with 
government  agencies,  laying  the  groundwork  for  much  of  the  activity  of 
later  departments  concerned  with  these  areas  of  interest.  When  his  mother 
and  father  moved  to  Texas  with  Griffith  and  his  family  in  1857  or  1858, 
Cyrus  was  teaching  in  Illinois.  Stephen  died  in  1864.  After  her  death 
in  1879,  Maria  was  buried  in  Green  Creek  cemetery,  Erath  County,  Texas. 

This  family  retained  close  ties  with  James  during  the  lifetime  of  the 

parents.  Maria  named  children  for  both  James  and  Sarah,  and  James  in  turn 

2  8 

named  one  of  his  daughters  for  two  of  hers,  Margaret  and  Cornelia. 

Rebecca,  the  youngest  of  the  Rogan  daughters,  in  1827  married 
George  Thomas,  who  had  come  down  to  Kingsport  on  horseback  to  visit  his 
brother.  At  the  time  she  was  almost  sixteen.  After  the  ceremony  the 


27 

Idem.  Although  this  sister's  family  was  doubly  related  to 
his  children,  forty  years  after  the  death  of  Catherine,  James  reluctantly 
wrote  that  he  knew  little  of  the  Netherland  family.  In  a  very  thorough 
study  of  the  Rogan  relatives  James  Wood  Rogan  gives  less  space  to  this 
family  than  to  that  of  many  others  belonging  to  the  third  generation. 
Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  15-16. 
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Rogan,  "My  Life,"  8;  Thomas,  ^£.  ci t .  ,  403-404. 
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young  couple  returned  to  the  groom's  home,  also  on  horseback.  As  George 

had  evidently  married  without  informing  his  family  of  his  intention,  the 

bride  and  groom  probably  overcome  by  fright  spent  their  first  night  in 

the  barn  trying  to  gather  courage  to  face  his  parents.  Rebecca  bore 

two  children,  Henry  Daniel  and  Catherine  Susannah,  before  she  died  in  1829. 

As  the  Rogan  family  increased  in  size,  the  number  of  dynamic 

personalities  involved  in  their  lives  also  multiplied,  and  perhaps  no  one 

of  these  commanded  a  more  extensive  or  more  devoted  following  than  did 

Frederick  Ross.  Even  today  his  name  stands  high  in  the  ranks  of  prominent 

ministers  in  American  history.  Educated  in  Moravian  College  at  Bethlehem, 

Pennsylvania,  he  grew  up  to  be  an  independent  thinker  whose  creed,  while 

militantly  held,  was  almost  as  much  Ross'  as  Calvin's.  His  biography, 

compiled  after  his  death,  though  meant  as  a  tribute,  is  a  self-portrait 

which  subtly  detracts  from  the  intended  image.  When  Frederick  Ross 

succeeded  to  his  Holston  River  property  after  the  loss  of  the  bulk  of  his 

30 

inheritance,  he  had  a  maximum  amount  of  self-confidence.  By  wile  or 

force  he  proposed  to  make  his  will  felt. 

Ross'  first  move  in  Tennessee  was  to  seek  friends  of  former 

days  who  had  known  of  his  vanished  prosperity.  His  second  was  to  put  a 

dam  across  a  part  of  the  river  that  flowed  through  his  property  and  build 

a  mill,  even  though  he  had  been  specifically  denied  permission  by  the 

Legislature  and  warned  of  the  consequences  of  defiance.  But  through 

31 

sheer  bravado  he  won  the  contest.  In  the  short  biography  he  magnified 

i 

29ceorge  L.  Thomas  of  Adamstown,  Maryland,  to  Austin  Thomas, 
January  30,  1961,  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 


30rqss ,  op .  cit . ,  2  . 
Idem. 
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his  flouting  of  the  law.  Devoted  to  the  worldly  ideal  of  the  English 
baronial  estates,  he  built  on  a  prominence  overlooking  the  Holston  a 
great  mansion,  Rotherwood,  which  allowed  him  to  survey  his  own  broad 
acres  and  the  narrower  ones  of  his  neighbors.  When  he  decided  to  orga¬ 
nize  the  Rotherwood  Cotton  Factory,  he  allowed  his  friends  such  as  the 

Rogans  and  the  Netherlands  to  invest  their  fortunes  in  it  while  he  very 

09 

graciously  accepted  their  mortgages  as  well  as  their  money. 

Having  never  received  a  salary  for  his  services  as  minister 

of  the  Kingsport  Church,  Ross  envisioned  further  benefits  to  his  people 

by  taking  his  friends  with  resources  into  his  proposed  silk  and  cotton 

industries  and  to  the  farmers  by  encouraging  the  planting  of  the  white 

mulberry  tree.  He  himself  bought  the  silkworm  cocoons  and  exulted  when 

a  sudden  rise  in  the  cocoon  market  brought  him  a  profit  of  thirty  thousand 

dollars  at  his  neighbors'  expense.  He  had  only  recently  come  into  the 

possession  of  the  money  he  invested  in  morus  mult icaules  from  the  con- 

33 

tested  estate  of  a  niece. 

The  Rogans,  having  invested  heavily  in  the  silk  industry  at 
its  inception,  along  with  the  Netherlands  and  other  relatives,  poured 
more  of  their  funds  into  the  cotton  mill.  The  Rogan  store  by  original 
agreement  was  to  be  the  outlet  for  Ross'  products.  Successful  distributors 
of  the  output  of  the  King  and  White  industries,  the  Rogans  felt  confident 


OO 

Daniel  Rogan  to  F.  A.  Ross,  n.p.,  n.d.,  Rogan  Papers;  conver¬ 
sation  with  Mrs.  Nettie  Cloud,  August  30,  1960.  Mrs.  Cloud  learned  the 
history  of  the  Inn  in  which  she  makes  her  home  at  the  time  of  the  purchase. 
Her  husband,  as  a  descendant  of  Nancy  Netherland,  already  had  access  to 
much  of  the  information  from  his  family. 

33 

Ross,  cit .  ,  21. 


di  I  :  irf3  Jo  I  bj  yl  i 7  -irfd  <»t  bs3ov$G  ,wsX  j;f3  lo  ‘inisuoll  e Jrrf 

■ '  -  ■  :•-■  .  1  •  o  i  -v.:  or t;r  u  j>  no  i!.av  ,  >J;i3as  in.  noifcd 

03  i  bswollfi  rfoiriw  (looWd  -  •!  tnoianftm  1ft9ig 
"»  ,r  '  b  r-ft  ii/!W  .  aioclr^j  >n  aJtii  Jo  e*».-:o  i».«jan  an.i  bn  ft  esio* 

s:  '  .  lou8  Khnsii  id  f*  -foIXf  of  no-JoD  b<vowr-  )  Jofi  if;  j  ssin 

;;7?.r  .  >iJ  '  *  ji  i  7u3*roi  lion'J  :  ovnl  o  8i.n~  HodjsH  srb  bru>  snegoSt 

cc 

k*.”f,r,'Tf  rr7fl?  lb  ii»v  lift  P«*$f  -  1  :  r  ii?rij  -rso^B  viauoiofcig 
l  ini.n  go  .  ?V7&  etri  -roi  yif.fi  a  6  bsv.  sosi  rev  -  n  gnivftH 

9.  ,;osq  fcj.i  o  -  J.  J:  f-J  non  rru'l  t>«nc<i  e.  •: 7/se  ;;So2  .doiudD  l*roq3gni;X  jrf3  lo 

703 J to  i  ir  r  bvetqoig  aid  f>3ni  8«*c>*rwo33T  rl3h*  at:. 9.  il  <siri  qnij-Ift}  yd 

9  fw  >fiJ  •>.• :  1  sd3  qn  .qt  .uoDr.i  yd  tismzai  •  d3  o 7  bn 6  i  >i73aubnl 

■■•3-!  rr>  o  rt  v*  :lia  1  Jrl  000  2  a-  ri  sh  .  07 3  \r*  •  sdlun 

'  •  '  :  J  •  >  -u'.-  J  (•  3  i.'ttam  iiooooo  >d  ni  se  Li  nsL  -a 

1  o3r  -»r  -  vlJ<  071  vino  bsfi  >H  .osnaqxs  ‘a  -oor  ;  en  aid  3ft  <  iftllob 
-  >0  S  :  t  .  .jn  •  L  3s3«svni  *;■>  y  10.  •  .-id ']  :to  nc  aseaoq 

‘  .  O  i t !  ft  O  S3 B3?. 9  093803 

3;  yuax/bnj  d  is  o..  ni  irv  >.•'  }  lei/rl  *  1  tvsrf  tan  gofl  sriT 

. 

>  vd  t<  )  ■  oJJ  .  rlT  .  Him  no;  loo  sdl  o3ni  gb  art  ilsril  la  02001 
.  -j-.  ’’oi  ]  'at--  1  io‘i  J. .i -3 **•  ad  3  ->d  03  e«w  anomooiga 


-  t  od  *  :v  >qt  I  f.  g<>/l  ,  .  b.  it  ,  .q.tt  t8  803i  .  'T  03  nftgo^  l»ir;  >(3^’" 

.03^1  0£  ;.  itr^i'A  tbnoK)  oi33  *'  . a tM  ri3iw  nor3fca 

. '.li.-niq  'd  j  i  0  ■:!  -'itod  1  >d  :  )>■  n  sde  risirfw  ni  nnl  91I.J  to  ytojairi 

jj  :290Dii  iic  ybBsv  It  ,  ‘-I  yoa*  1  }o  3nfii  nsotsb  ft  ft  ft  (brjftdaujl  1<  H 

.  i  t*  eirl  :otJ  r oidftjT:'- o  ui  •  :  do^m 


61 


they  could  dispose  of  Ross'  goods.  Instead,  Ross  only  partially  fulfilled 
his  contract  with  them.  Then  when  the  cotton  factory  floundered,  he 
called  upon  the  Rogans  to  surrender  some  of  their  stock  in  order  that  he 
might  sell  it  again  and  entice  new  money  into  the  company.  In  addition, 
he  proposed  that  he  be  made  an  equal  partner  in  the  Rogans'  firm  in  order 
to  implement  more  fully  his  agreement  with  them.^  "In  a  friendly  spirit" 
and  within  the  framework  of  their  contract,  the  Rogans  rejected  his  offer. 

But  as  time  passed,  the  futility  of  the  whole  glamorous  scheme 
became  apparent.  The  venture  collapsed.  Long  before,  Richard  Netherland, 
unable  to  meet  increased  financial  demands,  relinquished  the  mortgaged 
inn.  It  was  then  that  he  moved  to  Missouri.  Not  long  afterwards  the 
ruined  Rogans  at  last  liquidated  their  father's  business.  Catherine  in 

o  c 

her  old  age  had  few  resources.  J  Remembering  his  past,  Ross  wrote:  "From 
the  first  turn  of  the  water  wheel  till  the  last  we  never  made  a  dollar.... 
It  was  a  business  of  which  neither  I  nor  my  family  knew  nothing."  A  few 
garments  for  himself  made  of  his  silk  seem  to  have  been  the  sole  output 

o  l : 

of  the  silk  industry,  and  he  took  great  pride  in  them.  D 

With  the  loss  of  his  income  it  became  necessary  for  Ross  to 
seek  a  church  willing  to  pay  him  a  salary,  which  the  church  in  Kingsport 
just  at  that  point  felt  little  inclination  to  undertake.  His  silver  bell 
still  rang  sweetly  from  the  steeple  of  the  church  he  had  built,  but  the 
people  were  poor  or  angry.  More  humiliating  to  his  proud  spirit  was  the 

34 

Daniel  Rogan  to  F.  A.  Ross,  date  torn,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Conversation  with  Mrs.  Nettie  Cloud,  August  30,  1955;  Rogan, 

"Biography . " 

36rOSs,  op .  cit . ,  20 . 
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fact  that  he  was  forced  to  stand  trial  in  both  church  and  civil  courts. 

He  exulted  when  he  was  exonerated,  stating:  "No  blame  attached  to  me  or 

to  my  partners  who  were  my  friends  and  ruling  elders  in  my  church." 

Those  who  denounced  him  he  dismissed  as  persons  of  low  estate. 37 

Though  opinion  varied,  some  of  the  Rogans  and  Netherlands  were 

38 

as  bitter  in  their  feelings  about  Ross  as  he  was  about  them.  About  the 

same  time  Ross  lost  a  son.  James  Rogan,  torn  between  loyalty  to  his 

brothers  and  his  love  of  his  friend,  wrote  a  letter  of  sympathy.  He  had 

just  lost  his  own  wife,  and  he  spoke  of  the  former  close  ties,  abiding 

39 

on  his  part,  as  one  of  the  assets  of  his  life.  He  had  no  answer. 

Ross  moved  to  Chattanooga  and  then  to  Huntsville  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  many  years,  turning  out  papers  and  books.  His  greatest  fame, 
however,  came  from  his  East  Tennessee  youth  and  young  manhood.  The  Cal- 
vanistic  Magazine,  which  was  published  in  Rogersville  during  the  first 
series,  1827-1830,  and  the  new  series  issued  from  Abingdon,  1846-1850, 
brought  him  into  conflict  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  on  complicated 
theological  points  he  took  issue  with  John  Wesley's  followers  at  home  and 
abroad . ^ 

Gradually,  although  the  Rogans  and  Netherlands  came  to  an  adjust¬ 
ment  in  their  attitude  toward  Ross  to  such  an  extent  that  one  of  them 


37Ibid.,  21. 

33James  Rogan  to  N.  F.  Shotwell,  November,  1875,  Rogan  Papers. 
39james  Rogan  to  F.  A.  Ross,  August,  1854,  Rogan  Papers. 

^Frederick  A.  Ross,  "Direct  Witness  of  the  Spirit,"  Calvanistic 
Magazine ,  II  (1846),  146.  Ross  also  published  a  book  by  the  same  title. 
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named  a  daughter  Rowena^-*-  for  the  pride  of  all  Ross'  prides,  his  daughter 
who  committed  suicide,  Ross  apparently  never  forgave  some  of  them.  Un¬ 
like  his  father,  Daniel,  who  could  put  the  past  behind  him,  James  continued 
to  hope  for  better  relationships. 


^Rowena  Netherland  Heiskell,  daughter  of  Judge  Carrick  Heiskell, 
of  Memphis.  This  same  family  had  a  son  named  John  Netherland  who  became 
rather  famous  as  the  editor  of  the  Little  Rock  Arkansas  Gazette. 
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CHAPTER  V 


FLATBOATING  ON  TENNESSEE  WATERS 

A  stream,  one  of  nature's  masterpieces,  like  all  good  composi¬ 
tions,  has  a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end,  and  is,  itself  by  its  very 
character,  a  kind  of  progress.  Wherever  a  river  goes,  it  finds  some  man 
willing  to  follow  it.  So  it  was  with  the  Rogans  when  they  put  behind 

them  the  eastward  flowing  James  and  thrilled  to  the  sight  of  the  Holston 

1 

and  the  waters  flowing  west. 

In  the  early  years  of  exploration  and  settlement  in  East  Ten¬ 
nessee,  rafts  and  canoes  had  served  to  move  people  across  the  rugged 
streams,  but  with  the  coming  of  settlers  and  increased  commerce,  better 
vessels  grew  out  of  the  need  of  the  moment.  The  flatboat  incorporated 
three  features  which  in  themselves  illuminate  the  times.  It  was  capable 
of  carrying  a  large  cargo;  it  was  able  to  navigate  in  the  swift  and  rocky 
waters  that  required  a  shallow  draft;  and,  because  of  its  structure,  it 
could  go  only  one  way  --  downstream  into  the  wilderness.  There  it  sheltered 
the  pioneer  or  formed  a  barricade  against  an  enemy. 

Flatboatmen  and  adventurers  as  they  looked  up  from  the  shoals  of 
the  streams  saw  the  crags  of  the  mountains  above  them.  Sometimes  when  the 
smoke  hung  about  them,  the  crevasses  looked  sable,  again  a  deep  green. 

Where  the  Holston  ran  out  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  into  the  Smokies,  the 
slopes  became  steeper  and  the  hardwood  gave  way  sooner  to  the  evergreen. 2 

■*-Rogan,  "Biography." 

2Rogan,  "My  Life,"  62. 


V  '.dT'IAHD 


k 


283TAU  3H22  3WM3T  ^0  DUITAOfilWT'? 

,  b  .  Xla  <34  r  i  ;  9l*.am  do  9  no  «m  fcf  la  A 

V-  V  eul  yd  Ho-:  i  tai  t  s  tbra  nfi  bna  ,oifc  i  a  ,%n:  inlgad  e  errf  t.noll 
j  si  oa  3 bn  i  3 i  ,td©g  10V ii  a  i9V9ia? iW  .  aen-iooq  o  bni:  a  isioeiarfs 

i  ,d  luq  ;s>fl  -I9fiw  -tj:.;  o  '  M-’-t  iv  3  1  j  oT  .  ■"  o!..o  ol  '•  •  •  *•/ 

i  oialoH  sri.l  \o  -a  ori  »  ol  iollhri.'  ons  g.oraat  g/  iv/oil  M  wl«a»  orfl  marii 

.  3  }•■  sw  gn  f  wo  1  uolBV  snl  fans 

-  T  la  3  n ';  }•  xr  lll&e  br;a  noiiEio  q>  »  io  3iasy  yii*9  aril  nl 

odl  a  solo  i-  &  qosq  avofft  ol  bovis#  bar!  3‘-*o0x>o  bna  z  '•  la  :  ,  os  a  a. s  n 

■■  ■  3 ad  ,  90'x9f.  k:o  beets'?  oni  bn:  a  t,  lit  a  Xo  gn  r ,voo  srH  d  t  j;  < Sflri-.oiie 

b:>  Bioq  xco/t!  Jaodit  II  adT 

9 1  OK  q  as  tow  1.T  .3:.  i-j  9ffl  eitni/ru  .Cl  esvloart^ril  nr  rfsirfw  eaiu:  ^sirfl 

.1  1  ,iwa  siiJ  nl  olagivsn  v:  »Xda  e^w  lx  ;o«tlo  ogtaX  a  gulynao  lo 

,  .  .t  .istfnybiln  orii  olai  sxa  ai  J  an  wo  fe  --  yaw  ono  ylno  og  bXuos 


, •"•'1909  mb  laniags  tjbtiuxa-sd  £  Ls.  id  10  t 9 n n c  > t r  off 3 


1  aJ  fa  rll  no-  .:,u  bsof  oX  ■<  *r.l  a  a  .virtt.J  ts  buf  n  rr ,  i*ocf  Jti' 

v  • )  tsriw  >  ,mi  am  '  .msril  ?vi»dn  aai£  muo.rr  orll  lo  sgfcis  9  fl  wet  3mB9Tle  9i<l 


.  qj>  >b  r.  nxagB  ,9i  d-.a  bsalooX  ;ojas:.vois  odl  tnr.dj  Inode  gnurf  s^iorrn 


srf j  cl  i  noo  v£v/  :>VF»§  boowbifid  on;'  bne  'oq  vol:  s.frBDed  ar-oXa 


”  ,  c;  0  •  <r  t  ^ 

.  £<:  u ,  .ti.I  yM ’ 1  t  r  t  )o5l  S 


65 


As  the  valleys  broadened  along  the  great  rivers,  fertile  fields 
stretched  away  to  meet  the  caves  and  slopes,  pockets  of  lush  growth  that 
were  man's  challenge  to  exuberant  nature.  During  the  first  decades  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  cotton  here  averaged  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the 
acre;  corn,  sixty  to  one  hundred  bushels  --  totals  that  have  not  been  gen¬ 
erally  surpassed  since. ^  The  undergrowth  was  cane,  twenty  feet  high  and 
so  thick  it  kept  out  other  plants,  particularly  in  the  lowlands.^  In  more 
favorable  positions  were  shrubs  and  bushes  --  ginseng,  angelica,  spicewood, 
plum,  ginger,  a  tangle  of  hops  and  grapevines.^  By  contrast,  on  the 

heights,  the  cedars  were  often  four  feet  in  diameter  and  clear  of  limbs 

6 

as  high  as  forty  feet. 

But  of  paramount  importance  was  the  river,  particularly  the  Hol- 
ston  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  for  it  reached  its  forked  fingers  up  into 
Virginia  to  entice  a  horde  of  immigrants  and  the  craft  that  carried  them 
and  their  necessities.  In  those  days  it  was  at  the  village  of  Knoxville 
that  the  Holston,  three  hundred  yards  wide  at  that  point,  joined  its 
waters  to  the  French  Broad  to  become  the  Tennessee,  though  it  was  navigable 
for  boats  of  twenty- five  tons  or  more  upward  of  a  hundred  miles,  being 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  as  far  as  sixteen  miles  above  the  North 
Fork  and  five  above  Long  Island. ^ 


^Morse,  op.  cit . 

4-Putnam,  _0£.  cit .  ,  75. 

^Rogan,  Diary,  1878-1879,  July  6,  1878. 
^Morse,  o£.  cit . 

^Idem. 


ablo  1  .liinai  »7  *vl*  seeing  .>rfj  gnols  fcansbaoic  {?x»i'«v  9  J  sA 
'Jud3  ri.i**  ng  rfrtul  lo  a^eolooq  aaqola  *ns  89VB3  add  1  ■•* -  >n  o  y *- wfi  .-‘n.  ..  ’  J3 


o  e  >b.;  o  iaxil  e/in  gxi .  i  .  :  .  -unfr  ir/nadr,  a  *  J  -o  nlJUdo  «  ’nan;  -‘^w 


» rJ 3  oi  bnuoq  banbru/rl  Migl*  bogsnava  snwri  nolloo  dinsdlsnl/i  aril 

-  .  g  n?9<f  ion  s-  id  3*m  ’.  za  2o3  --  wieHeud  mibr  mo  o  J"ie  t  oo  is^ob 

tno  rlvjcxi  3©sx  v:  T9V^  «  ?mf  ?  sew  rfJvJolgi'ib  J  9/iT  ^  »s  3  ri  i  a  I>S8EBqno-i  1  •' ' 19 

s  nl  ‘‘.abnalvuJ  j-J  ^lyrluoiJxaq  .elnalq  *i9fiJo  *u©  Jqa*  li  >^>irfJ  oe 

aril  no  ,M  tlnoo  -<>T  *•  .  esnlv  qsxg  baa  aqori  Jo  e  gn  ,.1  %  ^Xdgnig  rmuiq 

•  [  'lo  ■;  but  ■!.-)  -ib  ni  iasJ  nuol  nsSlo  .isw  T.-boc  of.J  « *  Jdgldr*. 


.3©al  /JjOI  zb  dgid  as 


- : r,;;  vh  >Iuz  clnaq  ,  nsvin  <d3  aDOEJxoqnu  3nuQjrm*'q  xo  v& 

o  ni  :;  .-  *  •.  /•  L  xswlxol  -'3i  b  »ia  3  .  3  t  ,<£lUJro:>  9fij  lo  axirJ  .rfl  »fi  UOlB 

X  :C  {  to  ©gftll.  v  ri3  ja  •*'*  3i  •.  ■  aaoif:*  ni  .  as  i:  3i  s  -  •-  »n  tiirf.i  on  a 

,  ;  5  [.  ,-rur  J  i  •  rlJ  ubiv  i.'y-c  bdnbnurf  99xrii  f-ic  ib..'  •;  '■rJ.i 

9ldfigi.  in  yaw  ii  dguoriJ  98«enn»T  sfii  smoo&d  c3  baoxn  bnsx  I  ~;‘j  ©3  ansJaw 

^niscf  4  r  -> f  rm  bsxbmid  j:  lo  bnawqtr  snor  no  fctfol  svll-yansw:  3  ?.  ood  ^oi 

a  cf  j  vvoJr  - '-.  I  in?  *!«  ea  iui  ea  dbiw  v  b  » a\  \  )j  i  bnn  b..nFmu.:  3«*-> 


. »  3i :>,  .£©  .msnJiJ^ 


.8UI  ( d  \:fnt  tPV8I  -8^81  ^naiQ  /nngoU^ 


.£  ,.370'." 


Long  Island 


fc-  W  ; 


bn&Ial  gnoJ 


67 


Rogan's  contemporary,  John  James  Audubon,  left  a  good  picture  of 
travel  on  the  interior  rivers,  especially  of  the  difficulties  on  these 
boats,  made  for  shallow  draft  and  heavily  loaded  with  cargoes  and  people 

O 

floating  down  the  river.  Despite  all  the  difficulties  the  river  traffic 
increased.  There  was  at  first  no  regular  schedule.  When  a  boat  was  needed 
a  boat  was  built.  Both  shipper  and  consignee  waited  for  the  river  to  "get 
right. It  was  these  conditions  which  made  the  flatboat  the  master  of 
frontier  streams. 

Starting  out  as  a  pole  hand  on  a  keelboat  when  he  was  just  a  boy, 
Rogan  was  never  far  from  the  river.  Part  of  his  employment  included  the 
boating  of  freight  when  the  season  was  appropriate.  At  first  he  operated 
only  on  the  Holston,  to  points  as  far  as  Knoxville.  For  this  distance  boat 
ing  trips  could  be  undertaken  only  a  limited  number  of  times  when  the  water 
raised  the  heavy  load  above  the  shoals.  In  1816  when  he  returned  to  the 
employ  of  the  Hales  he  made  four  trips  as  far  as  Knoxville,  and  later  when 
his  father  bought  that  firm,  he  undertook  the  freighting  portion  of  the 
business  for  a  share  of  the  profits. ^ 

Much  of  the  history  of  flatboating,  an  occupation  brimming  with 
excitement  to  the  navigators,  is  lost  in  a  kind  of  legend.  Like  other 
phases  of  human  activity  which  everyone  knew  but  yesterday,  flatboating 
made  a  routine  passage  that  ended  in  Never  Never  Land,  and  no  one  noticed 


^Donald  C.  Peattie,  ed.,  Audubon's  America:  The  Narratives 
and  Experiences  of  John  James  Audubon  (Boston,  1940) ,  44-45. 

^Edward  C.  Betts,  Early  History  of  Huntsville ,  Alabama,  1804- 
1870  (Montgomery,  1916),  61. 


lORogan,  "My  Life,"  24. 


j 7 J o  t r'  boojj  R  '?  *.*-  i  , nod obi/A  aamc-L  ftdoL  , v'SSToqfriSinoo  b  nagoM 

o  auoiili  i  ?f  j  ”5  x  isto  •  i  g,..J  no  r*v&:3 

olqOftq  bn*  290g"xa3  ;lliw  by;-BoX  '{J  iv^ftd  bxrsi  3^*7  ’>  wo;  0  ■:  9  -fifli  «  -’iaocf 

oillcTJ  79V17  3ib  aaJtJit/alil  HI  sih  Ue  a  ilqaaQ  \t»viy  *d3  nwob  gniaaoH 

i9-  «  ol  ievi*t  at4 7  70^  b-  •  ':&'/  •  ;  -fro  iaqq/3  j  .  :  i.lio'f  0-»w  Joed 

•j  Bm  'sod  -  D  g :  J  3-  lv  «  ■:•'(  .33  -  w  1  "'•  '‘dgii 

, -<!'Br-77a  islircoii 

bs  :t:  ■.  {'  c  rf  G  - 'I  •  /  Xs  ad:*  i  •  ns^oH 

b  *3bt  iqo  >rf  lei/7*  -lA  .a  ?*  r  .qo-sqa^  a  »*  nosfio?.  -  fi3  n  d  ’  .1  so  gn.  v  od 

.:s  d  zone  li  ,  1>  Bid  ’  .alii  xon>r  an  ifi  :s  a3nioq  03  tjJO-i*IoH  no  ^Ino 

7‘j.tcvf  *ri :»  ner  v  :-9n  J  io  T.-d.  .sn  b  <-  rj  37 *^b  :o  -•  •  '  ;.foo  aqii  i  * 

3f»j  os  bBfi":  197  s rf  (tsriv  dill  nl 

n^.-iv;  7  r;ril  bis  (  [  vxon^  as  3fil  *B  e*!t73  700*  9 bam  srf  as-.* si  »r]3  X0lqm9 

,i|  i  v:fi  3rigi  9rf3  >Ic33'>Mi>mj  !  ennjl  .  >nJ  3(  »>'•  '&ri3firi  ;  d 

.  >  _•  .  ,j7q  .j  ia  .si'  »  toi  88  ‘nsvd 

. 

7s,i  -  ,  ehr  id  .bne'.'ij  i  o  bi  bl  ni  :  ao  I  ».  ,*  '03.v;  i  3d 3  oj  inamasioxa 

./bb79je  )V  «.,-<!  v  :-•»  ait  a  isv  •  d  idw  -  »iv.L  toi  r<  /urf  lo  asaadq 
b9  3;  Jons  ar  o  o-  bnn  tfc.  »J  /f  70V  a  Jfti  J  -  •*<  j  °:  r> 

< 

- - -  - - 

-  k  .  s'  1  '  '  r  c  ’  ’  !  ': 

.  -♦  >  fv:'.'  i>i'  ,i»o3aoJ ,  ^  ;r.  _. .  s_-  -  i  m  j  i  i 

.^08!  A  -cfal A  ,  v  1  tiv;  i  io  XI?. ?  iiilli  :I  i;  "  b3 

,.  f<:  ,  ( b  :  X  '  t  Y7  9fl)0g3noM)  0  \  6  f 
.4  "  •  i.r  J  '  f  <.B7C»J  :  ‘ 


68 


its  departure.  Regarding  the  scarcity  of  records  about  flatboats  and 
flatboatmen,  Donald  Davidson  in  his  nostalgic  paean  to  the  Old  River 
writes  beautifully  and  wistfully  as  he  wishes  that  some  of  the  Sindbads 
who  made  their  living  on  the  river  had  left  a  fragment  of  a  memoir. ^ 

One  such  Sindbad, James  Rogan,  in  his  eighty-third  year  decided 
to  record  for  the  sake  of  his  children  a  few  memorial  items  from  his  past. 
The  year  was  1879,  just  a  century  after  the  Shelby  and  Donelson  parties 
set  out  to  clear  the  river  of  Indians  and  to  colonize  the  remote  wilder¬ 
ness  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and  three  quarters  of  a  century  after  his  own 
first  experience  with  the  river  that  flowed  before  his  door. 

There  is  an  experience  in  the  Early  History  of 
Boating  down  the  Rugged  mountain  streams  of  East 
Tennessee  that  but  few  knew  anything  about.  I 
will  therefore  add  a  few  items  in  my  experience  -- 
beginning  with  the  construction  of  these  crafts  of 
burden.  In  the  first  place  the  woods  are  searched 
for  the  largest  and  tallest  of  poplar  trees,  which 
is  felled  and  hewed  to  a  proper  thickness,  then 
this  heavy  piece  of  timber  is  raised  upon  a  sawpit 
and  then  it  is  split  in  two  with  the  whipsaw,  left 
as  wide  as  possible,  this  is  called  the  gunnel, 
generally  two  or  three  feet  wide.  These  are 
framed  together  with  cross  ties  and  streamers  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  --  the  bottom  of  two  inch 
plank  is  then  pinned  down  securely  with  inch  oak 
pins,  the  seams  caulked  with  hemp.  In  width 
these  boats  are  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  feet  and 
in  length  fifty  to  eighty  feet.  Framed  and  planked 
bottom  upward,  then  turned  over  with  lever  power 
requiring  from  four  to  six  men  to  perform  the  work, 
the  boat  is  launched  into  the  stream,  and  if  for 
an  open  boat,  that  is,  without  a  roof  or  cover¬ 
ing,  short  studding  is  fixed  in  the  gunnels.  All 
around  strong  wide  plank  is  pinned  to  this  studd¬ 
ing  and  the  seam  is  then  caulked  --  rigged  with 
steering  and  the  side  oars.  Then  when  the  river 
is  full,  these  boats  are  laden  down  to  within  a 
few  inches  of  the  gunnel. 12 


^Davidson.  _o£.  cit .  ,  I,  212. 
12R0gan,  "My  Life,"  55-56. 
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What  was  the  river  like  in  those  days?  What  of  its  swift  tribu¬ 
taries?  With  the  classic  description  of  the  Great  Bend,  the  Narrows,  the 
Suck,  the  Skillet,  many  are  familiar,  but  the  reality  of  the  ancient  perils 


made  them  different  to  one  who  fought  them,  suffered  from  them,  and  out¬ 


lived  them.  In  describing  these  passages  and  their  perils,  Rogan  wrote: 


The  tide  must  be  of  sufficient  height  to  cross 
the  various  falls  or  shoals  with  safety.  These 
shoals  are  very  obstructive  to  navigation.  The 
most  skillful  often  met  with  disasters,  several 
of  which  I  have  experienced.  At  one  time  in 
passing  over  one  of  these  shoals  with  a  large 
covered  boat  laden  with  salt,  it  was  so  badly 
damaged  or  wrecked  that  it  soon  went  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  then  capsized,  all  being  a  total  loss.  At 
another  time  in  the  same  falls  a  plank  was  torn 
loose  from  the  bottom  of  a  boat  laden  with  salt. 
This  too  was  a  total  loss.... 13  Sometimes  in 
passing  over  these  rugged  shoals  the  boat  is 
lodged  on  the  rocks  causing  much  labor  and  loss. 
These  disasters  together  with  cold  and  wet  were 
not,  as  you  may  suppose,  very  comfortable  or 
pleasant  to  either  body  or  mind.  Yet  with  all 
these  there  was  something  connected  with  it  of  a 
fascinating  or  exciting  character. 


The  passage  of  the  Tennessee  River  through  the 
Cumberland  Mountains,  known  as  the  Suck,  at  an 
early  day  was  a  great  terror  to  the  boatman  -- 
not  for  long,  however,  before  it  was  made  apparent 
that  with  skill  and  careful  management  there  was 
not  that  danger  at  first  apprehended.  The  mountains 
closing  up  so  closely  making  the  stream  very  nar¬ 
row  --  this  with  a  long  steep  slope  or  incline  plain 
the  waters  are  forced  down  with  great  velocity  to 
a  level  below,  there  to  rise  up  in  great  turbid 
billows,  this  with  the  swiftness  of  the  current 
at  certain  stages  of  the  water  produces  a  howling 
sound. 14  Some  two  or  three  miles  below  this, 
there  is  another  historic,  noted  place,  called 


13Ibid. ,  57. 
14 


Ibid. ,  58. 
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the  Boiling  Pot,  this  is  caused  by  large 
.  Boulders  standing  out  in  the  stream  not  very 
far  from  the  shore,  creating  below  a  boiling 
turbid  counter  current  of  considerable  length 
and  breadth,  of  great  swiftness  catching 
everything  that  comes  within  reach  of  its 
grasp,  filling  it  up  with  driftwood  and  when 
it  is  full  to  overflow,  both  water  and  rubbish 
discharge  out  at  the  other  end.  At  an  early 
day  the  unwary  boatman,  it  is  said,  were  drawn 
in  occasionally  into  this  whirl  pool  and  the  way 
to  escape  it  was  to  make  the  round  with  the  cur¬ 
rent,  and  by  increasing  the  velocity  of  the  boat 
with  side  oars,  escape  was  effected  at  the  upper 
end,  not  always,  however,  with  the  first  effort. 

Apart  from  the  migrations  and  relatively  large  movements  of  man 
by  flatboat,  there  developed  a  regular  commerce  on  the  tributaries  and 
along  the  main  stream.  No  longer  was  it  necessary  to  build  one's  own  boat. 
At  the  busy  Boatyard  could  be  found  many  a  boatman  besides  the  Rogans  who 
furnished  the  craft,  no  matter  what  the  cargo  or  whence  its  destination. 
Audubon,  who  made  his  first  trip  on  a  flatboat  with  a  certain  Captain  Cum¬ 
mins  in  the  year  1821,  gave  a  good  description  of  such  a  trip  as  James 
Rogan  must  have  made  many  times  and  considered  too  familiar  and  prosaic 
to  record.  The  flatboat,  guided  by  long  oars  called  sweeps,  was  crowded 
with  people  of  various  ages,  domestic  animals,  farm  equipment,  household 
articles,  personal  belongings,  huddled  and  crowded  together,  with  crew 
and  passengers  contemplating  the  mysterious  horizons.^ 

For  his  year's  employment  in  1816,  which  included  making  trips  as 
far  down  the  river  as  Huntsville,  Alabama  Territory,  a  distance  of  600  river 
miles,  Rogan  received  a  salary  of  three  hundred  dollars.  This  amount  in¬ 
cluded  also  his  labor  in  the  Hale  firm  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.-*-'7 


15lbid. ,  60. 


16peattie,  _2£.  cit . ,  44-45. 
l^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  25. 
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As  meager  as  these  wages  for  such  strenuous  and  dangerous  an 

occupation  seem  today,  there  were  those  who  considered  freightage  prices 

exorbitant.  While  in  Kentucky,  the  Reverend  Harry  Toulmin,  who  would 

later  have  a  role  in  codifying  the  laws  of  the  new  states  created  from 

the  Old  Southwest,  conceived  a  plan  whereby  the  cost  of  moving  freight 

and  passengers  would  be  lessened,  thus  speeding  up  the  settlement  of  the 

1 8 

West  and,  eventually,  bringing  an  increase  in  commerce. 

River  traffic  improved  so  much  that  ports  were  created  all 
along  the  rivers  to  facilitate  the  shipment  of  products  consigned  to  foreign 
markets.  It  must  have  been  surprising  to  the  National  Treasury  that  the 
first  returns  in  1798  came  from  the  obscure  port  of  Palmyra,  far  inland  in 
Tennessee. ^ 

When  trade  between  New  Orleans  and  the  Tennessee  valley  reached 
such  proportions  as  to  justify  the  compact,  land  speculators,  merchants, 
and  early  entrepreneurs  began  to  take  into  business  with  them  those  who 
could  facilitate  the  westward  movement  of  men  and  merchandise.  Perhaps 
it  was  an  alternative  to  Toulmin' s  plan,  one  with  greater  chance  of  suc¬ 
cess,  for  adventure  was  apparently  often  a  factor  in  the  choosing  of  a 

•t  .  r  20 

river  life. 

Beginning  in  February  of  1822,  James  and  Amos  Rogan,  with  a  flo¬ 
tilla  laden  with  salt  and  other  products,  started  from  Kingsport  and 


1  8 

°Harry  Toulmin,  The  Western  Country  in  1793:  Reports  on  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Virginia  (San  Marino,  1948),  119-127. 

1  Q 

Archer  B.  Hulbert,  The  Paths  of  Inland  Commerce  (New  Haven, 
1920),  73-74. 

^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  20. 
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descended  the  Hols ton-Tennessee ,  stopping  to  dispose  of  cargo  from  point 

to  point  until  they  reached  Muscle  Shoals.  At  that  place  James  was 

offered  a  "partnership  in  the  business  of  shipping  cotton  to  New 

Orleans."  Some  of  the  boats  already  having  been  loaded,  he  accepted 

the  proposition. 2-*-  Instead  of  returning  home,  James  "entered  at  once 

upon  duty  in  this  new  field  of  adventure."  In  April  the  men  collected 

22 

boats  and  cotton,  and  prepared  to  depart  for  New  Orleans. 

Muscle  Shoals  presented  unique  obstacles  to  boatmen.  At  one 

particularly  difficult  obstruction,  a  portage  was  very  often  necessary 

in  order  to  lighten  the  boats  and  get  them  over  the  shoals.  Efforts 

had  been  made,  without  success,  to  open  a  canal  around  this  point. 23 

Only  the  most  daring  tried  to  take  the  heavy  cargoes  across  the  shoals, ^ 

and  old  boatmen  and  local  characters  of  the  vicinity  were  wont  to  stand 

and  wait  for  the  inevitable  to  occur  when  the  foolhardy  and  the  ignorant 

disregarded  their  advice.  A  few  pilots  of  the  vicinity,  at  the  best 

stage  of  the  flood,  hired  themselves  out  to  take  the  less  skillful 

across,  not  always,  however,  with  happy  results.  Rogan,  brought  up  on 

the  Holston's  waters,  decided  to  make  his  own  way  across  the  rapids.  His 

description  of  the  trip  was  laconic,  as  he  recorded, 

Having  to  pass  over  Mussle  Shoals  one  of  the 
boats  met  with  disaster,  thus  causing  damage 


21lbid . , 
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2^Ibid . 5 

21. 

2 ^Davidson ,  op.  cit, 

.  ,  I,  286-289. 

9  / 

z^Rogan, 

"My  Life," 

22;  Betts,  op.  cit.,  61-62 
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to  the  cargo  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand 
dollars  if  my  memory  is  correct,  a  severe 
loss  to  the  company.  The  trip  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  was  a  long  and  tedious  one  though 
upon  the  whole  rather  romantic  presenting 
everyday  something  novel  and  interesting. 

Arrived  at  the  city  safe,  except  the  dis¬ 
aster  at  the  outset. 25 

Once  the  boatman  had  endured  the  tedium  of  the  Mississippi  and 
had  arrived  at  the  terminal  port,  he  still  had  before  him  the  difficulties 
of  the  return  home.  To  get  back  to  East  Tennessee,  he  first  had  to  get 
across  the  expanse  of  Lake  Pontchartrain.  Then  he  might  take  one  of  two 
trails,  the  first  leading  across  south  and  central  Mississippi  --  Jack¬ 
son's  war  trail  --  into  Alabama.  The  more  widely  traveled,  however,  was 
that  which  led  to  Natchez.  Beyond  that  point  a  hundred  or  more  miles, 
he  might  take  the  path  that  led  through  Cotton  Gin  Port  to  Alabama  on 
Gaines  Trace,  or  he  might  follow  the  Natchez  Trace  into  southern  Tennessee. 

Indians,  infamous  robber  gangs,  mysterious  deaths,  sudden  in¬ 
sanity,  and  a  host  of  other  difficulties  presented  themselves  to  the 
returning  flatboatmen.  It  has  been  said  that  those  walking  back  to 
Tennessee  bought  pack  horses  to  carry  their  belongings,  not  to  ride.  The 
way  was  often  rough.  One  frequent  traveler  called  the  swamps  along  the 
way  "hell  holes. "26 

Rogan's  trip  home,  however,  gives  a  brief  view  of  this  intrepid 
race  of  men. 


25Rogan,  "My  Life,"  21. 
26 


Davidson,  oq.  cit . ,  I,  218-226. 
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Continued  there  _/New  Orleans^/  perhaps  a  week 
or  more  unloading  cargoes.  Purchased  a  horse 
to  carry  me  home  paying  for  him  one  hundred 
dollars.  Then  after  crossing  Lake  Ponchetrain 
in  a  Schooner  letting  the  horses  down  into  the 
Hold,  with  block  and  tackle,  arriving  safe  on 
the  opposite  shore  set  out  for  home  in  company 
with  several  others,  all  for  East  Tennessee. 27 

Having  to  pass  through  the  Choctaw  Nation  it 
was  then  considered  a  little  unsafe  as  there 
had  been  a  murder  committed  on  the  road  not 
many  days  before.  We  were  not  molested  how¬ 
ever  but  on  the  contrary  treated  verry  kindly, 
having  to  tarry  two  or  three  nights  with  the 
Indians,  one  of  these  nights  at  the  house  of 
a  Chief. 28  He  was  not  at  home.  We  were  kindly 
treated  in  every  respect  by  his  house  servant 
except  refusing  permission  to  sleep  in  the  best 
department  where  were  good  beds.  We  were  fur¬ 
nished  with  Deer  or  Bear  Skins  on  our  own  saddle 
blankets, 29  in  a  large  room  where  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  Indians.  All  had  to  lie  on  the  floor  to¬ 
gether.  Being  fatigued,  the  most  of  us  rested 
verry  well,  even  in  this  condition.  Thus,  pur¬ 
sued  our  journey  from  day  to  day  until  reaching 
home  some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  being  absent 
from  home  some  five  months . 30 

But  river  traffic  was  not  all  disaster,  tedium,  hard  labor.  James 
Rogan's  account  tends  to  verify  the  conception  of  the  boatmen  as  being  a 
jolly  crew. 

A  boating  or  river  life  in  those  days  were  in 
some  respects  similar  to  a  soldier's,  the  boys 
fond  of  amusement  often  playing  little  harmless 
tricks  on  each  other.  When  in  smooth  waters 


^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  21. 

O  O 

^°Probably  the  father-in-law  of  Greenwood  Leflore  or  one  of  the 
Colberts  of  Colbert's  Ferry. 

^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  22. 

30ibid.,  23. 
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sometimes  three  or  four  boats  would  tie  to¬ 
gether,  making  quite  a  jolly  crowd.  On  one 
of  these  occasions  a  proposition  was  made 
that  a  general  shave  and  cleaning  up  take 
place,  all  having  been  without  shaving  a  week 
or  more.  Long  beards  were  not  in  vogue  then, 
only  among  the  Dunkers.31  There  was  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  way,  however,  there  being  but  one 
razor,  in  the  crowd  that  belonged  to  myself, 
and  to  take  a  regular  shave  around  the  razor 
would  become  so  dull  that  those  coming  last  would 
not  be  fairly  dealt  by  and,  that  this  might  be 
made  more  equal,  it  was  proposed  that  each 
take  a  half  shave  all  around  beginning  with 
myself.  So  all  went  around  and  then  my  turn 
first  to  finish  then  to  go  through  until  all 
be  finished,  but  unfortunately  when  I  had 
finished,  by  an  unlucky  sling,  the  razor  went 
overboard  into  the  river.  Thus  the  shaving 
was  all  over,  leaving  a  funny  looking  set  of 
half  shaved  fellows.  This  was  a  preconceived 
plan  known  to  one  or  two  others  and  myself. 

All  passed  off  with  jolly  merriment. 32 

James  relates  a  story  now  considered  apocryphal  which  he  calls 

"probably  true."  It  dealt  with  a  flatboat  under  the  command  of  a  stranger 

in  Tennessee  waters  which  kept  passing  cabins  where  dancing,  fiddling,  and 

merrymaking  occurred  throughout  the  night  in  almost  identical  fashion,  only 

to  have  the  crew  discover  at  night's  end  that  the  vessel  had  been  caught 

in  the  river's  giant  whirlpool  and  that  the  whole  countryside  was  not,  of 

necessity,  an  excessively  merry  land. 33  Rogan  observed  that 

In  passing  down  the  river  once  near  this  point, 

I,  together  with  the  crews  of  some  two  or  three 
boats,  out  on  the  shore  in  front  of  a  cabin, 
witnessed  a  fisty-cuff  fight  between  two  of  the 


3-*~Ibid  .  ,  62  . 

Ibid.,  63.  "The  other,"  probably  Amos. 
33Ibid . ,  60-61. 
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feminine  sex,  to  the  great  amusement  of 
the  boys.  34- 

Sometimes  the  humorous  inclinations  of  boatmen  grew  more  boister 
ous,  especially  when  the  humor  became  involved  with  that  intangible  of 
society,  the  law.  In  the  territories,  though  the  crews  knew  how  to  wed 
humor  to  justice,  they  sometimes  saw  these  marriages  produce  ill-begotten 
issue.  Rogan  wrote: 

In  the  early  days  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  that 
place  and  the  surrounding  country  was  the  most 
inviting  point  for  the  sale  of  country  produce. 

Ditto's  Landing  or  as  it  was  afterwards  called 
White's  Burg,  ten  miles  south  of  Huntsville,  the 
nearest  point  of  trade  at  this  place  in  the 
winter  and  spring,  at  the  rising  of  the  waters 
a  large  collection  of  boats  from  the  upcountry 
were  collected  there,  consequently  bringing  to¬ 
gether  a  large  number  of  people  of  various 
characters,  some  of  low  grade  but  others  of 
better  character,  but  ever  ready  for  something 
mischievous . 35 

One  beautiful  night  with  the  moon  shining  in  all 
its  brightness,  I  was  aroused  from  my  slumbers 
by  someone  informing  me  that  some  persons  were 
in  the  warehouse  pilfering  from  me  and  others. 

A  crowd  had  collected  and  the  two  culprits, 
foreigners,  were  in  custody.  They  had  done 
myself  little  or  no  injury.  Their  object 
seemed  to  be  a  little  salt  which  did  not 
belong  to  me.  Of  this  they  had  about  twelve 
or  fifteen  pounds.  They  were  about  half 
drunk,  were  fastened  together  with  a  cord 
around  the  neck,  about  two  feet  apart,  the 
sack  hanging  to  the  cord  in  the  middle  be¬ 
tween  them.  In  this  condition  they  were 
marched  along  the  bank  of  the  river  back  and 
forth,  the  crowd  following  up  with  the  rattl¬ 
ing  of  bells,  beating  of  tin  pans,  blowing  of 
horns,  and  other  instruments  of  discordant 


34Ibid. ,  62. 
35 


Ibid.,  64. 
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sound.  After  this  they  were  marched  to  the 
.  Hall  of  Justice.  There  a  mock  trial  was  had, 
the  captives  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be 
hung,  a  rope  fastened  around  the  neck.  Stand¬ 
ing  on  a  chair  the  rope  fastened  to  the  ioist, 
this  was  as  far  as  they  intended  to  go,  °  but 
someone  more  intent  to  carry  out  the  sentence 
was  in  the  act  of  pulling  the  chair  suddenly 
from  under  them  but  was  prevented  in  time  to 
save  them.  I  was  an  eye  witness  but  had  no 
part  in  it,  only  to  plead  for  the  release  of  the 
unfortunate  creatures.  After  this  they  were 
taken  to  the  ferry  boat,  there  a  rope  was  fas¬ 
tened  about  their  bodies  then  they  were  keel¬ 
hauled  by  plunging  them  under  the  boat  from 
one  side  to  the  other  --  repeating  the  opera¬ 
tion  two  or  three  times  until  they  were  nearly 
drowned ....  37  The  prisoners  were  then  released, 
sobered  by  this  time,  cured  no  doubt  for  a  time 
of  their  stealing  propens  it ies . 38 

From  such  events  James  Rogan,  limping  a  little  still  and  suffer¬ 
ing  acutely  at  times  because  of  his  afflicted  limb,  grew  up  to  know  the 
rivers  and  the  hills  from  Botetourt  to  New  Orleans,  from  Kentucky  to 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  got  to  know  the  people  who  composed  frontier 
humanity,  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  never  escaped  what  was  to  him 
its  enchantment. 

After  a  few  decades,  the  river  commerce  became  routine.  The 
flatboats  continued  to  carry  their  somewhat  orderly  loads  in  local  traffic 
and  to  the  once-foreign  ports  of  a  newer  West.  The  river  in  the  Chatta¬ 
nooga  area,  falling  rapidly  for  forty  miles  with  all  its  rapids  and  reefs 
and  islands.,  and  Muscle  Shoals,  where  the  river  dropped  steeply  again  in 


36Ibid . , 

65. 

37Ibid . , 

66 . 

38Ibid. , 

67. 
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a  short  distance,  still  gave  the  boatman  a  struggle. 39  But  the  struggle 
was  now  more  equal.  Dragging  Canoe  became  only  a  legend.  "Chickamauga" 
was  to  mean  a  battlefield.  General  Jackson,  the  Westerner  who  followed 
the  Cherokees  in  going  over  the  hills,  had  his  way  with  them  at  last.  On 
April  10,  1832,  about  four  hundred  Cherokee  Indians  bound  for  the  promised 
land  left  in  nine  flatboats  from  Calhoun,  Tennessee,  on  the  Hiwassee 
River.  The  boats  passed  through  Muscle  Shoals  and  arrived  at  Waterloo 
on  April  17,  from  whence  the  Indians  departed. ^  James  Rogan  could  have 
known  them.  At  another  time  during  the  same  year  one  hundred  and  seventy 
Cherokees  on  their  own  resources  went  in  flatboats  or  "arks"  to  the  mouth 
of  the  White  River  in  Arkansas.  In  1834  others  followed . 

The  mass  migration  and  movements  had  once  more  begun  to  new  ad¬ 
ventures  and  to  wars  in  a  new  West.  One  company  of  troops  from  Sullivan 
County  moved  by  flatboat  on  its  way  to  Mexico. ^  The  Knoxville  Whig  of 
March  30,  1850,  advised  people  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  California  in  the  Gold 
Rush  to  "take  the  river. Some  of  the  Rogan  in-laws  departed. 

When  the  day  of  the  flatboat  was  almost  over,  James  Rogan  sat 


39idem. 

^Grant  Foreman,  Indian  Removal ,  The  Emigration  of  the  Five 
Civilized  Tribes  of  Indians  (Norman,  1932),  242-243. 

^lldem. 


^Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  A  History  of  Navigation  on  the 
Tennessee  River  System  (Washington,  1937),  64-65. 
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down  by  lamplight  in  his  Mississippi  farmhouse  to  write  a  touching 

epitaph  to  the  passing  of  a  mode  of  frontier  travel: 

From  the  foregoing  picture  you  can  form  some 
idea  of  the  ups  and  downs  of  a  boatman's  life 
in  the  early  history  of  the  West.  Yet  with 
all  the  increased  advantages,  the  risks  and 
dangers  of  both  life  and  property  have  not 
been  diminished,  but  on  the  contrary  greatly 
increased.  In  all  the  dangers  through  which 
I  may  have  passed,  and  they  were  many  during 
the  period  herein  enumerated,  there  was  none 
apparently  to  iminent  as  one  in  the  burning 
of  a  Steam  Boat  on  which  I  was  a  passenger. . 


44 


Rogan , 


"My  Life," 
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CHAPTER  VI 


ALABAMA  DAYS 

In  the  general  expansion  of  population,  the  Great  Bend  of  the 
Tennessee  received  its  initial  impulse  when,  in  1785,  a  Welshman  and  Tory 
named  John  Gunter  came  into  the  territory  and  settled  down.  Gunter  lived 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  where  he  owned  a  salt  claim, ^  the  first 
white  man  in  the  Great  Bend. 

No  matter  what  treacheries  lay  before  and  beyond,  the  Tennessee 
at  this  point  was,  and  is,  a  thing  of  beauty.  Then  the  valley  ran  down 
and  lost  itself  in  the  water's  edge,  and  trees  and  cane  and  water  plants 
dipped  their  branches  into  its  deceptive  ripples.  The  low  mountains  rimmed 
its  southern  edge.  There  Gunter  established  his  landing,  at  which  river 
boats  carried  on  a  lively  trade. 

When  the  government  parceled  out  lands  for  war  service,  a  few 
other  whites  straggled  in.  In  1805  "Old  Man  Ditto"  was  operating  his  land¬ 
ing.  Just  before  statehood,  in  1818,  seven  million  dollars'  worth  of  land 
in  the  Great  Bend  was  sold  to  immigrants  and  speculators.  There  was  a 
stampede. ^  By  1815,  the  price  had  already  jumped  from  one  dollar  to  sixty 
dollars  an  acre.  By  1818  an  acre  of  bottom  land  brought  a  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  and  eight  lots  in  Florence  sold  for  twenty-one  thousand  dollars.^ 

■*-Louis  W.  Wyeth,  "History  of  Marshall  County,  Alabama,"  manu¬ 
script  in  private  possession,  published  in  part  in  the  Guntersville  (Ala.) 
Democrat,  March  15,  1883-May  2,  1883. 

^Davidson,  _op.  cit . ,  I,  230-231;  Betts,  op.  cit . ,  6. 

^Davidson,  _op.  cit . ,  I,  234. 
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John  Gunter's  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Chief  Bushy-head  of  the 
Paint  clan  called  Ghl-go-ne- li ,  Cherokee  for  salt.^  Gunter  renamed  her 
Catherine.  She  bore  him  three  children,  David,  Dick,  and  Catherine. 

Later  when  David  Guess  (Sequoyah)  caused  an  alphabet  to  be  written,  Dick 
Gunter  worked  on  the  project.^ 

About  1790  Gunter  began  the  building  of  his  town,  a  crude  but 
highly  prosperous  settlement  opposite  his  landing.  After  the  War  of  1812 
he  moved  south  of  the  river.  In  1820  a  school  was  started  at  a  Presby¬ 
terian  mission  on  the  old  Creek  path,  now  about  one  and  a  half  miles 

£ 

from  Guntersville. 

Rogan,  seeing  the  increasing  business  opportunities  which  de¬ 
veloped  consistently  along  the  Great  Bend,  was  favorably  impressed  when 
in  1825  Colonel  James  White  of  Abingdon  had,  as  previously  noted, 
offered  him  a  partnership  in  a  mercantile  establishment  at  Gunter's 
Landing.  That  winter  James  departed  on  a  trip  to  investigate  the 
prospects,  remaining  away  from  home  all  that  season.  Being  satisfied, 
he  accepted  the  offer.'7  Of  his  own  migration  by  water  to  a  new  home, 
James  Rogan  recorded  few  details.  He  wrote: 

In  the  spring  of  1826  my  family  was  moved 
down  the  Holston  and  Tennessee  Rivers  in  a 


‘S/yeth, "History  of  Marshall  County,"  loc.  cit . ,  March  15,  1883. 

^Idem.  Gunter  was  the  ancestor  of  the  humorist,  Will  Rogers, 
and  letters  pertaining  to  the  relationship  are  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Katherine  M.  Duncan,  Guntersville. 

^Idem. 


?Rogan,  "My  Life,"  25. 
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comfortable  flatboat  built  for  the  express 
purpose,  having  different  apartments,  with 
a  good  chimney,  my  family  being  under  the 
care  and  protection  of  my  wife's  brother, 

Colonel  John  Netherland . . . at  that  time  six¬ 
teen  or  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  this 
date  we  had  only  two  children.8 

Having  confidence  in  the  boats  and  his  adolescent  brother-in-law, 
Rogan  entrusted  Sarah  and  the  two  babies  to  their  discretion  and  protec¬ 
tion.  When  a  roof  of  any  kind  was  considered  a  luxury  on  boats,  different 
apartments  put  this  flatboat  in  a  very  special  category,  for  this  feature 
provided  for  more  privacy  than  did  many  frontier  homes.  The  chimney  con¬ 
tributed  to  its  elegant  and  exclusive  nature. 

In  his  mercantile  business,  for  which  he  was  able  to  bring  in 
many  of  his  own  supplies,  James  prospered.  Besides  the  boating  and  the 
selling  of  supplies  to  increasing  numbers  of  settlers,  he  was  able  to 
call  upon  his  previous  experience  to  carry  on  a  lucrative  trade  with  the 
Indians. ^  His  interest  in  them  allowed  him  to  be  useful  to  the  state  in 
its  negotiations  with  them.^ 

Apart  from  his  economic  successes  at  Gunter's  Landing,  Rogan 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  pursue  his  interest  in  religious  matters.  In 
the  absence  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  village,  Rogan,  his  wife, 

Amos,  and  the  children  attached  themselves  to  the  missionary  church  at 
Creek  Path  Station  some  six  miles  distant.  At  this  point  he  met  many  of 
the  young  ministers  who  would  one  day  be  the  outstanding  men  in  their  de- 


8Ibid . ,  26. 
9 Ibid.,  30. 


Ibid.,  66;  Owen,  c>£.  cit .  ,  IV,  1456. 
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nominations . H  A  Methodist  mission  also  was  established  in  the  village, 

12 

giving  greater  choice  to  those  interested  in  frontier  religion. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Rogans  at  this  place,  Catherine 

Crawford  was  born  on  March  2,  1828.  However,  in  the  expanding  family  there 

were  constant  petty  illnesses  to  plague  the  children.  Because  business  was 

prospering  Rogan  remained  at  Gunter's  Landing  until  he  himself  was  "stricken 

down  by  bilious  fever  accompanied  by  congestion,  which  brought  J_ him/  near  un 

to  death. "13  After  weeks  of  illness  and  months  of  absence  from  his  business 

he  was  "rescued  from  the  jaws  of  the  Grim  Monster  Death.  .. having  _/had_/  the 

close,  kind,  vigilant,  and  untiring  attention  of  /his/  beloved  companion... 

and  kind  friends,  as  well  as  the  interposition  of  Divine  Providence."!^ 

At  the  end  of  about  four  years,  during  which  the  business  grew 

and  the  illnesses  multiplied,  Rogan  and  White  decided  to  open  another  store 

at  Ashville,  St.  Clair  County,  with  Rogan  moving  to  the  higher  ground  where 

the  rugged  slopes  were  considered  more  conducive  to  health.  The  Coosa 

River  with  its  wide  tributaries  was  navigable.  The  bottoms  along  the  banks 

were  deep  and  fertile. !^  Though  some  Cherokees  occupied  a  portion  of  the 

1 6 

county,  St.  Clair  lay  mainly  in  the  Creek  domain. 

URogan,  "My  Life,"  27. 

l^Oliver  D.  Street,  "The  Indians  of  Marshall  County,  Alabama," 
Transact  ions  of  the  Alabama  Historical  Society ,  1899- 1 903 ,  IV  (Mont¬ 
gomery,  1904),  208. 

l^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  28. 

Ibidem. 

l^Owen,  _££.  cit . ,  II,  1220. 

16Idem. 
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The  population  was  made  up  generally  from  two  streams  of  migra¬ 
tion.  Tennesseans  came  in  by  way  of  the  river,  Gunter's  Landing,  and  De¬ 
posit  or  took  the  old  Indian  trail  from  Ditto's  Landing  to  Mud  Town  on 

the  Cahaba.  The  other  stream  moved  in  from  the  Camden  and  York  districts 

1 7 

of  South  Carolina  and  from  Georgia  over  the  Creek  Path.  When  Rogan 

arrived  most  of  the  buildings  were  still  made  of  logs.  A  few  imposing 

residences  were  in  the  process  of  erection,  most  of  them  belonging  to 

the  South  Carolinians.  Richard  Crow  did  the  actual  construction.^ 

Following  Rogan' s  removal  to  St.  Clair  County  in  1830,  the  new 

business  flourished  to  such  an  extent  that  he  opened  a  trading  station  in 

Cherokee  County,  a  recently  settled  area.  He  outfitted  one  of  the  young 

clerks  in  his  firm,  possibly  Lilburn,  with  merchandise  valued  at  six 

thousand  dollars  and  began  a  steady  trade  with  both  the  Cherokees  and 

19 

the  white  inhabitants. 

Rogan' s  initial  purchase  of  land  in  Ashville,  lot  forty-one, 
came  on  February  23,  1830,  when  he  bought  from  James  L.  Lewis  one  third 
of  an  acre  in  the  center  of  the  town  with  "buildings  and  appurtenances."^ 
This  building  probably  became  Rogan' s  store.  A  short  while  later  he  bought 
lot  thirty- seven.  This  probably  was  the  site  of  his  home.^l  In  addition 

17ibid. ,  1221. 

18yirs.  Willis  Hodges  of  Ashville,  Alabama,  to  the  author,  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1959.  Mrs.  Hodges  is  in  the  abstract  business  in  Ashville  and 
knows  the  history  of  many  St.  Clair  County  landholdings. 

19R0gan,  "My  Life,"  31. 

20Deed  Book  A,  1824-1832,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  599  (Court¬ 
house  at  Ashville). 

21 


Ibid . ,  623 . 
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to  other  town  property,  Rogan  purchased  farm  lands  in  various  parts  of 
the  county. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  actions  during  his  early 
life  in  Ashville  was  the  forming  of  a  corporation  with  John  M.  Byers  and 
James  L.  Lewis  which  successfully  applied  to  the  legislature  for  a  charter 
to  found  and  operate  the  Ashville  Academy  and  Mount  Pleasant  Church.  The 
charter  was  granted  by  the  legislature  on  January  15,  1831.  These  men  then 
erected  a  building  for  their  purposes.  On  March  19,  1832,  Philip  Coleman 
deeded  the  land  to  the  trustees.  Thus,  with  the  coming  of  James  Rogan, 
Ashville  got  its  first  school  and  church. 

January,  1831,  was  an  eventful  month.  James'  second  son, 
Lafayette,  was  born  on  January  31.  Two  years  later  Richard  Cornelius 
was  born,  July  3,  1833.  J  Rogan1 s  growing  family  was  an  incentive  to 
provide  the  best  possible  school  for  the  community.  Judging  by  the  high 
quality  of  the  literacy  of  his  own  children  and  the  attainments  of  others 
who  went  to  school  there,  the  Academy  must  have  offered  excellent  in¬ 
struction.  Among  the  pupils  were  Oran  Roberts,  later  Supreme  Court 
Justice  in  Texas,  president  of  the  Texas  Secession  Convention,  and  United 
States  Senator;24  Rufus  Willis  Cobb,  later  governor  of  Alabama;25  and 


22ueed  Book  B,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  23. 

23R0gan,  "My  Life,"  39. 

24wiH 

iam  Garrett,  Reminiscences  of  Publ ic  Men  in  Alabama  for 
Thirty  Years  (Atlanta,  1872),  195;  Rogan,  "Biography;"  Mrs.  C.  P.  McGuire, 
"St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  A  Territorial  County,"  32,  in  the  possession 
of  Mrs.  Willis  Hodges,  Ashville,  Alabama. 

25 


Rogan,  "My  Life,"  94. 
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others  of  lesser  stature. ^ 

However,  the  Academy  was  not  solely  a  school  building.  It  served 

also  as  the  meeting  house  for  Baptists,  Methodists,  and  Presbyterians, 

having  among  its  trustees  one  of  each  denomination.  So  long  as  James 

Rogan  lived  in  Ashville,  this  was  the  only  church.  Just  about  the  time 

Rogan  left  Ashville,  the  Reverend  James  L.  Lewis  led  the  Baptists  in  the 

building  of  a  church  of  their  own.^  On  October  6,  1846,  James  and  Sarah 

deeded  to  Moses  Dean,  Kenneth  Byers,  and  James  J.  Bothwell  one  acre  and 

thirty- two  rods  for  a  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  school. ^  Alameth  Byers, 

close  friend  and  neighbor  of  James,  gave  a  lot  in  town  as  a  site  for  the 

2  9 

Methodist  Church  building.  But  for  the  Rogans  the  Academy  was  the 

center  of  their  educational  and  religious  life. 

In  addition  to  his  other  activities,  Rogan  was  postmaster  at 

Ashville  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  there.  In  1834  he  was  elected 

Judge  of  the  County  Court  by  the  usual  process  of  joint  action  of  the 

30 

Alabama  legislature. 

Being  judge  in  the  days  of  development  was  no  uncomplicated 
position.  It  required  of  the  holder  of  the  title  that  he  be  reasonably 
wise  and  well-informed  and  that  he  act  in  a  variety  of  capacities.  Like 
his  territorial  predecessors  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  had 


26R0gan,  "Biography." 

^Mrs.  Willis  Hodges  to  the  author,  September  25,  1959. 
^Deed  Book  B,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama. 

o  Q 

Mrs.  Willis  Hodges  to  the  author,  October  17,  1959. 


30ROgan,  "My  Life,"  89. 
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full  powers  and  authority  to  take  the  probate 
of  wills,  of  conveyances,  and  to  record  same; 
to  issue  letters  testamentary  and  letters  of 
administration;  to  _take  cognizance  of  a  civil 
nature  /up  to  $1000/  excepting  real  actions, 

•actions  of  ejection  and  of  trespass  quare 
clausum  fugit .  31 

To  these  duties  were  added  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court 

in  such  matters  as  trespass,  assault  and  battery,  debt,  assumpsit  cases, 

and  convenants . 32  When  the  judge  acted  in  his  discretionary  civil  and 

33 

social  capacity,  he  sat  as  Judge  of  the  Orphan's  Court. 

One  of  the  most  frequent  acts  of  Rogan's  official  life  was  the 
licensing  of  ministers  to  perform  marriage  ceremonies.  Revivals  took 
place.  Many  "felt  the  call."  Their  sects  ordained  them,  and  they  stayed 
or  went  on,  performing  the  most  frequent  of  legal  services,  the  marriage 
ceremony.  With  only  scattered  churches  and  those  few  served  irregularly 
by  the  circuit  rider  or  the  "supply,"  the  new  preachers  without  churches 
could  add  to  their  income  from  marriage  fees.  But  as  long  as  James  Rogan 
lived  in  Ashville,  he  performed  the  great  majority  of  the  marriage  rites 
for  couples  who  had  obtained  their  licenses  in  the  county. 34  At  first 
James  carefully  noted  the  sect  to  which  the  newly  licensed  ministers  be¬ 
longed,  and  it  was  possible  to  tell  who  had  wandered  into  the  town  or  who 
had  responded  at  the  camp  meetings.  As  the  number  of  ministers  increased 
and  Rogan's  duties  required  more  time,  the  recording  of  the  name  of  the 

31-Memorial  Record  of  Alabama  (2  vols.,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  1893), 

II,  145. 

32lbid. ,  146. 

33stray  Docket,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  passim. 

3^Marriage  Records,  1819-1858,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1836,  passim. 
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o  c 

petitioner  sufficed.  J 

Among  the  first  of  Rogan's  purchases  of  land  outside  the  town 
was  a  tract  of  "fifty  acres  lying  south... of  the  Great  Road  leading  from 
Ashville  westward"  which  he  bought  for  one  hundred  and  three  dollars.  It 
was  adjacent  to  the  Academy.  This  acquisition  was  made  on  June  6,  1833.36 
With  a  possible  future  homesite  near  the  school  and  church,  Rogan  was 
ready  to  begin  farming  and  to  undertake  again  a  series  of  travels. 

As  an  additional  source  of  revenue,  Rogan  opened  a  tannery  where 
he  could  handle  the  hides  for  which  he  traded.  It  was  also  during  this  time 
that  he  bought  his  first  slaves  to  raise  the  cotton  that  was  his  money  crop. 37 

To  the  hill  section  of  Alabama  as  to  the  remainder  of  the  country 
the  fall  of  1836  and  spring  of  1837  brought  hard  times.  The  store  in 
Cherokee  County  which  had  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  in  deer  and  bear 
skins  and  had  fed  the  tannery,  hurt  first  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians, 
failed  completely . 38  The  upsetting  of  a  flatboat  and  the  burning  of  a 
steamboat  on  the  Alabama  River  which  carried  Rogan's  cotton  caused  a 
loss  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars.  During  the  previous  spring  James  had 
gone  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York  to  buy  merchandise  and  to  New  Orleans 
to  buy  groceries,  running  up  large  bills.  In  the  midst  of  the  Panic, 
his  partner,  Colonel  James  White,  died,  forcing  James  in  the  liquidation 
to  assume  his  part  of  the  debt  of  businesses  in  Abingdon,  Kingsport,  and 
Gunter's  Landing.  "What  I  failed  to  pay  at  maturity  my  creditors  were 

35idem. 

36oeed  Book  B,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  100. 

37R0gan,  "My  Life,"  30. 

38jdem. 
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kind  and  lenient  and  after  a  hard  struggle  and  persevering  effort  was  en- 

O  Q 

abled  to  square  up."J^ 

Rogan  had  not  immediately  quit  the  flatboating  business  when 
he  went  to  Alabama,  and  the  carrying  in  of  supplies  over  the  tributaries 
of  the  larger  rivers  proved  a  challenge  equal  to  the  more  sensational 
voyages  of  his  past.^  A  record  remains  of  a  voyage  that  may  well  have 
been  one  of  his  own.  With  wheat  grown  in  Washington  County,  Virginia, 
milled  and  barreled  in  Sullivan  County,  Tennessee,  shipped  down  the 
Holston  to  the  Tennessee  and  thence  to  the  Hiwassee,  a  boatman  descended 
that  stream  for  forty  miles  to  the  Ocoee,  which  he  traversed  for  a 
distance  of  ten  miles.  A  portage  of  twenty  miles  brought  the  speculator 
to  the  Conasauga,  at  which  point  he  built  a  new  flatboat  with  which  to 
transport  the  flour  into  the  Coosa  and  eventually  the  Alabama,  on  which 
he  delivered  the  produce  at  Montgomery.  At  that  place,  after  a  toilsome 
journey  of  two  months,  he  made  a  good  prof it. ^ 

As  Rogan  suggested,  the  flatboats  were  neither  safe  nor  com¬ 
fortable,  but  to  him  they  appeared  no  more  dangerous  than  the  steamboat. 
When  going  east,  instead  of  walking  as  in  early  youth,  he  went  overland 
by  horseback  for  the  first  portion  of  the  way  and  then  by  the  mail 
stage. ^  However,  when  James  went  south,  especially  to  Mobile,  as  he 


39ibid.,  31. 

^ORogan,  "Biography." 

^Memorial  Record  of  Alabama,  I,  319-320. 
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frequently  did  because  of  business  --  and  perhaps  wanderlust  and  a  love 
of  excitement  --  he  patronized  steamboats .43 

One  night  in  1837  when  Rogan  was  a  passenger  aboard  a  steam¬ 
boat  on  its  way  to  Mobile,  he  was  awakened  by  an  unusual  clamor.  The 
cry  of  "Fire."'  rang  out,  and  the  captain's  voice  shouting  to  the  ladies 

and  urging  them  to  make  haste  could  be  heard  above  the  din.  By  the  time 

1 

James  was  half-clad  and  had  grasped  his  boots  and  saddle  wallets  in  his 
hand,  flames  were  licking  out  of  all  but  the  aft  deck,  to  which  point 
he  betook  himself.  Seeing  a  small  boat  not  yet  filled,  he  cast  his 
baggage  overboard  into  the  vacant  space  and  sprang  into  it  himself. 

Others  were  jumpting  into  the  water  to  swim  or  hanging  onto  parts  of 
the  rudder  until  they  could  be  picked  up.  No  lives  were  lost,  but  boat, 
cargo,  and  most  of  the  baggage  were  consumed . 44  A  rich  planter  and  his 
overseer  who  resided  near  Claiborne,  housed,  clothed,  and  fed  the  victims 
until  they  could  be  sent  on  their  way. 45 

However,  the  outcome  was  not  so  happy  as  it  had  first  seemed 
to  Rogan,  despite  the  loss  of  his  cotton,  for  among  the  passengers  was 
his  companion  on  the  trip,  a  special  friend  and  fellow  townsman,  a  bache¬ 
lor  whose  "money  was  his  principal  God."  Around  his  waist  in  a  belt,  he 
had  carried  three  thousand  dollars,  which,  when  it  had  been  dried,  was 

r  £ 

found  to  be  undamaged.  °  After  the  travelers  returned  to  Ashville,  the 


^Idem. 

44 Ibid. ,  68-69. 
45jbid . ,  70. 


46ibid. ,  71. 
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bachelor  became  morose  and  melancholy  and  his  mind  turned  to  matters 
religious  and  to  his  own  grandiose  position.  When  he  announced  that  he 
was  President  and  made  James  Rogan  Postmaster  General,  it  became  evident 
that  he  had  become  demented.  After  he  began  arrangements  to  have  Ash- 
ville's  streets  paved  with  gold,  it  became  necessary  to  confine  "this 
poor  monomaniac."4'7 

As  probate  judge  it  was  Rogan' s  duty  to  sign  papers  ordering 
the  administration  of  the  friend's  estate,  but  during  an  interval  of 
lucidity,  his  former  friend  berated  him  for  his  meddling,  including 
Rogan' s  order  for  the  medical  care  the  victim  was  forced  to  undergo. 

Soon  he  declined  into  final  insanity  and  died.48  Rogan  then  decided  that 
it  was  vastly  better  to  lose  six  thousand  dollars  in  uninsured  cotton 
than  to  lose  one's  wits.49 

Another  incident  James  remembered  and  regretted  occurred  in 
1838.  During  one  of  his  extended  business  trips  to  Mobile,  excitement 
arose  throughout  his  home  area  when  General  Winfield  Scott  called  for 
volunteers  to  form  units  for  the  possible  suppression  of  the  Seminoles. 
The  ladies  of  Ashville  gathered  to  make  a  flag  under  which  the  patriots 
could  rally.  Lilburn  furnished  the  material  from  James'  store.  When 
the  flag  was  completed,  it  was  found  that  there  was  one  stripe  too  many. 
Cries  of  "Nullifying  flag!"  arose.  Thereupon  the  banner  was  taken  into 


“^Ibid.  , 

72. 
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73. 
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Rogan's  nearby  home  where  the  offending  stripe  was  removed. ^  As  soon 
as  the  flag  was  raised  by  the  local  boys  to  the  top  of  the  pole,  John 
W.  Cobb,  a  militia  general  and  St.  Clair  representative  in  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  tore  it  from  the  pole  and  "tramped  it  to  the  ground,  uttering 
threats  against  anyone  who  again  raised  it."~^ 

Meanwhile,  during  the  confusion,  Rogan  returned  from  Mobile  and 
went  to  his  home.  Still  angry,  General  Cobb  before  the  crowd  accused  him 
of  being  the  perpetrator  of  the  incident  and  of  the  removal  of  the  added 
stripe.  He  sent  word  to  the  traveler  to  come  out  and  account  for  his 
behavior,  to  which  invitation  James  indignantly  replied  that  if  the  gen¬ 
eral  wished  to  see  him,  he  could  find  him  at  the  same  place  where  his 
messenger  had  found  him.  Cobb  did  not  call  upon  him. 

When  the  company  of  volunteers  was  made  up,  the  people  again 
met  in  the  public  square,  and  Rogan  sent  word  to  the  meeting  that  he 
would  make  a  public  statement.  James  had  hardly  begun  to  speak  when 
suddenly  Cobb,  who  had  been  pacing  back  and  forth  at  the  edge  of  the 
gathering,  grasped  him  from  behind  and  pulled  him  violently  to  the  ground. 
"Considerable  excitement  prevailed;  dangerous  weapons  were  exhibited . 

Rogan  appealed  for  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech  and,  when  the  general 
emotion  had  spent  itself,  explained  his  position.  Having  been  asked  by 
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many  friends  to  run  for  the  legislature  and  having  been  convinced  that 
all  personal  ties  with  John  W.  Cobb  had  been  ended  by  the  recent  attack 
upon  his  person,  Rogan  decided  to  announce  his  candidacy. He  was 
elected  without  opposition  when  Cobb  withdrew  from  the  race. 

General  Cobb,  however,  continued  to  exhibit  his  resentment. 

When  Willis  Rufus,  his  son,  came  home  one  day  with  the  usual  schoolboy's 
complaint  of  abuse  he  had  suffered,  his  father  decided  that  the  mis¬ 
treatment  arose  from  the  trustee's  distaste  for  the  father.  Therefore 

<• 

one  day  when  Rogan  was  in  his  blacksmith  s  shop,  Cobb  again  surprised  him 
and  threw  him  to  the  ground.  After  Rogan  was  raised  to  his  feet  and  the 
general  restrained  by  bystanders,  the  incident  closed.  The  next  year 
Cobb  made  apologies  and  overtures  of  friendliness,  but  in  his  old  age 
Rogan  still  remembered  the  feeling  of  hostility  that  lay  below  the  sur¬ 
face  of  t‘he  general's  behavior. 

James  Rogan' s  experience  in  the  legislature  during  the  1838- 
1839  session  completely  satisfied  his  desire  for  a  political  career. 

At  this  time  opponents  and  proponents  of  both  state  and  national  banks 
spent  endless  hours  arguing  and  introducing  measures  and  resolutions 
which  were  discussed,  voted  on,  tabled,  and  returned  to  committees. 

The  governor,  the  legislature,  and  the  trustees  themselves  sought  to 
control  the  board  of  the  State  Bank.“^  Rogan  during  his  term  always 
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voted  to  curb  the  power  of  the  banks  and  to  make  them  more  responsive  to 
the  will  of  the  people. Also,  he  always  voted  against  adjournment  if 
work  remained  to  be  done,  against  the  raising  of  the  salaries  of  judges, 
and  for  the  regulation  of  judicial  practices. 

Because  of  his  knowledge  of  the  rivers  and  of  Indians,  Rogan 
was  appointed  to  select  committees  to  deal  with  such  affairs.  His 
greatest  service,  however,  came  to  his  own  constituency  when  he  intro¬ 
duced  and  guided  through  the  house  the  bill  to  erect  a  courthouse  and  a 
jail  in  St.  Clair  County. 60  On  December  5,  he  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  St.  Clair  paupers  whi-ch  Governor  Bagby  signed  on  December  28.61 
He  added  St.  Clair  to  a  list  of  counties  seeking  permission  to  elect  a 
tax  assessor, 62  and  voted  for  the  creation  of  a  state  penal  institution 
at  Kilby. 62  Viewed  as  a  whole,  his  votes  and  decisions  proved  wise. 

Much  of  the  time  he  aligned  himself  with  the  Whigs,  though  he  voted 
against  endorsing  a  resolution  censuring  Andrew  Jackson  which  was  sent 
by  the  assembly  of  Kentucky  to  other  state  legislatures . 6^  James' 
greatest  amusement  also  came  at  the  expense  of  a  Whig  delegate. 
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One  day  during  a  long  debate  over  the  bank,  the  Democrats  made 
telling  blows  against  that  institution.  The  following  day  a  leading 
Whig  came  prepared  to  refute  the  opposition's  arguments,  bringing  with 
him  a  large  stack  of  books  with  pages  turned  down  for  ready  reference. 
These  books  he  placed  on  the  floor  beside  him.  A  mischievous  Democrat 
who  sat  behind  the  speaker  carefully  turned  up  the  marked  corners  and 
turned  down  others.  The  baffled  legislator  could  not  fail  to  notice  the 
smiles  of  his  colleagues  during  his  frustrated  attempt  at  a  speech.  At 
the  same  time  a  walking  cane  which  had  been  hung  on  one  of  the  columns 
began  swinging  in  the  breeze,  making  a  shrieking  sound  in  the  sudden 
wind.  The  Whig  cried  out  that  he  would  not  be  whistled  down,  that  he 

f)  s 

would  speak.  For  a  while  the  scene  was  a  perfect  farce.  J  This  ridicu¬ 
lous  episode  marked  the  close  of  Rogan's  career  as  a  lawmaker. 

In  his  personal  life  Rogan  was  very  successful.  His  oldest 
son,  James,  returning  to  Tennessee  to  study,  remained  there.  Other 
children  were  born:  John  Netherland,  September  12,  1836;  Leonidas  Hol¬ 
man,  March  27,  1840;  Margaret  Cornelia,  June  16,  1844.  It  was  perhaps 
the  best  time  of  his  life.  Except  for  his  business  losses,  which  he 
overcame,  and  the  death  of  his  father,  life  proved  pleasant  and  pros¬ 
perous  .  66 

But  St.  Clair  County  must  have  lost  its  challenge,  whereas  in 
the  adjacent  state  of  Mississippi  the  Indian  Cessions  were  being  opened 


65R0gan,  "My  Life,"  99. 

66 


Ibid.,  40. 
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and  people  far  away  were  being  importuned  to  take  advantage  of  the  vir¬ 
gin  land.  One  of  Rogan's  Byers  friends  had  already  moved  to  Panola 
County  and  C.  A.  Green  had  gone  to  Tippah.  The  call  was  too  strong. 
Rogan  decided  to  ’’take  a  look. "67 


67Ibid . .  39. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


A  DECADE  OF  CONTRASTS 

When  the  old  highways  and  bypaths  became  too  familiar,  James 

Rogan  moved.  He  never  explained  fully  his  motives  for  change.  In  some 

instances  opportunities  for  economic  advancement  influenced  his  decision. 

According  to  his  account: 

In  the  fall  of  1844  I  had  some  inducements 
held  out  to  me  to  move  to  the  state  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  so  in  the  month  of  Nov.  I  made  a 
little  prospective  tour  by  way  o_f  Tuscaloosa 
and  Demopolis . . . on  to  Paulding  _/whe re  one  of 
the  land  offices  was  established^.  .  .  then  turn¬ 
ing  north  Jyassed/  through  Louisville,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Houston,  Pontotoc,  on  to  Ripley, 

Tippah  County.  There,  after  looking  around 
for  a  time,  finally  purchased  the  place  I  am 
now  living  on .... ^ 

At  this  time  Tippah  was  a  new  county,  less  than  nine  years  old. 

The  town  of  Ripley  was  younger.  Indians  who  had  chosen  to  remain  on 

their  old  lands  were  still  to  be  seen  throughout  Tippah  County,  which 

2 

after  its  creation  on  February  9,  1836,  embraced  several  times  its 
present  area. 

In  1845  when  Lafayette  was  fourteen,  James  sent  him  with  slaves, 
livestock,  and  farming  implements  to  clear  the  land,  plant  crops,  and 
build  a  dwelling  house.  James  believed  in  giving  responsibility  to  his 
children  while  they  were  still  young.  For  so  young  an  overseer, 


iRogan,  "My  Life,"  37. 

^Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs  of  Mississippi  (2  vols. , 
Chicago,  1891,),  I,  260. 

^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  32. 
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Lafayette  --  possibly  more  like  his  father  than  any  of  the  children  -- 
performed  his  assignment  very  well.  Designed  with  a  broad  verandah 
across  the  width  of  the  house  and  constructed  with  a  central  hall  after 
the  fashion  of  the  day,  the  Rogan  dwelling  had  a  long  left  wing  in  order 
to  make  room  to  accommodate  the  family.  A  finished  basement  underlay 
the  left  wing,  with  cellars  for  root  crops,  fruit,  preserves,  and 
jellies.  Smokehouses,  big  barns,  stables,  and  slaves'  houses  were 
strung  out  across  the  hill.  To  the  rear  of  the  home  stood  the  well- 
house,  a  lattice  structure  on  sturdy  posts,  covered  by  a  conical  roof. 
The  house  itself,  of  clapboards,  was  made  of  "handsawn  heart  pine."  The 
heavy  timbers  forming  its  structure  were  smooth  from  hand  rubbing,  the 
whole  being  held  together  with  a  flatboatman' s  inch  oaken  pins.  It  is 
a  tribute  to  a  late  frontier  boy's  character  that  for  one  hundred  years 
in  spite  of  tornadoes  which  shook  it  and  the  hazards  of  humidity  which 
assailed  it,  Lafayette's  house  stood  on  its  foundation  glowing  and 
strong.  It  stands  yet.  In  a  saucer- shaped  valley  he  and  his  "work 
hands''^  built  a  dam  which  held  the  spring  waters  which  gushed  from  the 
Tippah  hills  into  the  clear  pool. 

Not  far  from  the  farm  which  James  Rogan  bought  rose  the  three 
Hatchie  rivers.  After  the  state  helped  clear  the  stream,  flatboats 
came  up  the  Tallahatchie  as  far  as  Williamson's  Landing  --  now  New  Al¬ 
bany  --  in  Tippah  County  to  take  away  the  cotton  to  New  Orleans.  Enter¬ 
ing  upon  his  fiftieth  year  shortly  after  his  removal  to  Ripley,  James 


^James  Rogan  somehow  could  seldom  quite  bring  himself  to  speak 
of  his  slaves  as  such.  He  referred  to  them  as  "helps,"  "workhands," 
"colored  men  and  women,"  or  as  servants. 
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had  chosen  for  his  new  home  a  place  that,  while  a  little  less  rigorous, 
was  still  recognizably  akin  to  his  past  environments,  still  new,  still 
exciting. 

During  October,  1846,  his  term  of  office  in  Ashville  having 
come  to  an  end,  James  moved  his  family  into  Lafayette's  house  and  began 
his  farming  operations.-*  Many  of  those  who  lived  in  Ripley  in  1846 
continued  as  his  friends  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  but  others  moved 
away,  and  newcomers  arrived,  so  that  within  a  few  years  Rogan  was  an  "old 
settler,"  a  founding  father,  and,  by  the  will  of  the  people.  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court  --  an  office  he  held  until  the  unsettled  conditions  of  war 
forced  him  to  give  up  such  duties. ^  Nevertheless,  before  he  became  an 
officeholder  again,  he  took  time  to  go  with  his  friend,  Judge  C.  A. 

Green,  formerly  of  Alabama,  to  the  budding  metropolis  of  Memphis  to  en¬ 
gage  in  cotton  speculation.  This  visit  occurred  during  the  fall  and 
winter  of  1847,  two  years  before  Memphis  achieved  the  status  of  a  city. 
While  there,  James  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  victim  to  pneumonia,  which 
kept  him  away  from  home  for  two  months  and  from  which  he  barely  recovered.* * 7 

At  the  time  James  moved  to  Ripley,  the  entire  countryside  was 
in  a  turmoil  over  two  events.  One  of  these  was  the  war  with  Mexico. 

Judge  Reuben  Davis,  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  and  other 
prominent  men  recruited  for  the  then  current  unpleasantness  and  had  such 


^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  31. 

6 Ibid . ,  33. 


7Ibid.,  32. 
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success  that  in  Tippah  County  some  aspirants  who  had  been  unable  to  find 
a  berth  in  the  First  Mississippi  Regiment  hastened  to  join  forces  with 
the  bedeviled  Second.  Martial  and  patriotic  ladies  lent  their  talents 
to  the  preparing  of  such  banners  and  equipment  as  they  or  the  volunteers 
deemed  necessary.® 

The  local  company,  called  the  Tippah  Guards,  had  as  its  First 
Lieutenant  a  rising  young  lawyer  of  twenty-one,  William  C.  Falkner  of 
Ripley.  The  captain  was  A.  M.  Jackson,  one  of  those  fiery,  ardent  Irish¬ 
men,  quick  in  mind  and  body,  gentle  and  courteous,  who  knew  how  to  make 
their  way  on  the  frontier.  After  the  war  Jackson  stayed  on  to  serve  as 
Chief  Justice  of  the  New  Mexico  Territory  until  a  desire  to  be  at  home 
brought  him  back  to  Ripley  after  secession. ^ 

Altogether  such  a  horde  of  distinguished  men  made  up  the  of¬ 
ficer  corps  of  the  Second  Mississippi  Regiment  that  the  Governor  of  the 
state  wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  regiment  contained  lawyers, 
judges,  generals,  legislators,  doctors,  and  gentlemen  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion.^  His  only  omission  in  this  list  of  distinguished  men  was  of 
fighters,  but  there  were  some  of  those,  too.  Ripley  was  much  agitated 
by  the  bad  reports  that  came  of  ill-health  and  casualties  among  the  men 


^Noverta  Walker  Scrapbook,  clipped  newspaper  article,  n.p., 
n.d.,  Noverta  Walker  Papers  in  Mitchell  Memorial  Library,  Mississippi 
State  University;  Dunbar  Rowland,  "Military  History  of  Mississippi, 
1803-1898,"  The  Official  and  Statistical  Register  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  1908  (Jackson,  1908),  415. 

^Reuben  Davis,  Recollections  of  Mississippi  and  Mississippians 
(Boston,  1890),  168-169. 

^Rowland,  c>£.  cit .  ,  415-416. 
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of  the  Second  Regiment,  but,  at  that,  fewer  Tippah  men  were  lost  from 
the  Guards  than  from  any  other  unit  in  the  Regiment.  Those  few  were 
sacrificed  to  the  most  persistent  enemy  of  fighting  men  --  filth  and 
disease.  The  camp,  not  the  field,  was  the  Nemesis  of  the  Guards.'*’"*’ 

In  a  pattern  that  was  to  be  followed  in  a  later  and  larger  con¬ 
flict,  the  young  lieutenant  of  the  local  company  returned  before  his  unit 
was  sent  home.  Though  the  Second  had  not  engaged  in  actual  fighting, 
William  Falkner  was  ill  and  wounded.  People  in  Ripley,  knowing  nothing 
of  the  service  of  the  various  units,  immediately  made  a  hero  of  the 
young  man.  The  groundwork  was  laid  for  a  romantic  career.^  Destined 
to  become  the  most  popular  and  most  widely  known  man  in  the  history  of 
Ripley  and  Tippah,  Falkner  had  drifted  into  the  town  in  his  adolescence 
looking ’ for  an  uncle  by  marriage,  John  W.  Thompson,  who  lived  there. 
Instead  of  finding  his  uncle  at  home,  Falkner  learned  that  he  was  in  jail 
in  Pontotoc  because  of  a  murder  committed  at  the  place  where  he  had  been 
teaching. An  attorney  of  recognized  ability,  Thompson  declined  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  youth  who  had  walked  from  Missouri  to  find 
him. 

Falkner  found  a  home  for  himself  with  the  sheriff  of  Tippah 
County  until  an  Irish  schoolteacher  and  lawyer,  James  Keenan,  took  him 


UNatchez  Weekly  Courier ,  June  9,  1847. 

^Alexander  Bondurant ,  "William  C.  Falkner,  Novelist,"  Publi¬ 
cations  of  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society ,  III  (1900) ,  114  _et  seq . ; 
Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs  of  Mississippi ,  I ,  713. 

l^v/illiam  V.  O'Connor,  The  Tangled  F ire  of  William  Falkner 
(Minneapolis,  1954),  4-5. 
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in,  educated  him,  and  made  a  lawyer  of  him.  Gradually,  after  Thompson 
returned  to  Ripley,  Falkner  won  his  approval,  ^  a  sure  passport  to 
social  and  financial  success.  When  Falkner  returned  from  Mexico  -- 
wounded,  ambitious,  self-assured  --  he  made  a  pathetic  figure  of  a  hero, 
a  role  in  which  he  was  to  become  a  master.  It  was  at  this  point  that  the 
Rogans,  new  to  Ripley,  first  met  this  man  who  would  soon  play  an  important 
part  in  their  lives,  both  directly  and  indirectly.  Although  the  affray 
during  the  war  with  Mexico  in  which  Falkner  received  his  wounds  was  suf¬ 
ficiently  controversial  to  prevent  his  obtaining  a  disability  pension, 
he  had  been  shot  in  the  left  foot  and  had  lost  parts  of  three  fingers 
from  his  left  hand. 15  Upon  entering  the  law  office  of  Thompson  and 
Prentiss, 15  he  soon  came  into  contact  with  James  Rogan,  to  whom  he  was 
unfailingly  courteous  and  kind. 

With  such  a  man  in  its  midst  --  swashbuckling,  inordinately 
energetic,  imaginative,  ruthless  in  business,  warm  and  generous  in  his 
personal  relationships  --  Ripley  could  hardly  avoid  the  results  of  the 
impact  of  his  personality,  some  effects  being  beneficial  and  others 


^Memphis  Commercial  Appeal ,  August  24,  1930. 

l^Andrew  Brown,  "The  First  Mississippi  Partisan  Rangers, 
C.S.A.,"  Civil  War  History,  I  (1955),  372. 

l^Ripley  Advertiser,  November  8,  1881.  No  statement  about 
Falkner  is  more  puzzling  than  this  one.  Written  and  published  by  John 
Ford,  who  knew  him  as  well,  and  was  as  close  to  him,  as  anyone  in  his 
life,  one  who  lived  in  Ripley  at  the  time  of  which  he  wrote,  Ford's 
involvement  of  S.  S.  Prentiss  in  Thompson's  firm  is  still  a  dubious 
matter.  So  far  no  study  of  the  Prentiss  bibliography  or  papers,  the 
latter  of  which  are  incomplete,  has  revealed  the  connection.  Yet  it  is 
another  factor  in  the  constantly  growing  Falkner  legend  that  is  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  character  of  the  man  and  is  quite  possibly  true. 
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detrimental.  In  the  latter  category  was  the  constant  rift  his  actions 
caused  in  Ripley  society  --  a  rift  at  times  open,  at  times  hidden  behind 
a  placid  facade,  but  always  present.  This  cleavage  arose  in  1851  when 
William  Falkner  killed  his  first  man  on  the  streets  of  Ripley.  It  grew 
wider  when  he  killed  the  second  sometime  later.  In  both  instances  the 
courts  acquitted  him.  Part  of  the  Ripley  citizenry  did  not. 17  The 
Rogans  had  one  year  in  which  to  establish  themselves  before  Falkner's 
return  from  Mexico,  and  they  seem  to  have  been  able,  as  a  consequence, 
not  to  have  had  to  align  themselves  with  any  faction.  Rogan' s  nature 
was  to  avoid  partisanship. 

Another  eminent  Ripley  citizen  with  whom  James  Rogan  was 
closely  associated  was  Orlando  Davis,  the  first  lawyer  to  reside  in  the 
new  town,  one  whose  inclination  was  to  take  sides  --  first  one,  then  the 
other,  with  a  lawyer's  skill.  It  was  through  Davis  in  his  capacity  with 
the  American  Land  Company  that  Rogan  bought  his  first  Mississippi  land, 
a  quarter  section  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Tippah  County,  near  the 
edge  of  Ripley. 1^  Why  Rogan  had  to  pay  almost  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  the  trustees  of  the  land  company  in  1855  and  receive  a  second 
deed  is  not  made  clear  by  the  records,  but  the  property  remained  his  home 
even  after  he  acquired  other  holdings  in  the  county. 19  Davis,  after 


17c.  J.  Frederick  to  the  Memphis  Appeal ,  April  16,  1881. 

l^Deed  Book  0,  Tippah  County,  Mississippi,  357  (Courthouse  at 
Ripley);  the  American  Land  Company  to  James  Rogan,  October  1,  1855,  deed 
in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

l^Deed  Books  K,  L,  M,  P,  Tippah  County,  Mississippi,  passim. 
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being  on  the  popular  side  locally  before  and  during  the  Civil  War,  managed 
also  to  be  on  the  correct  side  after  the  conflict,  at  which  time  he  again 
affected  Rogan's  life. 

In  1854  James  bought  a  piece  of  land  that  consisted  of  the  "E 
half  of  the  SW  quarter  of  Section  25,  Township  4,  Range  3  East."  This 
was  a  part  of  the  original  lands  set  aside  from  the  Indian  Cession  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor.  It  was  sold  to  Rogan  for  four  hundred  dollars, 
a  sum  which  was  to  be  used  in  the  support  of  paupers.  The  overseers  who 
disposed  of  the  land  were  H.  W.  Stricklin,  Rogan's  neighbor  and  the  Pro¬ 
bate  Judge  when  James  first  came  to  Ripley;  W.  R.  Cole,  a  merchant;  and 

2  0 

C.  A.  Green,  his  partner  in  cotton  speculation. 

With  his  interest  in  schools  still  high  when  he  left  Alabama, 
in  Ripley  Rogan  had  even  more  reason  than  before  for  promoting  educa¬ 
tional  opportunity  for  the  youth  of  the  community.  Margaret  Cornelia, 
born  June  16,  1844,  was  nearing  school  age,  and  the  birth  on  July  19, 

1848,  of  Sarah  Alabama,  his  only  Mississippi-born  child,  gave  added 
incentive  to  Rogan  to  lend  his  efforts  to  the  establishment  of  schools 
in  Ripley. The  oldest  son,  James  W. ,  who  had  returned  to  East  Ten¬ 
nessee,  had  attended  Maryville  College.  On  November  4,  1846,  he  had 
married  Margaret  McKinney  of  Rogersville  and  settled  there,  where,  under 
the  influence  of  John  Netherland,  he  remained  close  to  the  many  relatives 
still  in  that  section. ^2  When  Amos'  son  left  his  household,  James  for 

20oeed  Book  K,  Tippah  County,  Mississippi,  559;  H.  W.  Stricklin, 
C.  A.  Green,  W.  R.  Cole  to  James  Rogan,  September  2,  1854,  deed  in  the 
possession  of  the  author. 

2lRogan,  "Family  Record,"  2. 

^Conversation  with  Mr.  Prentiss  Price,  Rogersville,  Tennessee, 
August  30,  1960. 
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the  first  time  was  responsible  only  for  his  own  family. 

At  the  time  Rogan  first  arrived  in  Ripley  most  of  the  teaching 
was  being  done  in  log  cabins  by  young  men  who  were  reading  law  or  medicine 
in  preparation  for  their  own  future  careers.  Among  those  who  instructed 
the  young  were  Charles  Word,  later  congressman;  William  C.  Falkner,  later 
lawyer  and  magnate;  and  Dr.  William  Carter,  who  was  greatly  respected. 

In  1859  two  schools  were  erected,  the  Ripley  School  for  boys  and  the 
Academy  for  girls.  For  this  second  institution  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Vance 
Buchanan,  one  of  the  most  widely  known  educators  in  north  Mississippi, 
was  installed  in  her  initial  session  of  a  thirty  year  career  in  Ripley 
and  environs.  Ro.gan's  daughters  and  several  granddaughters  had  their 
schooling  from  her. 23 

Although  his  economic  life  at  first  ran  smoothly  and  James  Rogan 

was  happy  in  his  new  home,  the  adversities  of  increasing  years  began  to 

exact  their  relentless  toll.  On  August  16,  1854,  Sarah  Netherland  Rogan 

died.  Of  her  passing,  James  wrote: 

It  was  the  will  of  the  Lord  to  take  from  me 
my  precious  and  beloved  wife.  She  was  a  de¬ 
voted  Christian  woman  and  I  am  well  assured 
from  her  dieing  as  well  as  living  testimony 
that  her  present  state  is  of  a  most  glorious 
character.  Yet  to  me  it  has  ever  been  a 
mournful  loss,  so  that  none  others  have  been 
permitted  to  occupy  her  place. 24 


23Ripley  Reporter,  May  10,  1915;  Ripley  Southern  Sentinel, 
April  28,  1921. 

24 


Rogan,  "My  Life,"  34. 
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Rogan  seldom  wrote  in  detail  of  Sarah's  activities,  but,  in  his 

i 

letters  and  papers  that  remain,  often  mentioned  his  devotion  to  her.  He 
consoled  himself  after  her  death  by  noting  that  "this  is  the  first  and 
only  death  occurring  in  my  family,  white  or  black,  for  about  thirty- two 
years. "25  Indeed,  his  "black  family"  was  especially  useful  at  that  time. 
Catherine  Crawford,  the  only  child  born  at  Gunter's  Landing,  "assumed  the 
cares  and  duties  of  housekeeping  and  of  _/being/  mother  to  her  youngest 
sister,  Sallie  Alabama,  then  only  six  years  of  age. "26  With  the  aid  of 
the  household  servants,  Cattie  Rogan,  postponing  her  own  marriage,  set 
about  to  make  a  home  for  four  brothers,  her  cousins,  her  father,  and  her 
two  little  sisters,  six  and  ten.  Pretty,  full  of  domestic  virtues,  loved 
and  feared  by  the  little  girls,  she  maintained  the  hospitality  and  even 
tenor  of  the  household. 2? 

Two  years  later,  on  October  26,  1856,  the  matriarch  of  the 

family,  Catherine  Crawford  Rogan,  died  in  Kingsport.  For  James  it  was  a 

time  for  remembering.  It  was  of  his  mother  that  he  had  his  earliest 

memory,  from  her  that  he  learned  patience  and  gentleness.  Whenever  and 

wherever  he  had  gone  in  the  East  on  his  travels,  he  had  made  a  practice 

of  visiting  her.  He  wrote  a  short  character  study  of  her,  of  which  only 

the  last  two  pages  are  extant. 

After  years  of  a  rather  unsettled  life  your 
Grandma  attached  herself  to  the  Presbyterian 


^Idem. 
26rbid.,  35. 
27 


Ibid. ,  36;  Markell  Diary,  I,  May  29,  1861. 
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Catherine  Crawford  Rogan 
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Church  under  the  Rev'd  Robert  Gj_enn.  All  the 
time  before  and  after  this  ]_ she/  lived  a  pious, 
contented,  and  happy  life,  rearing  up  a  large 
family  of  children,  all  of  whom  she  had  the  in¬ 
explicable  gratification  befo_re  their  death  to 
know  had  joined  in  _/he_r/  march  to  a  bet¬ 

ter  world. 28 

In  general,  events  moved  forward  toward  greater  tragedy,  more 
intense  sorrow,  not  along  for  James  Rogan.  It  was  a  time  for  the  draw¬ 
ing  of  lines  and  the  taking  of  sides.  Earlier,  when  he  had  been  in  the 
Alabama  Legislature,  it  had  been  difficult  to  determine  by  his  vote 
whether  Rogan  was  a  Whig  or  a  Democrat.  Self-reliant  himself,  he  opposed 
Whig  measures  which  might  lead  to  dependence  on  the  state  by  its  citi¬ 
zens.  For  instance,  when  the  house  debated  the  question  of  whether  to 
allow  a  certain  man  to  construct  a  dam  and  build  a  mill  on  a  stream,  he 
voted  against  the  measure,  but  thought  fit  to  explain  his  stand.  He  con¬ 
tended  that  there  was  no  need  for  the  measure,  because  the  man  already 

2  9 

had  the  right.  All  he  needed  to  do  was  to  begin  working.  As  Rogan 's 
colleague  Richmond  Hammond,  a  wealthy  St.  Clair  planter  who  owned  six 
thousand  acres  of  land,  always  voted  with  the  Whigs,  it  is  easy  to  deter¬ 
mine  when  Rogan  voted  with  the  Democrats  because  of  the  split  St.  Clair 
vote . 

Thus  James  Rogan  found  himself  in  the  position  of  many  people 
in  the  South.  There  was  no  party  that  precisely  supported  his  principle 


O  O 

^°James  Rogan,  Notes,  manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

29Alabama,  House  Journal  (1838),  222. 

30 

Ibid . ,  passim. 
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of  progress  within  the  framework  of  the  .law.  His  political  beliefs 
were  similar  to  those  of  his  brother-in-law,  John  Netherland  of  Rogers- 
ville.  Whatever  else  East  Tennessee  might  be,  it  was  also  the  home  of 
the  late  John  Sevier,  who  was  still  active  when  the  Rogans  moved  to 
Kingsport.  Whether  stopping  at  the  Deery  Inn  in  Rogersville  or  the 
Netherland  Inn  in  Kingsport,  the  founder  of  Tennessee  exuded  a  warmth 
of  personal  good  will  and  a  very  genuine  democracy  which  those  who  knew 
him  found  hard  to  resist.  His  conflicts  with  Jackson  left  a  legacy  of 
opposition  to  Jackson's  policies  and  tactics.  The  Rogans  and  Netherlands 
admired  Sevier.  He  possibly  exerted  great  influence  on  them.  At  any 
rate,  John  Netherland,  also  perhaps  influenced  by  his  James  River  family, 
became  a  Whig. 31 

Educated  at  Tusculum  under  Dr.  Samuel  Doak,  Netherland  had  read 
law  under  Judge  Samuel  Powell,  receiving  his  law  license  before  he  was 
twenty-one.  At  twenty-three  he  was  a  state  senator.  He  was  more  than 
once  a  presidential  elector  on  the  Whig  ticket.  In  1859  he  was  unani¬ 
mously  chosen  by  the  Whigs  to  oppose  the  powerful  incumbent,  Isham 
Harris,  for  governor,  despite  the  fact  that  he  had  been  narrowly  de¬ 
feated  by  John  Bell  for  the  United  States  Senate  in  the  previous  year. 32 
A  handsome  man,  six  feet  tall,  graceful,  well-proportioned,  faultlessly 
dressed,  Netherland  became  a  leader  of  Tennessee  Whiggery.33 


31oiiver  P.  Temple,  Notable  Men  of  Tennessee  (New  York,  1912), 

159-165. 

32w.  M.  Caskey,  "The  Second  Administration  of  Governor  Andrew 
Johnson,"  East  Tennessee  Historical  Society  Publications,  II  (1930),  34-54. 

33Taylor,  op.  cit . ,  162. 
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Mississippi  never  reached  quite  the  heights  of  partisanship 
attained  by  Tennessee  during  the  declining  days  of  the  Whig  party,  the 
nativistic  principles  finding  little  congenial  soil  in  which  to  flourish. 34 
The  state  party  had  such  a  colorful  and  eloquent  leader  in  Seargent  S. 
Prentiss  that  it  found  followers  even  in  the  hill  counties.  Associated 
with  John  W.  Thompson  in  many  legal  proceedings,  Prentiss  early  cast  his 
spell  over  Thompson’s  nephew,  William  Falkner.  Falkner  became,  youthful 
though  he  was,  the  leading  Whig  of  Ripley.  In  the  fifties  a  Know-Nothing 
paper,  called  the  Uncle  Sam,  spoke  anonymously  for  Whig  principles.  Its 
place  of  publication  was  not  generally  known,  but  many  suspected  that 
the  work  was  done  at  Pontotoc.  It  was  believed  that  the  anonymous  editor 
was  Falkner,  who  by  that  time  was  widely  recognized  for  his  pamphlets 
and  books.  No  copy  of  the  Uncle  Sam  has  been  uncovered,  although  well 

Q  S 

into  the  present  century  many  remembered  it.  J 

Under  whatever  distinguished  leadership  the  political  parties 
of  Tippah  came,  Rogan  --  "cured  of  political  aspirations"  in  1838-1839  -- 
took  so  little  part  in  the  controversies  of  the  hour  that,  after  the  war, 
people  were  not  positive  about  his  affiliations.  Locally,  with  the 
division  of  the  town  resulting  from  the  so-called  Falkner  duels,  many 
citizens  besides  James  remained  silent,  and  many  like  him  retained  their 


^Arthur  C.  Cole,  "Nativism  in  the  Lower  Mississippi  Valley," 
Proceedings  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Historical  Association,  VI  (1912- 
1913),  267. 

35paul  L.  Berry,  Chief,  Serials  Division,  Library  of  Congress, 
to  the  author,  March  1,  1960;  conversations  with  Dr.  John  Murry  and  Dr. 
Jefferson  D.  Burns,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  April  6,  1931;  Biographical  and 
Historical  Memoirs  of  Mississippi ,  I,  714. 
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friends  in  both  camps.  A  potent  factor  in  the  town  had  been  former  Gov¬ 
ernor  Joseph  W.  Matthews,  whose  home  had  been  in  Tippah  County  before 
the  county's  division.  This  blunt  Democrat,  who  opposed  repudiation  of 
the  state's  financial  obligations,  had  had  a  large  local  following  from 
the  time  when  he  surveyed  the  county.  His  honest  policies  coincided  with 
Rogan's  views.  It  is  difficult  to  doubt  Rogan's  insistence  on  his  own 
loyalty  to  the  Union,  especially  when  nothing  else  in  his  life  seems  to 
have  been  based  on  deceit.  His  friend,  Governor  R.  P.  Lowe  of  Iowa,  in 
correspondence  with  him  during  this  decade,  insisted  that  Rogan  admit  he 
was  an  old-line,  pre-Republ ican  Whig. 36 

In  1858  Governor  McWillie  of  Mississippi,  faced  with  the  por¬ 
tents  of  impending  national  crisis  as  the  aftermath  of  John  Brown's  raid, 
asked  the  legislature  to  appropriate  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  for  the  arming  of  volunteer  military  units  to  supplement  the  militia. 
Tippah  responded  and,  in  the  militia  the  following  year,  boasted  of  a  bona 
fide  Brigadier  General,  William  Falkner.  ' 

Meanwhile,  even  though  the  Rogan  family  began  to  scatter,  in 
the  natural  course  of  events  it  grew  in  size.  Amos'  son,  James,  had  gone 
to  Texas,  married  there,  and  become  the  father  of  two  children,  all 
within  the  decade. 38  Xn  1857  John  Netherland  Rogan  returned  to  the  old 


36Ripley  Reporter ,  May  10,  1915;  R.  P.  Lowe  to  James  Rogan, 
September  7,  1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Rowland,  _o£.  cit .  ,  420. 
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Greensport  District  in  Alabama  where,  at  Ft.  Strother,  he  married  Marie 
Wood.  He  was  twenty- three .  He  brought  his  wife  back  to  Ripley  and  on 
acres  that  James  Rogan  and  Marie's  father,  George  Wood,  deeded  to  them, 
began  farming  for  himself.  There  his  own  son,  Charles,  was  born,  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1858.  In  1859,  however,  John  also  "had  inducements"  and  moved 
to  Jacksonport,  Arkansas,  and  during  the  following  year  moved  on  to  Texas. 39 
Richard  Rogan  remains  an  enigma.  When  his  family  moved  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  he  was  thirteen,  but  he  continued  to  spend  much  time  in  Alabama. 

It  is  known  that  he  visited  relatives  in  the  East  and  probably  in  the 
West.  While  he  was  in  Washington,  after  maturity,  he  had  Matthew  Brady 
photograph  him  with  most  happy  results.  A  handsome  man,  with  blue  eyes 
and  waving  hair  and  a  face  marked  by  dignity  and  questioning  appraisal, 
he  appears  to  be  intelligent,  aware,  and  daring.  This  portrait  must 
surely  be  one  of  Brady's  best.  Richard  was  a  charming  young  man,  inde¬ 
pendent,  capable,  honorable,  and  solitary.*^ 

Like  his  brothers,  Leonidas  attended  the  Ripley  school  for  boys. 
The  pride  of  the  family,  the  last  of  the  sons,  he  was  petted  by  brothers 
and  sisters.  His  father  gave  him  some  land  to  farm  for  himself  and,  al¬ 
though  he  continued  to  live  at  home,  he  had  the  income  and  responsibility 
of  an  adult.  At  the  end  of  the  decade  he  was  still  only  nineteen.  Born 
at  the  peak  of  his  father's  career,  after  the  advent  of  roads  and  railroads 
and  steamboats  had  made  travel  easier,  he  missed  some  of  the  excitement 


39w.  A.  Gray,  D.D.,  to  "Whom  It  May  Concern,"  November,  1860, 
letter  transferring  church  membership,  Rogan  Papers;  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  38. 
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that  prosperity  and  maturing  society  abolished.  Among  the  statements  of 
accounts  that  James  kept  is  one  which  shows  that  'Ondy,  as  he  was  called, 
had  entered  upon  the  career  of  a  beau.  Catherine,  evidently  a  seamstress 
of  some  attainments,  not  only  provided  clothing  for  her  young  sisters  but 
also  helped  to  keep  her  young  brother  in  sartorial  elegance,  as  well.  Al¬ 
most  every  month  in  1859  and  1860,  the  tailor's  bill  lists  "cut  coat  for 
boy,"  "cut  coat  and  vest  for  boy."  As  'Ondy  grew  older,  the  statement 
reads  "for  son."^ 

Two  other  small  accounts  which  Rogan  settled  for  his  sons  were 
one  for  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  two  days'  hire  of  "hack  and 
harness,"  used  on  the  first  portion  of  John's  prospective  tour  of  Arkan¬ 
sas,  ^  and  the  final  payment  on  a  four  hundred  dollar  note  Richard  had 
signed,  consisting  of  six  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents  in  interest.  By 
the  time  James  closed  out  his  son's  debt  the  interest  on  the  interest  had 
brought  the  sum  to  almost  twelve  dollars.  It  took  James  Rogan  a  long 
time  to  pay  these  small  bills,  which  were  presented  to  him  years  after 
their  making,  but  in  the  meantime  the  war  intervened . ^ 

A  bill  from  the  firm  of  Cox  and  Moody  sheds  some  light  on  the 
daily  activity  in  the  Rogan  household.  On  March  2,  1860,  when  spring 
was  arriving,  James  was  charged  for  one  varnish  brush,  fifty  cents,  and 


^l"James  Rogan  --  due  to  N.  S.  Prince  and  Company,"  Ripley, 
Mississippi,  March,  1865,  Rogan  Papers. 

42"James  Rogan  --  due  to  S.  R.  Spight,"  Ripley,  Mississippi, 
March,  1865,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Idem. 
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for  one  bottle  of  coach  varnish,  seventy-five  cents. ^  Because  James 
Rogan  himself  preferred  walking  the  long  mile  to  town  in  fair  weather 
and  foul,  one  can  only  infer  that  the  young  ladies  needed  the  carriage 
refurbished  in  order  to  pursue  their  social  and  religious  activities 

On  December  3,  1860,  Leonidas  had  bought  --  surely  not  for  him¬ 
self  --  one  bottle  of  asafetida,  for  seventy-five  cents,  and  in  the 
spring,  for  someone  in  the  family  who  evidently  had  chills  and  fever, 
regular  amounts  of  quinine.  Also  listed  were  the  following  items  familiar 
to  the  medicine  cabinets  of  one  hundred  years  ago: 


1860 

castor  oil 

.30 

gum  arabic 

.25 

spirits  of  turpentine 

.50 

2  oz.  of  laudanum 

.25 

1861 

do 

.30, 

Total 

$11.85 

Altogether  the  family  seems  to  have  been  blessed  with  good  health,  for 
this  drug  bill  represented  the  medicines  for  Rogan' s  family  "white  and 
black"  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

But  these  sons  were  not  all  of  Rogan' s  family.  Lafayette,  who 
had  built  the  house  and  along  with  Dick  and  ' Ondy  and  John  had  gone 
through  the  Ripley  schools,  became  a  merchant.  In  1860,  having  married 
Ellen  Jane  Hunt  of  a  prominent  Ripley  family  which  was  formerly  of  the 
Virginia  Tidewater  country,  he  was  operating  his  business  and  proving 


^"James  Rogan  --  due  to  Cox  and  Moody,"  Ripley,  Mississippi, 
March  10,  1863,  Rogan  Papers. 

^5idem. 
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himself  as  successful  in  that  field  as  in  others.  Lafayette  became  a 
partner  of  Ellen's  uncle,  Richard  Thurmond,  and  by  1860  had  real  property 
valued  at  twenty- five  hundred  dollars.  His  personal  property  was  four 
times  that  sum. 

With  his  sons  self-supporting,  with  only  Leonidas  remaining 
under  his  roof,  James  Rogan  himself  faced  the  census  taker.  Besides  him¬ 
self,  sixty- two  years  of  age,  and  Leonidas,  nineteen,  he  listed  as  members 
of  his  household  three  daughters:  Catherine,  thirty-one;  Margaret,  six¬ 
teen;  Sarah,  ten.  Of  his  financial  assets,  reduced  by  that  time  because 
of  his  retirement  from  office  and  his  support  of  the  ventures  of  his 
sons,  he  was  very  positive.  The  value  of  his  real  estate  was  five 
thousand  dollars;  of  his  personal  property,  eighteen  thousand,  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-six  dollars. ^8  Never  a  large  slaveowner,  his  need  for 
help  had  decreased,  despite  the  fact  that  his  sons  had  left  home.  In 
connection  with  his  farm  he  operated  a  gristmill,  a  gin,  and  a  blacksmith 
shop,  which  certainly  after  the  war  and  probably  before,  served  his  neigh¬ 
bors.  His  stables  held  a  number  of  carriage  and  saddle  horses  as  well  as 
the  work  animals.  Tax  records  having  been  destroyed,  it  is  necessary  to 
depend  on  deed  books  for  information,  a  source  which  gives  no  cumulative 
evidence  of  holdings  at  any  particular  period. ^ 

As  with  his  sons,  so  with  Rogan' s  daughters.  Maria,  the  oldest, 


47m  icrofilm  MSS,  1860  Census  Population  Schedules,  Mississippi, 
Tippah  County,  648. 

48Ibid. ,  571. 

A  Q 

^Deed  Books  M,  0,  Tippah  County,  Mississippi. 
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who  had  come  down  the  river  from  Tennessee  on  a  flatboat  in  her  infancy 
and  had  married  James  Pinckney  Wood  in  Ashville  in  1846,  was  the  mother 
of  four  children.  Maria  was  always  a  favorite  of  her  father's,  and  he 
and  his  family  often  visited  her  household.  She  enjoyed  a  gracious  life, 
free  of  financial  care.^O 

For  the  three  girls  at  home  life  presented  various  aspects. 
Catherine,  seeing  her  youth  fade  as  she  cared  for  her  younger  sisters 
and  brothers  and  managed  the  household  of  her  father,  sometimes  made  per¬ 
fectionism  paramount.  Conscious  of  her  responsibility,  she  probably  held 
the  reins  more  tightly  on  the  younger  children  than  their  mother,  a 
product  of  the  free  and  independent  frontier,  would  have  thought  neces¬ 
sary.  Ripley  and  Tippah  County,  developing  rapidly,  had  attracted  set¬ 
tlers  from  the  older  communities  of  South  and  East.  Pretentious  dwellings 
began  to  dot  the  countryside.  Literary  societies  and  temperance  orga¬ 
nizations,  which  were  almost  wholly  social  and  decidedly  exclusive, 
combined  with  church  activities  to  create  an  atmosphere  of  some  dignity 
and  gaiety.  Charades,  amateur  theatricals,  quadrilles  punctuated  the 
winter  season.  In  summer  local  families  visited  the  watering  places, 
sometimes  as  far  away  as  Virginia  and  Alabama,  but  often  no  farther  than 
Iuka  Springs.  Carriages,  driven  from  door  to  door  by  menservants,  de¬ 
livered  invitations  to  soirees,  the  invitations  being  elaborate  arrange- 


50Conversation  with  Mrs.  J.  B.  Shannon,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
June  16,  1951. 


~^Mrs .  Bama  Falkner  McLean  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  the  author, 
August  21,  1952. 
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merits  of  nosegays,  notes,  and  hand- colored  souvenirs  carried  on  baskets 
or  silver  trays. ^2  Grooming  the  children  to  take  their  place  in  this 
ante  bellum  society  without  letting  affectations  and  frivolities  creep 
in  to  affect  the  Rogan  simplicity  was  not  an  uncomplicated  task  for 
Catherine  Rogan.  It  left  her  no  abundance  of  time  to  pursue  her  own  ro¬ 
mance,  which  nevertheless  somehow  through  the  years  remained  unimpaired . ^3 
Margaret  --  Mag  --  the  gentle,  lustrous- eyed  combination  of 
shyness,  warmth  and  beauty  --  at  sixteen  met  a  tall  young  man  from  Attala- 
ville,  George  W.  Brooks,  who  had  recently  moved  to  Tippah  County.  After 
a  short  courtship,  Margaret  and  George  obtained  James'  permission  for 
their  marriage,  which  took  place  on  December  6,  1860.^ 

After  Margaret's  marriage  there  was  no  one  near  Sally's  age 
in  the  household.  She  wandered  often  to  the  kitchen  where  the  cook,  "Aunt 
Nancy,"  alternately  scolded  her  and  smothered  her  with  affection.  Like 
the  girls  of  the  town,  she  attended  the  Academy  under  Mrs.  Buchanan's 
supervision.  There  she  found  a  wealth  of  affection  and  understanding. 
There  she  learned  music  as  well  as  mathematics.  A  small  girl  who  was 
expected  at  all  times  to  be  a  young  lady,  she  became  very  shy,  a  fact 
which  made  her  less  and  less  conspicuous  in  the  busy  world  of  adults  con¬ 
cerned  with  a  crisis.  Sally  was  not  born  into  a  world  in  which,  by  one's 


52conversat ion  with  Mrs.  John  Walker,  Ripley,  Mississippi, 
April  6,  1931. 

53Markell,  Diary,  I,  May  28,  1861. 

-^Conversation  with  Mrs.  George  W.  Brooks,  Jr.,  Holly  Springs, 
Mississippi,  May  29,  1960. 
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ovn  choice,  a  life  might  be  made  to  one's  liking.  The  forces  that  shaped 
her  adolescence  and  young  womanhood  involved  millions  of  men,  none  wise 

enough  or  strong  enough  to  solve  problems  simply  for  her  or  for  their 

_  55 

country. 

The  critical  decade  passed.  James  Rogan  had  experienced  two 
great  sorrows  in  the  loss  of  wife  and  mother  and  probably  innumerable 
small  disappointments,  but  he  had  achieved  the  success  he  desired.  His 
children  were  leading  normal,  successful,  and  apparently  happy  lives.  He 
himself,  after  serving  as  judge  as  long  as  conditions  permitted,  retired 
to  his  farm  where,  surrounded  by  friends  and  family,  he  had  ample  time  to 
devote  to  his  church.  James  remembered  that  period  as  being  personally 
a  pleasant  one.  He  stated  that  "the  fees  from  my  office  and  the  proceeds 
from  my  little  farm  enabled  me  to  get  along  smoothly  and  happily  in  my 
family  relations,  having  no  severe  sickness  in  my  family .... 

In  Ripley  there  was  a  town  square,  better  kept  before  the  war 
than  after,  and  about  it  ran  alternately  muddy  or  dusty  roads,  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  weather.  At  one  corner  of  the  square  sat  the  town  tavern. 
There  travelers  stopped  overnight  and  the  men  of  the  vicinity  gathered 
for  other  reasons.  The  Sims  Brothers  operated  a  stage  line  from  Memphis 
to  Decatur,  Alabama,  by  way  of  Holly  Springs  and  Ripley,  and,  when  the 
coach  came  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  where  the  Stricklin  and  the  Rogan 
farms  lay,  the  coachman,  perched  on  his  high  seat,  raised  his  bugle  and 


-^Conversation  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
January  11,  1961. 

^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  35. 
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blew  loud  blasts  on  his  horn  to  indicate  the  number  of  guests  for  dinner 
and  for  the  night's  lodgings  at  the  tavern.  Then  he  cracked  his  whip  over 
his  four  horses  and  sent  the  coach  crashing  and  rattling  the  last  mile 
into  town.  Seeing  this  innovation  of  the  1840' s,  children  in  the  vicinity 
dashed  as  madly  as  the  horses,  to  stand  in  awe  at  the  breath-taking  sight. 
Whereas  mail  had  been  delayed  for  weeks  in  transit  before  the  advent  of 
the  stages,  people  within  the  sound  of  the  post  horn  could  gather  soon 
after  its  arrival  for  letters  mailed  only  a  few  days  before.  Postage 
was  "four  pence,"  six  and  a  half  cents;  "a  bit,"  twelve  and  a  half;  or 
"two  bits,"  depending  on  the  distance  that  the  massive  had  traveled. ^7 

In  addition  to  acquiring  the  inn  and  coach  line,  the  town  re¬ 
placed  the  log  "palace  of  justice"  with  a  brick  building  which  occupied 
a  lot  opposite  another  brick  structure  which  had  been  erected  as  a  home 
for  a  branch  of  the  ill-fated  Bank  of  Brandon.  Where  James  B.  Walker 
had  formerly  operated  a  press  and  published  the  Mississippian,  John  B. 

Ford  moved  in  to  establish  the  long-lasting  Advertiser .  Most  of  the 
churches  had  separate  buildings,  though  the  Presbyterians  still  shared 

theirs  with  the  Episcopalians.^ 

For  all  its  isolation,  the  Ripley  that  Rogan  knew  was  a  busy 
hamlet.  Half  a  dozen  doctors  and  twice  as  many  lawyers  made  the  place 
their  home.  Mercantile  establishments  encircled  the  public  square.  Two 
streets  away  to  the  west,  on  a  ridge  that  bisected  the  town,  so  many  of 


5?Ripley  Reporter ,  May  24,  1915. 
58Idem. 
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the  prominent  citizens  built  their  homes  that  it  won  its  lasting  epithet, 

Quality  Ridge.  William  Falkner  had  published  his  handbill,  "The  Life  of 

McCannon,"  which  portrayed  the  life  of  a  highwayman  hanged  at  Ripley. 

Also  he  was  the  author  of  two  small  books  inspired  by  his  service  in 

Mexico.  One  of  these  was  called  The  Spanish  Heroine.  It  was  of  the  type 

which  James  Rogan  called  "trashy  literature."  At  about  the  same  time, 

Rogan  wrote  for  the  children  of  the  Sabbath  School,  of  which  he  was  for 

forty  years  superintendent,  a  very  moral,  rhymed  homily  called  "Hearts 

Stolen,  or  the  Effect  of  Reading  Bad  Books."  It  began 

Cornelias  Agrippa  went  out  one  day 

His  study  he  locked  ere  he  went  away 

And  gave  the  key  of  his  door  to  his  wife 

And  charged  her  to  keep  it  locked  for  her  life. 

"And  if  anyone  ask  my  study  to  see, 

I  charge  you  trust  him  not  with  the  key. 

Whoever  may  beg  and  entreat  and  implore 
For  your  life,  let  no  one  enter  that  door!" 

It  was  perhaps  not  technically  a  good  poem,  but  it  spoke  the  kind  of  les¬ 
son  people  liked  to  hear  on  Sunday,  and  Rogan  spent  much  time  in  compos¬ 
ing  such  fables  throughout  the  week.  Needless  to  say,  in  the  allegory  a 
young  man  was  destroyed.  Rogan  ended  with  a  warning: 

Henceforth  let  all  of  the  young  folks  take  heed 
How  in  the  conjurer's  book  they  do  read. 59 

The  difference  in  emphasis  was  at  once  evident,  although  Falkner 
had  also  concluded  his  book  with  an  epilogue  in  the  form  of  a  rhyme,  not 
so  moral  as  James',  but  more  practical.  It  implored  the  reader  not  to 
borrow  but  to  buy  his  book,  because  the  author  needed  the  money. ^0  Dramatic, 

59R0gan,  "Hearts  Stolen,  or  The  Effect  of  Reading  Bad  Books," 
unpaginated  manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

60wiH  iam  C.  Falkner,  The  Spanish  Heroine ,  A  Tale  of  War  and 
Love  (Cincinnati,  1851),  96. 
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full  of  literary  allusions  and  much  pathos,  Falkner' s  book  caused  a  furore 
in  the  town.  It  was  written  while  he  was  wintering  in  Ohio  after  fatally 
wounding  Robert  Hindman,  a  member  of  a  wealthy  Tippah  County  family,  because 
of  a  quarrel  over  membership  in  the  local  Temperance  Society.  Undoubtedly 
the  book  was  read  in  Mississippi,  but  whether  it  was  borrowed  --  a  practice 
Falkner  repeatedly  deplored  --  or  was  lost  in  the  fires  of  the  war,  at  pres¬ 
ent  no  copy  can  be  found  except  one  which  is  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

In  Ripley  as  in  the  entire  South  the  lure  of  California's  gold 
precipitated  an  exodus  of  ambitious  citizens.  One  of  those  who  departed 
was  young  Patrick  Vance,  brother  of  Mrs.  Buchanan,  the  mistress  of  the 
girls'  school.  He  left  without  knowing  that  his  sister,  Elizabeth  Vance, 
would  soon  become  the  second  wife  of  William  Falkner.  Through  inter¬ 
marriage  with  the  Vances,  the  Rogan  family  was  later  to  become  related 
to  Falkner,  "the  noblest  man  Ripley  ever  produced. 

But  gold  fever  did  not  end  with  the  exodu^  of  young  adventurers. 
Older  men  began  to  think  about  the  hills.  They  began  to  notice  the  color 
of  the  rocks  cropping  out  from  the  earth.  Soon  the  hills  along  the  road 
from  Ripley  to  Iuka,  where  James  Rogan  owned  land,  were  dotted  like  a  rash 
with  prospectors'  diggings.  Misled  by  the  mineral  pyrites  which  had  de¬ 
ceived  others  before  them  to  gain  their  name  "fool's  gold,"  most  of  the 
enthusiasts  found  mining  discouraging.  Others,  however,  when  the  hope  of 
gold  faded,  continued  digging  for  "precious  metals."  One  group,  on  throwing 
a  handful  of  the  pyrites  into  a  crucible  over  the  fire  from  which  it 
went  off  as  a  gas,  on  finding  a  piece  of  metal  in  the  ashes,  jubilantly 


^Ripley  Sentinel  ,  November  8,  1889. 
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announced  the  discovery  of  brass.  Another  group  tried  washing  minerals 
in  a  chemical  and  proclaimed  the  discovery  of  copper,  the  chief  ingred¬ 
ient  of  their  chemical  solution  having  adhered  to  the  rock.  When  the 
state  geologist,  Lewis  Harper,  visited  the  site,  he  found  the  men  work¬ 
ing  at  a  depth  of  forty  feet,  a  distance  that  had  increased  to  sixty  by 
the  time  E.  W.  Hilgard,  his  assistant  geologist  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi,  visited  the  scene. 62  Although  Rogan  is  not  known  to  have 
taken  part  in  or  encouraged  such  explorations,  probably  neither  he  nor 
the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  community  would  have  hesitated  to 
join  the  poor  gamblers,  had  success  been  indicated  at  any  point. 

But  Judge  Rogan  amused  himself.  Being  always  creative  and 
accustomed  to  answering  many  of  his  own  prayers  according  to  Franklin's 
maxim,  whenever  he  had  need  of  an  article,  he  produced  it  himself  if 
possible.  One  of  the  first  requirements  of  providing  for  his  family 
was  to  assemble  enough  furniture  for  use  and  comfort.  In  the  process 
of  creating  with  wood  --  from  flatboats  to  houses  --  he  built  many  pieces 
of  furniture  that  still  exist  despite  hazardous  moves,  fires,  war  and 
pillage,  and  distribution  to  various  children.  Among  these  articles  are 
a  grandfather  clock,  an  Empire  couch  --  now  called  a  day  bed ,  a  type 
of  escritoire  known  in  the  South  as  a  planter's  desk,  various  chairs, 
and  tables  with  marble  tops.  And  although  in  his  home  the  silver  spoon 
and  china  bowl  replaced  the  wooden  spoon  and  the  "pewter  Bason,"  Rogan 
continued  to  preach  to  the  children  of  his  household,  as  to  those  he  met 
on  Sunday,  about  the  enduring  luster  of  simplicity.*^ 

^Lewis  Harper,  Preliminary  Report  on  the  Geology  and  Agr icu 1 ture 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi  (Jackson,  1857),  268-272. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 


A  TIME  OF  ORDEAL 

In  1859  Ripley  became  the  site  of  a  county  fair  which  proved  so 
successful  that  it  was  decided  by  the  committee  in  charge  to  make  the 
holding  of  the  fair  an  annual  event.  In  spite  of  the  momentous  issues 
before  the  country  and  the  recent  heated  political  campaign  between  the 
Democrats  and  the  State  Rights  Whigs  --  the  old-line  Whigs  having  little 
influence  in  the  community  --  Ripley  itself  had  perhaps  reached  its  maxi¬ 
mum  extent  of  general  congeniality  and  harmony.  The  peaceful  spirit 
prevailed  because  the  Hindman- Falkner  antagonism  came  to  an  end.  In  1857 
T.  C.  Hindman  had  challenged  William  Falkner  to  a  duel  to  settle  the  old 
scores  and  put  one  or  the  other  at  peace  with  his  conscience,  for  the 
animosities  had  continued  even  after  Hindman  had  moved  to  Arkansas  dur¬ 
ing  the  decade.  After  having  his  seconds  wait  upon  his  opponent,  Hindman 
confided  his  plans  to  the  editor  of  the  Memphis  Appeal ,  Colonel  M.  C. 
Galloway.  The  regulations  governing  the  proposed  duel  were  drawn  up, 
the  plan  being  that  no  seconds  would  be  allowed  upon  the  scene,  which 
was  to  be  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi  opposite  Memphis.  Colonel 
Galloway  was  engaged  as  the  sole  witness  and  referee.  Once  the  signal 
was  given,  the  men,  armed  with  two  pistols  each,  were  to  turn  and  fire  at 
will  as  often  as  was  necessary  to  satisfy  their  honor.  It  was  to  be  a 
fight  to  the  death. ^ 


lc.  J.  Frederick  to  the  Memphis  Appeal ,  September  21,  1881. 
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Colonel  Galloway  persuaded  these  two  swashbuckling  gentlemen  to 

give  up  their  bloodthirsty  designs  and  to  become  friends.  Indeed,  Falkner 

went  over  into  Arkansas,  where  his  former  enemy  was  a  candidate  for 

Congress,  gave  a  barbecue  in  his  honor,  and  spoke  on  his  behalf.  The  only 

hatchet  that  was  buried  in  anyone's  scalp  was  the  political  one  used  on 

2 

Hindman's  opponent.  Hindman  was  elected. 

After  the  amicable  solution  of  the  long-standing  feud,  the  en¬ 
tire  population  of  Ripley  relaxed,  and  the  county  fair,  long  desired  by 
community  leaders,  became  a  reality.  With  the  settlement  of  local  diffi¬ 
culties,  it  was  hardly  possible  that  remote  threats  to  security  like  the 
national  conventions  and  elections  could  interfere.  At  least  no  local 
blood  would  be  shed  for  some  time. 

In  an  elaborate  program  and  premium  list,  printed  locally  and 
bound  in  blue,  the  Fair  committee  set  forth  its  regulations  governing 
entries  and  conduct. 3  The  premiums  themselves  had  a  rather  high  value, 
even  by  today's  standards,  ranging  from  two  dollars  and  a  half  to  twenty- 
five  dollars,  with  the  average  about  ten.  There  was  perhaps  a  better 
range  of  articles  for  display  than  in  a  similar  local  exposition  of  today. 
The  entries  ranged  in  premium  value  from  "guber  peas,”  "Bremen  Geese," 
and  "brogan  shoes"  at  two  dollars  and  a  half,  through  "water  and  oil 
painting"  and  "negro  jeans"  at  five  dollars,  to  "best  rifle,"  "most 
graceful  riding  by  a  young  Miss  under  twelve  years  of  age,"  and  "best 


2 Idem. 

3 

Premium  List  o f  the  Second  Annual  Fair  of  the  Tippah  County 
Agricultural  Society  to  Be  Held  at  Ripley,  October  _1,  _2,  4,  _5 ,  6, 

1860  (Ripley,  1860),  1-6. 
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yield  for  one  acre  of  oats"  at  ten  dollars.^ 

For  the  best  managed  farm  the  premium  was  twenty- five  dollars. 
Listed  first  in  the  program,  this  item  had  the  place  of  honor.  The  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  of  judges  was  the  Honorable  James  Rogan. ^ 

Not  alone  in  his  family  did  Judge  Rogan  serve  in  a  judge's 
capacity.  His  son,  Lafayette,  together  with  the  latter's  mother-in-law, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Hunt,  wife  of  the  probate  clerk,  was  called  upon  to  judge  the 
manufactured  goods.  A  section  of  the  categories  follows: 


Best  hat  made  for  gentleman  5.00 

Best  half  dozen  wool  hats  for  Negroes  5.00 

Best  suit  of  clothes  made  by  tailor  10.00 

Best  vest  made  by  a  lady  2.50 

Fine  shirt  made  by  Girl  under  12  5 . 00  ^ 


The  judges  of  "Fruits  and  Wines"  included  Mrs.  Orlando  Davis, 
chairman,  and  Miss  "Cattie"  Rogan.  Even  though  the  premiums  in  this 
class  were  in  the  lower  brackets,  it  is  noticeable  that  only  the  wines, 
of  all  local  products,  had  to  be  accompanied  by  a  "Receit  for  Making"  in 
order  to  be  eligible  for  a  prize.* * 6 7 

In  the  "yield  per  acre"  division  nothing  less  than  sixty-five 
bushels  of  corn  per  acre  was  eligible  for  consideration,  and  for  cotton 
nothing  less  than  twenty- five  hundred  pounds  was  admissible  to  the  list. 
In  days  before  fertilizers  and  machines,  before  insecticides  and  other 
chemical  aids,  the  suggestion  of  average  yield  per  acre  contained  in  the 


4lbid. ,  1,  passim. 

5 Ibid. ,  1. 

6 Ibid. ,  2. 


7Ibid. ,  7. 
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list  is  exceptionally  high,  lending  strength  to  doubts  concerning  later 
theories  that  before  the  Civil  War  slaves  had  already  ceased  to  be 
economically  advantageous.  With  the  price  of  cotton  and  corn  high,  a  man 
like  Rogan,  with  from  ten  to  twenty  slaves,  could  expect  not  only  to  meet 
expenses,  but  to  have  a  surplus  as  well. 

The  admission  fees  give  some  indication  of  the  social  strata 
in  the  county.  "Officers  of  the  Mechanical  and  Agricultural  Associations," 
as  well  as  clergymen,  members  of  the  press,  and  widows  and  orphans  under 
twelve,  were  admitted  free.  Others  paid  varying  fees: 


Footman 
Man  and  horse 
Single  buggy 

Additional  passengers 
Double  buggy 

Additional  passengers 
Carriages 

Additional  passengers 
Children  under  twelve  and  servants 


50  cents 
75  cents 
50  cents 
50  cents 
75  cents 
50  cents 
$1.00  with 
50  cents 
25  cents 


8 


While  the  committee  was  happy  to  inform  the  public  that  the 
Ripley  Brass  band  would  "be  at  the  Stand  and  they  who  _/wishe_d/  to  be 
wafted  away  into  Music's  Eden  Bower,  ]_ could/  there  revel  amidst  its 
charms  so  sweet  and  feast  upon  its  strains,"  there  were  within  the  bul¬ 
letin  overtones  of  the  ominous.  For  instance,  "Section  20  --  Fire  Arms" 
encouraged  individual  and  small  industry  production  of  good  weapons. 
Awards  went  also  to  "Mechanic  Arts"  and  "Agricultural  Implements  of  Local 
Manufacture."  Spinning  and  weaving  commanded  higher  premiums  than  did 
embroidery  and  lacemaking  --  usually  the  reverse  being  true.^ 


8Ibid. ,  12 


Ibid . ,  6. 


4 


is;*!  urir.ntonoo  euduob  jj  d  g/r-Tje  gatbnst  frigid  \  <  I o/jui fci  3ail 

‘  c>  :  bs 2Be  '  /bf»9Tl.'  bt.i  a»vsl'  Jf-V  -Vi  3  nri3  -j  n  }$d  je.f.i  39ii09d3 

» 

i  <  r.1  r;  ,rfg  d  fi'/O )  brs  ^r>  '  '-Vj  ..  ~q  >ri3  dSJCW  .  auo  g  i  ii  tiv  bs  ^nBoimonoos 

'  r‘fTi  J  '  ao  3o/i  Jr.sq ;  noo  ,«r  v  •  ^Jrow3  o3  r.t-  3  -•ox  >  if  ':v  tnz$o2  sdl  ’ 


i  -  j  -  J  ;.bo<  orfJ  lo  noi  3fco  :  bn  t  offloa  avig  «s»sl  nolfcaifubs  nrfT 

b.-'M  sr.L.r'c  ro  brtfc  81  o:'  v  -■•  ;  6>  J  t<  iod  srn  «H9f;r'<gv  j  c  -  flaw  ae- 


,.".  :y*i •••,  bxsq  t  * 4  jO  .991  bs  .  j  i:/nf  -  .  i»w  tdvi«  w3 


n^'Vd-  o'? 
9B7orl  bn»  n*M 
\C82ixd  ^  X  gn  j  a 
BTsgnaaeaq  lanor^ibbA 

'/ggud  gJduoG 
ai&qna&aaq  lanoiJibbA 

.  >  .a rrj c.r;* 

a  iagnsBgac,  Ijcnoil  tb!  A 
:  vi.}*  t;ia  svlt»w3  T-*‘  ru  n  -ibi  ’ 


a,n9j  0? 

83090  OS 


rfJi  r  C><  i v 


a3noo  OS 
'a Jnao  r.2 


oi» )  3 i»ri 3  o.tlcu  srf?  j  o  n  ;  3  yqq  id  et.w  O933iirtnoo  n  '  9 i iriW 

a  o3  V>9d«  r.  ^  odv  v»d  bn  a  bn  a-  t2  j»d3  Jfe  dn  bluow  bn  fed  -:eiB  ^alqifl 


i  3  'ivv*  9 *  r> ;*  •  >\  t  .nvofl  nob3  a  ’  o auK  o3ni  y;fewfi  ba3ltfiw 


-In  orJ  t  rrcxijcw  s;.,y  9f9fi'3  11 .  en!«*j3a  63l  noqu  3a®  x  'no  3->swa  oa  aim  fid  o 
”«m  A  ootH  —  OS  io!3d»3  ndafi-lani  to3  .2uonirno  sri3  3o  -  roiisvo  nir>I 
,  anoqfeyw  •  'io  ai}o;.,bo  q  prj  J?bbf>  l  -  bnc  Xfcwbivibnj  bagBluoonS 

Ifeoo*I  io  £  irr&n  fqrl  vxu.l Xu: iigA”  br:.  •*£;  iA  r;  cnrriosH**  o3  oa  •  Jnsw  abifewA 
.  r*i  <  }'s;  t q  *ra.: bvbnfeito/i.o  s  i.i vfci  •.-?  A -x.  gainn  •  qZ  u -93i/30felunfeM 


1  >.•:  r  9d  f*a*x*i  •  •  •  ii 3  X  X-.JJ  •  ,.  90 R  bn  yioblo 'vdrro 


.Si  .  ;_c!i- 


.d  . .bidlg 


129 


But  the  highest  honors  and  greatest  rewards  were  set  apart 
for  entries  in  "Section  14  --  Military,"  in  which  category  a  gold  medal 
and  a  prize  of  thirty  dollars  were  awarded  for  the  best  uniformed  and 
drilled  voluntary  military  company. 10  The  list  of  judges,  eight  in 
number,  itself  might  have  proved  a  warning  to  those  discounting  the 
martial  spirit  of  the  South  as  being  a  figment  of  a  fire-eater's  imagi¬ 
nation.  Four  of  the  judges  were  colonels,  four  majors,  one  being  a  young 
doctor.  Judges  having  been  prohibited  from  officiating  in  any  category 
over  which  they  had  jurisdiction,  the  number  of  military  titles  outside 
the  volunteer  companies  was  indeed  imposing.  In  a  county  having  slightly 
over  seventeen  thousand  residents,  free  and  slave,  the  fact  that  there 
were  nineteen  judges  with  military  rank,  none  below  the  rank  of  captain, 
demonstrates  the  regard  with  which  those  who  commonly  wore  titles  were 
held  in  this  somewhat  new,  hill-country  section.  One  general  was  among 
the  officers  on  this  occasion,  General  Falkner,  whose  talents  were  en¬ 
listed  for  determining  winners  in  the  "Horsemanship  Division."^ 

On  the  final  day  of  the  fair  a  masquerade  ball  was  held.  Gen¬ 
eral  Falkner  was  grand  master  and  judge  of  this  event.  Although  the 
winners  have  long  since  been  forgotten,  the  ball  was  so  successful  that 
it  set  off  a  whole  chain  reaction  of  masked  balls,  which  then  smoldered 
unforgotten  until  after  the  war,  when  once  again  the  aging  belles  had 
beaux  for  whom  to  beautify  themselves . 12  On  no  one  was  the  impact  more 


1 Olbid . ,  4 . 

Hlbid.,  9. 

12idem;  conversation  with  Mrs.  John  Walker,  Ripley,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  April  6,  1931. 
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conclusive  than  on  that  romantic  grand  master,  William  Falkner,  who  after 

the  war  wrote  his  famous  novel,  The  White  Rose  of  Memphis ,  around  the 

13 

theme  of  a  masquerade  on  a  boat. 

Such  marchings  and  displays  of  military  splendor  must  also  have 
left  an  impact  on  other  segments  of  Ripley's  population.  When  the  national 
election  was  over  and  secession  had  become  a  reality,  recruiting  was  not 
difficult  in  Tippah  County.  Those  like  James  Rogan  who  opposed  seces¬ 
sion^  were  overpowered  by  the  exciting  forces  they  could  not  control. 

In  his  own  family  Rogan  was  overwhelmed,  for  even  though  it  is  not 
known  that  any  son  of  his  favored  secession  or  war  and  indications  seem 
to  exist  that  at  least  James  and  Lafayette  may  not  have  supported  seces¬ 
sion,  at  least  the  personal  interests  of  the  young  people  were  intimately 
associated  with  those  who  felt  their  sacred  call  to  duty  in  the  South's 
service . 

However,  it  was  Catherine  Rogan  who  was  most  intimately  con¬ 
cerned.  With  Company  B,  the  O'Connor  Rifles,  of  the  Second  Mississippi 
Infantry  Regiment,  was  David  W.  Humphries,  who  was  commissioned  on 
February  4,  1861,  by  Governor  Pettus  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  his  company. ^ 


■^William  C.  Falkner,  The  White  Rose  of  Memphis  (Philadelphia, 

1881) . 

l^Wil 1 iam  Richards  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  James  Rogan, 

April  12,  1873;  Orlando  Davis  to  J.  L.  Alcorn,  August  28,  1872;  J.  L. 
Alcorn  to  "Whom  It  May  Concern,"  January  22,  1873,  Rogan  Papers;  Rogan, 
"My  Life,"  14  et  seq. 


427. 


15Rowland ,  Official  and  Statistical  Register,  1908,  426- 


UU 

1335s  orfw  <ianrfla*  nifiiiliW  ti9l&  m  bn sig  oiansmoi  3firf3  no  rsrf3  9vi8L..onoo 
.  oj  t  eirt«7nroK  '  .  -  VI  Is»voi  3U<  1  a  3oiVf  im-.j  9rt  i 

■  ,3sod  c  no  absioupaftm  r,  io  mosH3 

</  rS  o  Is  .? ? fjoi  lobf  >  U.;  \i.-3  i  I  •  »ri  o  aysiqslb  brrs  ,,n tffotsrrr  do  *3 

i  n  i  n.-r  id  J  nodW  .roilr,  luqoq  5o  tcfflsmgeB  i-jtUo  mo  3o?>q;ni  m  JisI 

-  30  :  ^se.oqqo  M  i;ii  3  •  ;V  9>i  '  9801’/! 

.lounoo  i  on  bfnoo  ><  rfl  es  .•  o5  oru  Hi  ^9  aria  vd  •  to  wo  qt  1  o  9iow  lnoie 

3on  ••  :  r  rl*  rr  v?  .  bsmihtl-*  t^vo  ;  v  j  0  nwo  aid  fll 

in** bnr.  i:,v  to  no- .^909  3  bsiovsl  aid  io  not  vns  3sri3  rrwond 

VO  ■.  -  1.  t;  ;  vj-  ■  J  y .*  '  -  .  t  .IH  8C  u-.l.  3  -39  ~£  -  "  1  3p.i;  9  Oj 

yi^3  ml  3ni  —  .  jb 4  rl.;uov  -  /l  *  e3  89it*3/«  i  Junoaioq  of{3  Jastji  38  4noiz 

8 ' rfauoZ  9f. ni  vJab  ol  lif.o  hatoae  tisrfa  3ia5  oriw  «  odJ  r„:iw  boJsiooaaa 

.90Jt719B 

»  '!•  /  0  .-•>  ic  I  n  i  .1 :  il j s •’  ir*  3i  ,  »v‘>t  >j- 

Iqqj  u  Ueii  bnoosE  d  lo  .-isliifl  iomoO'O  sda  ,8  ^.'fiq^oO  r  iiW  •  bsntoo 

:o  bsftoisei/ni  ao  ?.s  r  o  siidqwoH  .W  bi'VBG  saw  t 3mj( -hi-1--  y?3n»5iil 

.^naqinoo  eid  io  JiicnsiusrJ  bnoo-*£  as  stiaasl  tont»voC  \ '  ,  ’d  *  vifioiao'il 


< 

4,;ot{0>:  eonn-.L  oJ  ,.0  .Cl  ,Uo3s  lir'^sW  *0  ebisdo  »  c  I  •  iVT  ' 

;  ,l  ;  <:TBi  ,  S£  J  '  ou;:  t’nooiA  ..i  .  I  oJ  8  LvbO  c-  Wit  I  tO  ;  ■ 
fl  »:  •  31901-1  nBgo>!  ;  \8  «  yiSij-BL  "jnbonoD  /b  I  moxIVT  o!  nioo  A 

.  oz  J  ■  A I  ".eiiJ  yMM 

-oil-  .  30*  I  ,79  3  i  a  3c.  :  -U.  \  1  •  oil  r>  «'-,n  --1 


131 


For  more  than  six  years  Catherine's  engagement  to  this  young  man  had 
been  extended.  Just  at  the  time  when  her  father  retired  and  could  re¬ 
lieve  her  of  duties  at  home,  when  Lafayette  and  her  younger  sister  were 
safely  married,  and  when  even  Sally,  growing  up,  had  the  advantage  of 
Mrs.  Buchanan's  care  at  school,  and  when  Leonidas  was  venturing  forth 
into  independence,  the  sudden  and  repeated  call  for  troops  intervened. 

No  longer  young  and  ardent  like  Margaret,  it  seemed  only  sensible  for 
Catherine  and  David  to  wait  a  while  longer.  ^  According  to  enlistments, 
there  would  be  only  one  more  year's  delay,  for  these  were  twelve-month 
troops . 

In  a  flurry  of  activity,  the  ladies  of  Ripley  began  the  out¬ 
fitting  of  the  members  of  the  local  volunteer  companies  --  Company  B, 
the  O'Connor  Rifles;  Company  D,  the  Joe  Matthews  Rifles;  Company  F,  the 
Magnolia  Rifles.  On  three  days'  notice  uniforms  had  to  be  made,  as  well 
as  blankets  and  quilts  and  even  tents.  In  that  short  time  the  Ripley 
women  made  all  the  tents  for  the  outfit.  Catherine  herself  made  three 
tents  in  three  days.  Apparently  undeterred  by  what  her  father  considered 
the  "wicked  rebellion,"  Catherine  gave  what  aid  and  comfort  she  could  to 
the  Southern  cause,  and  to  her  it  was  only  one  of  the  grim  realities  that 
David  Humphries  was  to  the  United  States  "the  enemy.  From  so  proper 

and  heretofore  amenable  a  source  as  his  "homekeeping  daughter,"  such 
enthusiasm  for  a  state  of  events  he  deplored  must  have  been  a  source  of 
regret  to  James,  but  in  all  his  papers  there  is  a  complete  absence  of 


■^Markell,  Diary,  I,  May  29,  1861. 
^ ^Ibid . ,  addenda,  8. 
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condemnation  of  any  person  and  only  admiration  for  Catherine. 

Leonidas  also  had  his  problems.  Still  a  minor  and  under  his 
father's  control,  he  watched  his  friends  prepare  for  departure.  One  of 
these  was  Walton  Rutledge,  son  of  Mrs.  Buchanan,  just  out  of  the  Ripley 
boys'  school  and  ready  for  the  university.  When  the  university  closed 
and  a  large  part  of  the  students  formed  their  own  military  companies, 
Walton  volunteered  and  joined  the  Magnolia  Rifles,  whose  captain  was 
W.  C.  Falkner,  husband  of  his  mother's  sister. 18  Lafayette's  brother- 
in-law,  Dr.  J.  Newton  Hunt,  went  into  the  O'Connor  Rifles,  and  far  away 
in  Texas  John  volunteered.  Richard,  in  Alabama,  enlisted  with  Colonel 
Forney  in  the  Tenth  Alabama  Regiment  in  which  he  was  made  captain. 

The  pressures  of  common  interest  and  common  blood  were  building  up  for 
the  two  brothers  still  in  Ripley  under  James'  guidance.^ 

In  East  Tennessee  John  Netherland,  who  had  campaigned  so  ar¬ 
dently  against  Isham  Harris  for  governor  and  lost  the  election  by  a  very 
slight  margin,  grew  strangely  reticent  after  Tennessee  seceded.  James 
W. ,  the  oldest  of  Rogan's  sons,  like  his  uncle  found  his  sympathies  with 
his  brothers  and  the  place  of  his  birth.  Political  philosophy  was  sub- 
jected  to  a  shifting  of  emphasis.  In  Tennessee  as  in  other  border 
areas,  the  secession  of  Virginia,  the  birthplace  of  many  who  pioneered  in 


^Conversation  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
January  11,  1961. 

-^Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  2;  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  42;  Deposition 
of  W.  T.  Stricklin,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  1871,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Rogan,  "Biography." 
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the  newer  states,  gave  a  tremendous  impetus  to  Southern  sympathy.  Yet 
in  all  East  Tennessee  only  a  few  counties  voted  to  secede  and  join  the 
Confederacy. 21-  Though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  James  W.  Rogan  became  a 
member  of  a  Confederate  unit  which  evidently  was  never  sent  to  duty. 22 
A  number  of  Daniel  Rogan' s  grandsons  entered  the  Confederate 
units.  Among  them  was  Amos'  son,  Amos,  who  failed  to  survive  the  first 
Battle  of  Manassas.  Leonidas  and  Lafayette  waited,  perhaps  to  please 
their  father. 23  James  Rogan' s  family  was  one  which  felt  strains  of 
conscience  as  well  as  those  of  conviction.  For  James  himself  there  was 
the  added  obligation  of  the  oath  of  loyalty  which  he  had  taken  in  Ash- 
ville  as  postmaster  almost  thirty  years  before. 2^  Gratitude  for  a  happy 
life  and  the  particular  incidents  of  which  his  life  had  been  composed 
arose  from  two  sources  --  his  faith  in  God  and  his  love  of  country.  Of 
the  approach  of  war,  he  wrote:  "_/  I_/  continued  my  farming  operations 
with  but  little  hindrance  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion,  that 
iniquitous  War,  called  the  Civil  War. "23 


2 1 

W.  G.  Brownlow,  Sketches  of  the  Rise ,  Progress ,  and  Peel ine 
of  Secession ,  with  a  Narrative  of  Personal  Adventures  Among  the  Rebels 
(Philadelphia,  1862),  221-222. 

22conversation  with  Prentiss  Price,  August  30,  1960;  Rogan, 

"My  Life,"  35. 

2  8 

^Lafayette  Rogan,  "A  Confederate  Prisoner  at  Rock  Island,  The 
Diary  of  Lafayette  Rogan,"  John  H.  Hauberg,  ed . ,  Journal  of  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Society,  XXXIV  (1941),  26-49,  passim. 

2^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  44. 

25Ibid. ,  35. 
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Company  B,  including  David  Humphries  and  the  Reverend  W.  A. 

Gray,  Presbyterian  minister  at  Ripley  for  twenty  years,  was  mustered 
into  the  Army  of  Mississippi  on  March  4,  1861.  It  assembled  at  Ripley 
on  April  30  for  ceremonies  during  which  Mrs.  C.  A.  Green  presented  to 
the  men  their  company  flag.  Then  the  men  marched  to  Saulsbury,  Tennessee 
and  boarded  the  train  for  Corinth. 26 

Company  D  was  mustered  into  the  state  army  on  March  9  from  the 
collection  point  at  Toomb's  Store  but  left  apparently  only  after  the  Beck 
Rifles  were  added  to  the  Joe  Matthews  Rifles  to  fill  the  complement . 2 7 

In  general,  however,  it  was  the  splendor  of  Captin  W.  C.  Falk- 
ner  at  the  head  of  the  Magnolia  Rifles,  mustered  into  state  service  on 
March  4,  after  collecting  at  Ripley,  at  which  place  Mrs.  W.  R.  Cole  pre¬ 
sented  the  company  with  a  flag  the  Ripley  ladies  had  devised,  that 
finally  swept  Ripley  into  fervid  war  fever.  The  Captain  at  the  head  of 
his  men  marched  off  to  Corinth,  where  on  May  1,  Falkner's  and  other 
northeast  Mississippi  companies  became  the  Second  Mississippi  Infantry 

O  Q 

Regiment,  Confederate  States  of  America.  °  In  the  election  of  officers 
on  May  3,  Falkner  was  chosen  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  and  Walton  Rutledge, 
Sergeant-Major  in  charge  of  the  muster  roll,  a  rank  and  position  he  was 
to  hold  until  the  end. 29  Qn  May  9,  the  Second  Mississippi  arrived  at 


26Rowland,  Official  and  Statistical  Register,  1908 ,  427. 
^ ^ Idem. 

28Ibid . ,  426,  428-429. 

29 


Ibid. ,  426;  Brown,  loc .  cit . ,  372. 


.A  . W  bn&iavi  3  t  ill  Uie  aaiiriqnu.f  tv:  /bQ  gaihy.Loax  <8  yn&qffioD 

» 

bs  j j«om  i'fiw  eisay  y  n&wJ  i  >1  y^IqiA  jb  19j  InJirr  flu&iiaiydasi?  «yBiQ 

'  ).”'j«  3i.xq  n$e.t  .A  .0  .ai  <r  nin/b  b  nor.-is  »  iol  0£  XliqA  no 

if  i!  r -J  i U£ 2  '.»•  .  •  .  c-.  •  r  :i  neriT  y  >,qin©o  *5  i Bfi 3  n:-n  odj 

*  •.fJifr.’rroD  '  o'i  ni^J  9if3  bsbiBod  bns 

A)  -otI  rloibt  n.-  y  ib  a  ua  sd3  o3n.  bsi938ym  eew  G  yrr^avoO 
>[d:i  -  :1.  *  j  n  v  !  ■  •  t  ^qqa  'It  J(  9103  c’  a’draooT  :1b  3iv'  5q  nol.losiloo 

. 

,v  .D  .W  ni.lq-.-D  lo  TobnsI  j  */  3  kbw  3i  ,7  vvsworf  ,1bi9/i£>s  nl 

V.  b«»ff  ad}  dB  19JJ 

-  tq  ) ;  oO  .%  .Vi  .  K  q  :'n .  iw  J»  «y:  Iq'fi  3b  gai  jos  oo  io.  g  rioiaii 

. 

3  >  bnsd  orfj  16  nUiq:  0  5>dl  .lavai  ibw  bivisi  o3nx  ysiqifl  Jqows  yllBrrii 
•  .riio  bnfi  8,,xsn?fl6rX  t[  ysM  no  jv  w  trliei  vo0  ol  13o  br»do  *  tt  nam  aid 

e  ,u)0.i  tio  lo  norjoal'3  sn3  rrl  .b:  ifymA  3o  S93B38  9  36-2  9bo3noD  ,  insmigaA 

,  -  •  >9i  3i  'f  noil fiW  bn«  in  :./ni  »)  sdj  lo  n*  ioD  n>aodo  uv  &'i  t.r  yfiM  no 

,  >;--£  C  '  [j  t  ■:!)■».  »'»f.  9  t  tO  9  JR*  fid  O  M-  '  H69;j  J  9  3 

j!  b^-h  fR  qciiai-  iM  bnoifcc.  sd3  A  ysM  nO  f  *.br3  5v  3  liJnu  bl  Off  03 


.  it  b.^I  ,  .  ,  :  ;*  m; •;  '  ^  ■■_  c  ■ . /-  X  t^ir.  :  :  iO  .  b<».-  o.^  -: 

fd£^ 

f  .1  i  'j  .)  J  tnv;:>*j8  ,  3.1..'-  ,  .tidl  " 


136 


Lynchburg  where  the  next  day  it  was  mustered  into  the  Confederate  army 
for  twelve  months.  The  next  stop  for  this  unit  was  Harpers  Ferry,  at 
which  point  it  arrived  on  May  21. 

On  May  23  the  Inspector-General  gave  a  pessimistic  report  of 

the  regiment  which  the  ladies  of  Ripley  and  Mississippi  had  worked  very 

diligently  to  clothe  and  otherwise  outfit.  In  his  summary,  he  wrote: 

The  two  regiments  from  Mississippi  have  with 
them  their  tents  and  camp  equipage  but  are 
not  satisfied  with  their  arms,  which  are 
chiefly  of  the  old  flint-lock  musket  changed 
into  percussion.  As  usual  with  troops  with 
this  description,  they  all  want  rifles. 

They  had  heard,  no  doubt,  how  Jefferson  Davis  had  demanded  rifles  for 

his  men  in  the  war  with  Mexico  and  succeeded  in  getting  them,  giving 

them  their  long-time  name,  Davis  rifles.  When  Reuben  Davis  organized 

the  Second  Mississippi  Regiment  for  that  war,  his  unit  also  obtained 

these  superior  weapons. 32  Mississippi  troops  expected  rifles.  In  the 

way  of  clothing,  the  Inspector-General  added:  "Almost  every  necessary 

is  wanting.  They  seem  to  have  come  away  from  home  without  making  proper 

preparation  in  this  respect. "33  However,  the  complaints  against  the 

regiment  were  minor,  and  proved  to  be  the  sole  instance  of  censure  against 

it . 


30Rowland,  Official  and  Statistical  Register,  1 908 ,  429; 
Muster  Rolls,  Company  B,  Second  Mississippi  Regiment,  Infantry,  C.S.A., 
in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

^Rowland ,  Official  and  Statistical  Register,  1908 ,  429. 

32Ibid.,  416. 

33 


Ibid. ,  430. 
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There  were  some  who  could  find  no  fault  with  the  troops  at 

Harpers  Ferry,  albeit  they  beheld  them  with  untrained  eyes.  In  nearby 

Frederick,  Maryland,  lived  James  Rogan' s  niece,  the  daughter  of  Rebecca 

and  George  Thomas,  who  was  the  wife  of  a  well-to-do  merchant,  Frederick 

Markell.  When  Southern  troops  arrived  at  Harpers  Ferry,  she  visited 

both  the  Mississippi  and  Alabama  camps,  looking  for  cousins,  especially 

seeking  her  cousin  Dick,  her  Uncle  James'  third  son.  Setting  out  with 

several  friends  and  her  husband  on  May  23,  for  Harpers  Ferry,  she  and 

the  party  were  overtaken  by  a  soldier  who  invited  them  to  visit  his  camp, 

which  proved  to  be  that  of  the  Second  Mississippi.  After  introductions, 

the  soldier,  Commissary  J.  E.  Rogers  of  Ripley,  on  discovering  Mrs. 

Markell' s  identity,  exclaimed, 

"Judge  Rogan... Oh!  he  lives  near  our  place. 

We  all  know  him.  He  is  one  of  our  first  men. 

No  one  in  the  state  stands  higher  than  Judge 
Rogan. ...  little  did  I  expect  to  meet  a  rela¬ 
tive  of  his  up  herel"  I  introduced  Fred  and 
we  walked  around  the  camp.  This  Reg't.  con¬ 
sists  of  young  men  of  the  highest  standing  and 
responsibility.  "There,"  said  he,  "is  a  man 
trying  to  slice  ham  who  is  worth  $50,000  and  is 
one  of  the  poorest  in  the  company. "34  He  called 
to  a  young  man  who  was  passing,  and  said,  "Let 
me  introduce  you  to  Judge  Rogan' s  niece." 

"Judge  Rogan' s  niece,"  said  Dr.  Hunt  in  astonish¬ 
ment"  (for  it  was  he).  "Why,  I  have  a  sister 
married  to  Lafayette  Rogan,  your  cousin,  so  we 
are  kinfolks,  not  very  near  it  is  true,  but  near 
enough  to  claim  a  thousand  miles  from  home." 

The  doctor  spoke  in  highest  terms  of  Uncle  James 
and  my  cousins  and  said  Cousin  Richard  was  among 
the  Alabama  troops,  but  I  could  not  find  him.  As 


34A  close  study  of  the  U.  S.  Census  of  1860  hardly  confirms  the 
veracity  of  this  statement.  Commissary  Rogers  was  evidently  enjoying  the 
occasion  when  he  played  guide  to  the  decidedly  sympathetic  Markells.  Micro¬ 
film  MSS,  1860  Census  Population  Schedules,  Mississippi,  Tippah  County, 

445  _et  seq . 
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a  fine  looking  elderly  man  approached,  he 
called  out,  "Here,  Parson  Gray,  is  a  niece  of 
your  old  friend  Judge  Rogan."  The  parson 
,  seized  my  hand  and  shook  it  cordially.  "Is 
it  possible?"  he  exclaimed,  looking  earnestly 
into  my  eyes,  "Little  did  I  dream  of  meeting 
a  relative  of  my  good  old  elder  and  dearest 
friend.  Judge  Rogan  is  my  nearest  neighbor 
and  truly  a  pious  and  estimable  Christian 
gentleman."  Parson  Gray  is  very  wealthy  and 
childless....  "Here,  Major,"  called  Lieut. 

Rogers  to  a  fine  looking  young  officer  who 
approached  and  was  introduced  as  Major  David 
Humphreys,  the  affianced  husband  of  Uncle's 
second  daughter,  my  cousin  Kate.  The  Major's 
parting  was  cordial.  "Your  cousin's  name  is 
Catherine  Crawford  for  her  grandma,"  said 
Parson  Gray. 35 

The  Markells  walked  through  the  camp  to  Falkner's  tent  where 
the  Colonel  ordered  the  "silver"  from  the  table  and  had  it  replaced  by 


china,  the  tin  having  been  regularly  used.  Having  lost  her  mother  when 
she  was  a  very  small  child,  even  these  remote  contacts  with  her  maternal 


relatives  impressed  Sue  Markell.  The  flattering  attention  of  the  South- 
erners  won  her  sympathy.  At  the  Alabama  camp  while  Sue  sought  for  her 
Cousin  Richard,  she  saw  the  beautiful  white  silk  flag  which  Mrs.  Todd, 
President  Lincoln's  sister-in-law,  had  presented  to  the  company. 

A  week  later,  accompanied  by  about  thirty  of  Frederick's  lead¬ 
ing  citizens,  Sue  Markell  returned  to  look  for  Richard  and  to  visit  the 
Ripley  companies.  She  wrote: 

Met  Colonel  Falkner.  He  wore  the  hat,  used 
during  the  Mexican  War,  with  two  bullet  holes 
in  the  brim.  He,  with  16  men,  bearing  private 


I 

| 


35Markell,  Diary,  I,  March  23,  1861. 
36Idem. 
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despatches  for  Jeff.  Davis  cut  their  way 
through  400  guerillas.  He  has  fought  four 
duels.  Has  had  three  fingers  shot  off,  a 
lance  wound  in  the  side,  a  pistol  ball  in 
his  leg,  and  a  fractured  arm. . . .  The  Fred¬ 
erick  ladies  presented  them  with  two  hand¬ 
somely  iced  cakes,  several  lbs.  of  fresh 
butter,  ginger  snaps,  and  light  bread... 
coffee,  sugar^  butter,  tongue,  ham,  potatoes^ 
and  chicken  _/and  two  bushels  of  s trawberr ie_s/ . 

Parson  Gray  walked  out  with  me  to  see  the 
dril 1 ...  given  partly  rn  our  honor.  A  negro 
boy  belonging  to  him  j/one  of  the  two  he  took 
with  him  to  Virginia/  danced  all  the  time 
while  beating  a  drum.  A  short  fat  fellow 
barefooted,  in  shirt  and  pants  keeping  time 
to  the  immense  drum  hung  by  a  strap  from  his 
neck,  he  was  a  funny  sight. 37 

Many  of  the  young  men  of  Frederick  marched  off  to  join  the  Con¬ 
federate  forces.  In  the  Markell  household  Fred's  sympathies  were  with 
the  Southern  Cause.  From  his  wife's  diary  it  appears  that  Fred  was  often 
an  information  bearer  and  courier.  Before  each  of  the  major  battles  he 
was  away  from  home,  often  searching  for  Sue's  cousin  Dick.  At  intervals 
during  the  war  he  was  detained  or  arrested,  once  for  a  period  of  six 
months.  The  Markells  maintained  their  contacts  with  the  Mississippi 
troops  after  the  first  meeting  at  Harpers  Ferry  as  long  as  Fred  was  free 
to  travel  and  Sue  was  able  to  write. 3® 

Like  all  the  diary-keeping  Rogans ,  Sue  Markell  also  wrote 
letters,  and,  after  the  incidents  at  Harpers  Ferry,  she  began  a  cor¬ 
respondence  with  her  "Cousin  Kate"  in  Ripley,  where  James  was  beginning 
to  find  operations  on  the  farm  more  difficult.  He  began  to  patronize  a 
town  blacksmith  for  repairs  and  parts  for  his  farming  equipment,  in  two 


^^JtMd.  ,  May  29,  1861. 
38 


Ibid . ,  July  13,  1861,  passim.  • 
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years'  time  running  up  a  bill  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighteen  dol¬ 
lars,  39  a  sum  which  he  paid  in  full. 

At  the  first  Battle  of  Bull  Run,  Colonel  Falkner  took  over  the 
command  of  the  fallen  General  B.  E.  Bee  and  with  the  Second  Mississippi 
and  some  Alabama  troops  held  out  until  relieved  by  General  J.  E.  Johnston. 
Falkner' s  ambition  rose.^  The  men  of  the  Second  Mississippi,  who  suffered 
greatly  in  this  first  real  test  of  strength,  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
their  Colonel  had  needlessly  endangered  them  in  order  to  enhance  himself 
in  the  eyes  of  his  superiors. ^  On  April  23,  1862,  Captain  John  M. 

Stone  replaced  Falkner  who,  with  some  of  his  followers  whose  enlistments 
had  terminated,  returned  to  Ripley.  Among  the  latter  was  Lieutenant 
Abbott  C.  Rucker.  Already  at  home  earlier  in  the  year,  Rucker  had  begun 
a  recruiting  campaign  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  Company  B, 
Thirty-Fourth  Mississippi  Regiment,  Infantry.  Among  those  who  enlisted 
were  Lafayette  and  Leonidas  Rogan.  This  company  became  a  part  of  the 
famed  Walthall  Brigade  which  ranged  far  and  wide  in  the  war  in  the  West.^ 


39"james  Rogan  --  due  to  S.  R.  Spight,"May,  1862,  Rogan  Papers. 

^°Brown,  loc.  cit . ,  373;  Bondurant,  loc.  cit . ,  117-118. 

^Conversation  with  Dr.  John  Murry  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  April  6, 
1931.  "Anticipating  that  he  might  fail  of  re-election,  Falkner  attempted 
to  forestall  possible  defeat  by  obtaining  an  appointment  as  brigadier 
general  and  made  a  trip  to  Mississippi  in  an  unsuccessful  pursuit  of  that 
objective."  Brown,  loc.  cit . ,  373. 

/  0 

James  Rogan  to  R.  P.  Lowe,  September  7,  1872,  Rogan  Papers; 
Rowland ,  Official  and  Statistical  Register ,  1 908 ,  431 ;  Service  Records 
of  Lafayette  and  Leonidas  Rogan,  National  Archives. 
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Also  in  the  same  company  was  George  Whitfield  Brooks,  Margaret's  hus¬ 
band.  ^3  By  this  time  Margaret  and  Lafayette  each  had  a  child. 

For  James  Rogan  the  year  1862  was  the  beginning  of  a  long  and 
tragic  era.  Leonidas  enlisted  on  the  day  that  Fort  Donelson  fell.  The 
war  was  coming  nearer.  Left  in  the  old  home  were  James,  Catherine, 
Margaret,  Margaret's  child,  and  Sally,  just  past  twelve.  At  the  Battle 
of  Shiloh,  George  Brooks  was  severely  wounded. ^  Soon  after  that  date 
troops  from  both  sides  began  to  pass  through  Ripley.  Rogan  and  Ripley 
were  soon  to  know  the  meaning  of  war.  On  June  30,  1862,  the  first  Union 
troops  entered  Ripley.  Henceforth  West  Tennessee  and  North  Mississippi 
were  overrun  by  Union  and  Confederate  armies  and  controlled  by  neither. 
The  raid  of  June  30  was  an  attempt  by  the  Federal  forces  to  capture 
Colonel  Falkner,  who  by  that  time  was  busily  engaged  in  recruiting  the 
unit  that  would  be  the  First  Mississippi  Partisan  Rangers.  The  search 
for  this  man  and  his  gadfly  outfit  was  the  indirect  cause  of  much  of 
James  Rogan' s  suffering. ^6  The  pursuit  of  Falkner  invariably  led  Fed¬ 
eral  troops  to  Rogan' s  farm.  On  July  1  a  Union  officer,  after  a  chase 
in  which  Falkner  escaped  again,  commandeered  a  wagon,  horses,  and  driver 
from  Rogan  to  haul  commissary  supplies  taken  from  the  Rogan  farm  from 
Ripley  to  Corinth.  Also,  an  officer  rode  off  on  a  fine  brood  mare  which 


^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  42-43;  Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  3,  5. 
^  Rogan,  "Biography." 

^Brown,  JLoc.  cit .  ,  372. 


^William  Richards  to  James  Rogan,  October  7,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Rogan  valued  at  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.^ 

On  the  same  day  that  Rogan  received  a  message  that  George 
Brooks  had  recovered  from  wounds  received  at  Shiloh,  Federal  troops  again 
camped  on  his  farm.^  Qn  July  28,  General  Philip  Sheridan,  commanding 
the  Union  outpost  at  Rienzi,  sent  Colonel  A.  L.  Lee  with  the  Seventh 
Kansas  Cavalry  and  Colonel  Edward  Hatch  with  the  Second  Iowa  to  break  up 
the  camp  of  Falkner's  Partisans.  Falkner  under  great  difficulty  had 
brought  his  unit  up  to  six  hundred  and  managed  to  muster  his  men  into 
Confederate  service  on  August  1,  1862.  The  two  Union  regiments  surrounded 
the  town  at  8  a.m.,  July  28.^9  The  Seventh  Kansas,  staying  in  town  to 
capture  Falkner  if  he  returned,  camped  at  the  farm  of  James  Rogan  long 
enough  to  trample  the  place  and  eat  what  was  available  from  garden, 
vineyard,  and  orchard.  When  the  troops  departed,  they  took,  not  the  fox 
Falkner,  but  James  Rogan' s  fine  sorrel  horse  worth  one  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars . 50 

From  that  date  whenever  Falkner's  Partisans  moved,  the  town  of 
Ripley  was  overrun  by  Union  elements  sent  to  surprise  him  on  return  or 
to  overtake  him  before  he  could  achieve  his  assigned  objective.  Rogan' s 
little  farm,  lying  at  the  crossroads  from  Corinth  to  Holly  Springs,  from 


^"The  United  States  government  --  due  to  James  Rogan,"  Claim 
No.  16,866  (claim  of  James  Rogan  for  damages  against  the  Federal  govern¬ 
ment),  July  28,  1862,  Rogan  Papers. 


48 


Idem;  Rogan,  "My  Life,"  41. 


^Brown,  _loc.  cit .  ,  375. 
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Rogan  Claim,"  July  29,  1862,  Rogan  Papers 
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the  Tennessee  line  to  Pontotoc  and  Grenada  afforded  an  excellent  site 
for  bivouac. 51 

The  eighth  of  October  proved  an  especially  damaging  day  for  the 
aging  James.  In  Kentucky,  General  Braxton  Bragg  was  preparing  for  an 
engagement  in  which  the  decisive  force  opposing  him  would  be  General 
Philip  Sheridan  and  his  cavalry.  Sheridan  had  lately  been  raised  to  the 
rank  of  general  officer  after  his  repulse  of  Falkner's  attack  on  his 
position  at  Rienzi,  Mississippi.  The  northeast  Mississippi  theatre  of 
operations  remained  under  the  direction  of  General  William  S.  Rosecrans, 
who  in  September  defeated  General  Sterling  Price  at  Iuka  and  on  October 
3-4  defeated  the  combined  forces  of  Price  and  General  Earl  Van  Dorn. 
Pursuing  the  Southern  generals,  Rosecrans*  forces  passed  through  Ripley 
again . 52 

A  graphic  picture  of  the  turmoil  in  Ripley  was  given  by  Mrs. 

Roxana  E.  Cole  of  Ripley  in  a  letter  to  a  cousin. 53  The  armies  of  Price 

and  Van  Dorn  formed  a  junction  at  Ripley  on  September  28,  making  a  force 

of  25,000  to  30,000  men  lying  encamped  about  the  town  for  two  days.  Mrs. 

Cole  reported  that  as  soon  as  the  troops  arrived,  they  began 

sweeping  everything  that  was  to  eat,  that 
could  be  bought  for  love  or  money;  cornfields 
and  cribs,  potato  patches  and  gardens,  meat 
houses  and  pantries  suffered....  (We  little 
thought  that  worse  was  in  store  for  us) . 


^Deposition  of  W.  T.  Stricklin,  Rogan  Papers. 

^Brown,  loc.  cit .  ,  378-379. 

53 

Charles  M.  Cole,  "Overwhelmed  in  War's  Red  Tide,"  The 
Progressive  Farmer,"  December  24,  1927,  8,  16. 
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They  commenced  fighting  at  Corinth  on  Fri¬ 
day...  and  on  Sunday... the  heavy  boom  of 
countless  cannon  reached  our  ears  and  ach¬ 
ing  hearts...,  Sunday  night  brought  the 
fearful  certainty  of  our  defeat,  when  we 
were  awakened  at  1  o'clock  by  the  heavy 
tread  of  cavalry  and  baggage  wagons  on 
their  retreat.  By  morning  the  town  was 
full  of  soldiers,  some  wounded,  all  famished, 
and  begging  for  something  to  eat,  if  but  a 
piece  of  bread,  and  alas,  all  flying  before 
the  pursuing  enemy. 

Both  in  advance  and  in  retreat  Van  Dorn  made  the  Cole  house  his 
headquarters.  In  retreat  the  army  left  public  buildings  and  private 
homes  full  of  the  dying  and  wounded  without  adequate  medical  provisions. 


Then  "the  ruffians  entered ...  evidently ...  to  pillage....  We  soon  found 


out  the  difference  between  a  tired  and  famished  friendly  army,  and  a 
tired,  famished,  infuriated  foe."^  The  swaggering  enemy  forced  Mrs. 
Cole  and  the  servant  to  cook  for  them  until  the  two  women  could  stand 
no  longer.  The  next  day  Mrs.  Cole  tried  to  help  the  wounded  and  naked. 
In  one  hospital  the  "two  rooms  were  crowded,  the  bare,  hard,  blood¬ 
stained  floor  was  so  nearly  covered  that  I  could  scarcely  pass  between 
their  miserable  pallets. "55 

Some  Rebels  lingered.  Others  died  and  were  buried  by  the 
captors,  unshrouded  and  uncoffined  in  one  grave.  After  the  worst  passed 
there  were  few  times  when  the  town  was  free  of  armies,  pillaging  and 
abusing  the  populace,  and  universal  dilapidation  settled  upon  everything 
that  met  the  eye. 56 
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5^Idem. 

55idem. 


-m  nc  diniyoO  3e  gniuris-H  baotfs-wnos  y^i'i' 

\o  mood  yveorf  siii  .  .  .ysbnuS  no  bf**>  •  •  •  Ktj b 
-•Jn8  bf  i  aifis  ’:jo  b&fl:j&9't  nonnao-  a«s:~  tavoj 

1  j"  .  Jf  ■  J  '  I'  X  ^  i  •  •  «  -  •  3*&-  ;  1 

tv  r  lw  ,  -t-alsb  JJO  !o  y3iiia37'>9  b/.  .n  n~ 
vv.*  >fi  sri*  yd  >!doId‘o  I  38  bsnadfcwa  'jv^w 
io  ynogi  •■;  gi.^giAcf  bna  yilavBO  lo  b  i  • 
idw  i  woi  firii  jj.iimoin  \B  .sbs-iJoi 
,b*r.ij  .»!  I1b  habn  ov  3  no  a  ^aiaibloe  lo  iiu: 
n  jud  t i  ,189  gnirinwoe  'ioi  gnla39C*  bnG 
sio'J  f  gjri'J*  Da  toaia  bna  ,bes~fd  io  ao^iq 

.ymans  gniueinq  a '3 

i/  ,  uo;'  DO  =>bam  rr  U  rr-V  aoTfJsn  fti  bn  a  aanavOa  n.  d3o» 


,.,  jr.Mr  bnn  agntblrod  oilduq  ilsf  yrrb  odd  o’ 

.  *no  .  o  j  CaDibii,!.  ajBUj.  abc  iuoritiw  bsbnuov  bnr.  grriyb  .  o  lo  i  U/i  i  >mor1 

:  i u o i  •  ooi  sW  _ agslllq  o3. .  .yUnabD/a. .  .bs-islns  unBillui  ad:  '  <i»o'T 

fB  tyn  ■!&  \  II3  r  b  d  lm  5  brs  bail 3  a  naswSad  sonair^ilb  srii  duo 

fc  n  l  U’OO  ov?  .ov.rj  oril  torn  inafij  *io3  >iooo  oD  3n.-’n  i  ad 3  bna  alcD 
.  fc.  [£.  j  br.;  abruow  ad 3  qiori  oJ  boi^'  s.’ :></  .  *'■*  '•  y:b  3X9  r  J,r 

.:)CK;[d  ,  bia/i  , 9-rrd  ori3  ^bsfcwoia  sisw  e.aooi  ov3"  arii  f63.tqaori  ano  fll 

n£  -  f  Bg,  .  yiSDT-  D  hi  L  jJ  i  31  bsiOVOO  yi?BSf1  08  8 f.W  TOO.  .  ban  63:. 

'  *<  j  :4  I  I  li (]  9[tfR-i“;.3  ‘-1.1  D-dJ 

L-.  :?£q  ia-rov-  od3  im-jia  .bvst?  ni  baniDooou  v  b^btioadai^  t2io3qao 


:,r  gni  jbI  ,aair ,-ra  '3c  sew  nvo3  &d3  nsriw  asm!  3  aisw  a^Pdl 

,nhi,.  ts/f5  too  .313.39  I  -  :  •  •;  nb  AQ-r*\lnu  bn  a  «*ob1l  joq  aril  ^niauds 

,  -.r’3  3-jrn  3sri3 


r- 

,  IT!  9  b  : 

“jbl'  • 


145 


On  his  edge  of  town  James  Rogan  did  not  have  to  wait  long  for 
his  share  of  the  war.  Part  of  the  Confederate  troops  pausing  on  his 
place  served  but  to  lead  the  old  familiar  Union  forces  to  his  meadows 
and  orchards.  James  wrote,  "They  took  over  my  house  and  my  parlor  for 
headquarters . "5 7  When  the  troops  left,  James  Rogan  and  his  family  were 
thousands  of  dollars  poorer  in  earthly  wealth  and  decidedly  richer  in 
their  knowledge  of  human  nature  than  they  had  been  before.  James'  ite¬ 
mized  estimate  of  the  losses  was  four  thousand,  six  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars,  "taken  by  an  officer  on  the  order  of  General  Rosecrans"  and  by 
unrestrained  troops.  A  small  selection  from  his  list  of  losses  on  that 
day  follows: 

Oct.  7  &  8 

4  mules,  1  horse,  harness,  and 


wagon  and  every  other  equip- 


ment  all  in  good  order 

1200.00 

200  lbs.  salt 

10.00 

7 

pork  hogs  @  15q 

157.00 

•  * 

, .wagon  and  saddle 

50.00 

2 

doz.  fine  Ivory  handled 

knives  &  _/silver/  forks  (new) 

40.00 

6 

large  silver  spoons  and  14  tea 

spoons 

50.00 

1 

gold  pencil 

5.00 

4 

cloth  dress  coats 

40.00 

The  list  is  long:  gold  earrings,  silver,  sleeve  buttons,  over¬ 
coats,  hose,  cravats,  sheets,  satin  vests,  razors,  infants'  clothes, 
family  Bibles,  linen,  beads,  towels.  There  was  nothing  --  needles  and 
pins,  sheets,  honey  in  hive  and  comb,  canned  fruit,  fodder  --  that  the 
thorough  army  of  Rosecrans  overlooked.  In  addition,  the  orchard  and 
garden  crops,  hay,  corn,  and  barnyard  animals  were  taken  in  amounts 


57"Rogan  Claim,"  October  7-8,  1862,  Rogan  Papers. 
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impossible  to  estimate  and  had  to  be  written  off  for  purposes  of  claims. 

But  the  worst  blow  was  yet  in  store  for  the  Rogans.  A  few 
days  later  a  messenger  filtered  through  enemy  lines  to  Ripley,  bringing 
telegrams  received  at  Okolona,  Mississippi.  A  telegram  to  Rogan  read 
"Leonidas  was  killed  today  at  Perryville."  The  message  also  conveyed 
the  news  that  George  Brooks  was  wounded,  perhaps  not  dangerously,  and 
was  a  prisoner  of  war.^9 

Still  Rogan  was  not  free  of  Rosecrans  and  Union  depredations. 

A  few  days  later  elements  of  the  general's  army  were  again  in  Ripley. 

As  a  Union  sympathizer  explained  the  occasion  to  a  federal  investigator, 
in  later  years, 

I  knew  once  that  part  of  General  Rosecranz' 
army  from  Rienzi  was  in  Ripley,  that  they 
got  word  the  Rebels  were  coming  to  cut  them 
off  by  coming  in  between  them  and  Rienzi; 
and  they  started  off  and  took  several  teams 
and  wagons ...  leaving  word  for  the  others  to 
come  to  Rienzi  and  get  them.  Among  the  other 
teams  taken  was  mine,  Gossett's,  Boyd's,  and 
Rogan' s  team.  These  men  then  went  on  to 
Rienzi  to  get  their  teams  before  I  did,  but 
they  would  not  take  the  oath...  and  the  U.S. 
soldie_rs  sent  them  on_to  Corinth  an.d  kept 
them  /in  the  ^compound/  some  days  / to  try  to 
persuade  them/  to  take  the  oath  before  they 
could  get  their  teams  back.  I  went  there  to 
Rienzi... and  had  no  trouble ...  the  Q.M.  of  the 
46th  Ill.  turned  it  over  to  me  and  even  had  it 
glossed  up  and  guarded  out  of  the  U.S.  lines. 

I_was  never  better  treated  in  my  life.  If 
/Rogan/  had  not  been  /stubborn/  he  would  not 
have  been  treated  like  he  was.^O 


5 Lafayette  Rogan  to  James  Rogan,  October  8,  1862,  Rogan 

Papers . 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Maddox,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 
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As  Rogan  explained  the  situation,  "I  took  the  oath  of  loyalty  to  the 
United  States  twenty- five  years  ago  when  I  became  postmaster  and  I  have 

l :  1 

never  violated  it."Ui 

Plunder  became  common  on  the  Rogan  farm  and  within  the  household. 
Rogan  went  into  town  only  when  necessity  demanded  it.  He  was  afraid  to 
leave  his  three  daughters  alone  because  some  of  the  Negroes  had  become 
restive.  Also,  the  danger  from  bummers,  bushwhackers,  and  scouting 
parties  had  multiplied.  Everyone,  however,  tried  to  get  to  town  for  the 
special  editions  of  the  paper,  which  after  a  major  engagement  carried 
lists  of  casualties . ^  After  a  raid  the  streets  were  filled  with  indig¬ 
nant  citizens  --  old  men,  disabled  men,  and  four  or  five  loudmouthed 
Unionists  bent  on  increasing  their  unpopularity.  J 

The  situation  in  Virginia,  where  the  Second  and  Eleventh  Mis¬ 
sissippi  regiments  formed  the  advance  of  Stonewall  Jackson's  army,  was 
fluid  and  bloody.  From  the  Seven  Days'Battle  to  Cold  Harbor,  the  Ripley 
companies  were  in  the  thick  of  the  fighting.  After  Second  Bull  Run, 

Colonel  Work  of  the  first  Texas  Regiment  told  of  the  Second  Mississippi, 
Colonel  Stone  commanding,  advancing  "'with  a  yell,'  which  was  taken  up 
by  the  other  regiment s ...  and  continued  until  the  woods  resounded . 

In  the  Maryland  campaign  in  1862  Hood's  Texans  and  the  Missis- 


r  -| 

D1J ames  Rogan  to  R.  P.  Lowe,  September  7,  1872  ,  Rogan  Papers. 
^Ripley  Advertiser,  July  31,  1861. 

^Deposition  0f  Thomas  Maddox,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  January  7, 
1873,  Rogan  Papers.  Mr.  Maddox  told  of  his  glee  after  Yankee  victories. 

^^Rowland,  Official  and  Statistical  Register,  1908 ,  431-432. 
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sippians  joined  in  a  bayonet  charge  that  secured  Boonsboro  Gap,  and 
after  three  days  without  food,  except  for  green  corn  and  one  half  ration 
of  beef  per  day,  arose  again  to  repulse  attacks.  General  Hood  said  that 
the  hardest  fighting  to  that  date  took  place  in  front  of  the  Dunkard 
Church,  which  the  Second  Mississippi  held,  and  Colonel  R.  R.  Dawes  of 
the  Sixth  Wisconsin  wrote  to  Colonel  Stone  in  1876,  when  the  former 
commander  of  the  Second  became  the  governor  of  Mississippi  after  the 
breakdown  of  Reconstruction,  "We  fought  the  Second  Mississippi  in  the 
corn  field  in  front  of  the  Dunker  Church  at  Antietem.  They  drove  us  and 
we  barely  saved  by  hand  a  battery  of  six. . .Howitzers 

To  read  the  official  reports  of  the  Second  Mississippi  in  the 
Maryland  campaign  is  to  take  a  lesson  in  gallantry.  Stone  was  seriously 
wounded.  Catherine  Rogan's  "affianced  husband,"  David  Humphries  --  by 
then  Lieutenant-Colonel  --  and  all  other  field  officers  were  likewise 
wounded . ^6 

The  Second  Mississippi  saw  other  action  in  this  campaign  which 
would  have  lent  variety  to  the  pages  of  the  official  records.  James 
Rogan's  niece,  Sue  Markell,  recorded  in  early  September  that  there  were 
rumors  of  approaching  Confederate  troops,  that  the  Federals  were  "burn¬ 
ing  their  stores  and  skedaddling."  From  the  roof  of  their  house,  on 
the  Captain's  walk,  the  Markells  watched  the  sick  and  the  wounded  of 
the  Union  army  straggling  toward  Pennsylvania.  "Was  greatly  excited," 
Sue  recorded.  On  September  6  two  Confederate  cavalrymen  dashed  into 
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town,  the  first  Greycoats  the  town  had  seen.  Captain  Kyd  Douglass  and 
David  Humphries  called  during  the  evening  and  Sue  inquired  about  Richard 
Rogan.  On  the  eighth  General  Barksdale  of  Mississippi  and  his  staff 
dined  with  the  Markells.  So  many  soldiers  carne  into  town  and  tied  their 
horses  to  the  Markells'  fence  that  the  cavalry  animals  were  soon  hitched 
three  deep  all  around  the  block  that  the  Markell  yard  occupied.  Think¬ 
ing  the  place  a  hotel  from  its  size,  more  than  three  hundred  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  soldiers  came  in,  ordering  meals,  which  Mrs.  Markell  and  many 
of  the  young  girls  in  the  town  served  to  them.  From  innumerable  visitors 
she  asked  about  her  cousin.  While  she  served  tea  privately  to  Generals 
McLaws  and  Kershaw  and  their  staffs,  Richard  Rogan  came  in  to  inquire 
about  her,  unaware  until  then  that  he  was  in  her  home.  On  the  ninth, 

Sue  and  friends  visited  the  Southern  camp,  where  she  met  Generals  Lee 
and  Jackson,  Pryor  and  Stewart,  but  her  efforts  to  meet  Richard  Rogan 
proved  fruitless.  David  Humphries,  however,  with  Mr.  Gray  called  upon 
her  and  informed  her  that  Richard  had  also  been  in  while  she  was  at  the 
camp.  Dr.  Hunt  and  David  tried  to  find  him  and  bring  him  back.  Mrs. 
Markell,  on  the  evening  of  the  twelfth,  entertained  "Jeb  Stuart,  Fitz 
Lee,  Wade  Hampton  and  all  their  aides."  Although  Stuart  had  warning  of 
approaching  Union  forces,  he  stayed  so  late  while  granting  a  parole  to  a 
captured  Yankee  that  the  approaching  Union  army  overtook  him,  and  a 
battle  began  on  Patrick  Street,  Frederick.  During  the  subsequent  ex¬ 
change  of  fire  a  part  of  the  Markell  porch  was  shot  away. 6? 
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Markell,  Diary,  I,  September  5-12,  1862. 
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It  was  several  days  later,  before  the  Dunkard  Church,  that 
Humphries  was  wounded,  though  not  badly  enough  to  be  left  behind  when 
the  army  moved  back  into  Virginia.  In  an  Evangeline- 1 ike  search,  Sue 
Markell  went  slowly  through  all  the  emergency  hospitals  where  Confederates 

lay,  fearfully  hunting,  as  she  said,  "for  Uncle's  son  and  my  cousin." 

68 

Then  she  wrote  to  her  cousin  Catherine  concerning  recent  events. 

In  one  way  or  another  Rogan  heard  from  his  sons,  but  at  home 
his  worries  multiplied  for  the  safety  and  health  of  his  daughters.  After 
General  Van  Dorn's  raid  on  and  destruction  of  General  Grant's  supply 
depot  at  Holly  Springs,  the  Federal  troops  again  rode  into  Ripley  pursu¬ 
ing  the  Confederate  general.  On  the  orders  of  a  lieutenant  a  company 
seized  food  and  forage,  sadly  depleted  already, from  Rogan. It  was 
Christmas  and  all  the  meagre  gifts  vanished  with  the  army.  Every  yard 
of  cloth,  every  infant's  garment,  all  warm  clothes,  all  food  in  house 
and  smokehouse  and  cellar  was  ruthlessly  taken  away.  In  proportion 
Grant  had  lost  no  more  from  Confederate  action  than  did  Rogan  five  days 
after  the  Van  Dorn  raid.  On  the  same  day  Margaret  received  a  message  from 
her  husband's  relatives  in  Attalaville  telling  her  they  had  brought 
George  home  after  the  battle  of  Perryville  (where  he  had  been  wounded). 

On  December  21,  he  had  died  of  his  wounds.  Two  days  earlier  Margaret's 
son  had  been  born.  On  the  day  after  Christmas  James  heard  that  his  son 
John  had  died  of  wounds  on  December  20  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  It  was 


68Ibid . ,  September  16-31,  1862. 

8^"Rogan  Claim,"  December  25,  1862,  Rogan  Papers. 
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a  memorable  Christmas  for  the  Rogan  family. 

The  memory  of  the  privations  at  home  were  still  fresh  when  James 
wrote,  "During  this  time  _/1862- 1 86_5 /  by  using  a  little  deception  and 
strategy  enough  was  made  and  gathered  up,  sometimes  of  the  leavings  of 
army  camps,  to  be  saved  from  suffering  much."^ 

The  raids  continued,  Colonel  Prince's  taking  place  on  March  23, 
1863.  At  the  same  time  James  received  a  final  statement  of  Leonidas' 
account  with  the  Confederate  army  --  a  "Statement  of  Pay  Due  Deceased 
Soldier."  Although  no  accumulated  pay  accompanied  the  notice,  at  least 
Leonidas  had  incurred  no  debts  for  his  father  to  pay.^  Among  Leonidas' 
few  possessions  which  Lafayette  returned  to  his  father  was  the  silver 
and  ivory  handled  dirk  which  Leonidas  had  taken  in  battle  and  which 
Lafayette  had  in  turn  taken  from  his  chest.  The  scabbard,  which  had  been 
wrenched  from  its  belt  ring,  lay  beside  his  body  when  Lafayette  visited 
the  scene.  From  the  blade  the  blood  had  never  been  removed.  Rogan  was 
content  to  leave  it  as  it  was.^ 

Colonel  Grierson  on  his  raid  south  stopped  at  the  Rogan  farm. 
When  he  left,  he  had  with  him  horses  and  provisions  and  corn;  and  on 
April  30,  when  Colonel  Edward  Hatch,  remembering  evidently  his  previous 


^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  42-43. 

71Ibid . ,  36. 

^"Statement  of  Pay  Due  Deceased  Soldier,"  Dalton,  Georgia, 
March  17,  1862,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Conversation  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
December  23,  1862,  in  whose  possession  is  the  weapon. 
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success,  set  up  headquarters  again  in  Rogan's  parlor,  besides  the  food 
for  his  men  and  animals,  the  quilts,  the  clothing,  the  trinkets,  he  took 
all  the  corn  in  the  barns  and  cribs  and  a  fine  sorrel  brood  mare,  a  black 
stallion,  a  bay  horse,  and  a  yellow  horse.  The  meat  in  the  storehouses 
vanished.  Lafayette's  fine  cellars  were  again  emptied.^ 

When  the  Fourth  of  July  came,  even  though  few  in  Ripley  had 
planned  to  celebrate  the  occasion,  there  was  gloomy  news  of  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg  and  the  defeat  at  Gettysburg.  In  Frederick,  Sue  Markell  hope¬ 
lessly  sought  Richard  Rogan  as  the  troops  passed  going  north,  but  de¬ 
spaired  when  she  could  not  find  him  or  any  of  the  Ripley  friends. ^  By 
July  3,  only  "sixty  muskets"  of  the  Second  Mississippi,  which  as  an 
advance  unit  had  early  contacted  the  Federal  troops,  remained  to  be  added 
to  Heth's  division  for  the  final  bloody  charge.  Of  these  sixty  all  but 
one  were  killed,  wounded,  or  captured.0  Walton  Rutledge  was  one  Ripley 
soldier  who  survived  the  battle  unharmed.  As  Sue  Markell  heard  in  a 
letter  from  her  Cousin  Kate,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Humphries  was  mortally 
wounded  in  this  engagement.^ 

While  Rogan's  family  gave  and  received  sympathy,  Mrs.  Buchanan 
prayed  almost  apologetically  for  the  safety  of  her  son,  Leonidas'  friend. 
While  there  were  so  many  deaths  and  so  much  suffering,  it  seemed  selfish 


^"Rogan  Claim,"  April  30,  1863,  Rogan  Papers. 

^Markell , Diary ,  I,  July  2,  1863. 

^Rowland,  Official  and  Statistical  Register ,  1908 ,  434. 


77ldem;  Markell,  Diary,  I,  August  1,  1863. 
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to  her  to  ask  especially  for  her  own  son's  safekeeping;  so  she  simply, 
"like  Hannah,  committed  her  son  to  God's  care."^  On  May  19,  1862,  Mrs. 
Buchanan's  husband  had  died  as  a  result  of  an  aggravation  of  an  illness 
during  a  raid.  In  December,  her  Ripley  Academy  was  burned  by  raiders. ^ 
Thereafter,  Sally  Rogan  had  to  study  when  she  could  with  Catherine  and 
with  Margaret. 

During  one  of  the  raids  in  1862,  Mrs.  Buchanan  had  heard  that 
the  Reverend  John  Miller,  Presbyterian  minister  of  Pontotoc,  had  been 
killed  and  left  on  Stricklin's  hill  near  Rogan' s  farm,  where  the  Federal 
troops  were  encamped.  Because  no  man  would  dare  leave  his  family  while 
the  town  was  overrun,  Mrs.  Buchanan  with  the  help  of  only  her  eleven 
year  old  son,  Lewis,  and  an  aged  Negro  borrowed  a  wagon  and  a  mule  and 
drove  to  the  hill  where,  from  among  the  living  enemy,  she  gathered  up 
the  body  of  her  boyhood  friend,  placed  it  in  the  wagon,  and  drove  the 
thirty-eight  miles  to  return  the  minister  to  his  home,  traveling  the 
entire  distance  through  skirmishing  areas  and  in  enemy-occupied  terri¬ 
tory  .  so 

In  the  Christmas  season  of  1863,  Rogan  received  word  that 
Lafayette,  still  with  the  Walthall  Brigade,  after  taking  part  in  the 
skirmishing  on  Lookout  Mountain,  had  been  captured  and  after  a  time 
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Conversation  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
December  23,  1960. 

^Ripley  Southern  Sentinel,  May  21,  1921. 

^Conversation  with  W.  H.  Anderson,  Ripley,  Mississippi, 
September  8,  1960;  Ripley  Southern  Sentinel,  April  15,  1928. 
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81 

imprisoned  at  Rock  Island  Prison  in  Illinois.  With  John  and  Leonidas, 
George  Brooks  and  David  Humphries  gone,  and  with  Lafayette  a  prisoner, 
James  Rogan  opened  his  home  to  John’s  wife  and  Charles,  his  son. 82 

Thereafter  the  little  boy  joined  in  the  appraisal  of  his  grand¬ 
father  and  of  the  Union  troop  whose  heartless  pillage  continued  during 
raid  after  raid,  including  visits  from  General  Sturgis  ddring  his  raid 
south  on  June  8,  1864,  and  again  during  his  retreat  after  his  defeat  at 
Brice's  Crossroads.  As  in  all  the  unwelcome  incursions  from  Union  mili¬ 
tary  units,  there  were  soldiers  as  well  as  officers  who  demanded  meals 

9 

prepared  in  the  Rogan  kitchen.  One  such  soldier  under  Grierson's  command 
made  hourly  visits  to  the  kitchen  to  demand  a  glass  of  cool  buttermilk 
from  the  springhouse.  "Aunt  Nancy,"  who  looked  with  contempt  upon  these 
intruders  whose  promises  of  liberation  were  predicated  upon  robbery, 
sack,  and  abuse  of  her  master  and  his  family,  was  forced  to  listen  to 
his  jokes  and  jibes.  Continuously  he  told  her  how  in  the  coming  battle 
he  himself  was  going  to  capture  General  Nathan  Bedford  Forrest  and  bring 
him  back  to  her.  Then  for  days  the  soldier  intended  to  live  well  while 
she  baked,  boiled,  and  fried  the  cavalry  commander  for  his  meals.  This 
was  the  greatest  battle  of  Forrest's  career,  during  which,  with  half 
Sturgis'  number  of  men,  he  won  every  contested  point.  Events  sent  "Aunt 
Nancy's"  old  opponent  back  to  her  in  a  sadly  spent  and  shabby  condition. 
When  he  applied  again  for  buttermilk,  she  inquired  where  Forrest  was, 


SlRogan,  "My  Life,"  45;  Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  2. 
^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  44. 
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because  she  had  the  fire  and  pot  ready.  "Well,”  he  sighed,  "there  was 
a  Forrest  behind  every  tree."  "I  told  you,"  Aunt  Nancy  answered,  with 
justifiable  superiority,  "that  you  Yankee  trash  can't  beat  us  Southern 
quality. "83  in  more  ways  than  one  the  army  was  finding  it  difficult  to 
liberate  those  in  bondage. 

The  Sturgis  raid  came  at  a  particularly  sorrowful  time  for 
James  Rogan.  Information  was  conveyed  to  him  that  his  son  Dick,  who  had 
been  wounded  at  Spotsylvania,  had  died  a  few  days  later  on  May  20.  Rogan 
had  just  received  the  letter  with  this  message  from  a  Richmond  family, 
in  whose  home  Richard  died,  when  the  raid  began. ^ 

In  East  Tennessee  John  Netherland  had  remained  largely  silent 
after  secession.  In  the  Knoxville-Greenville  Convention,  he  spoke  once.^ 
In  the  campaign  of  1864  he  supported  General  McClellan  for  the  presidency 
and  from  that  date  gave  his  support  to  the  Democratic  cause.  An  old  Whig 
and  a  Unionist,  he  gave  his  sympathy  to  his  people.  Of  his  nephews  in 
the  conflict,  most  had  already  died  in  the  Southern  army.  Only  James 
Wood  of  his  sister  Sarah's  sons  remained  alive  and  at  liberty.  He  wanted 
no  part  of  the  Lincoln- Johnson- Brownlow  machine  in  Tennessee.00 


^Conversation  with  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Markell,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
November  12,  1954;  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Shannon,  New  Al¬ 
bany,  Mississippi,  December  26,  1951.  All  were  granddaughters  of  James 
Rogan  and  remembered  "Aunt  Nancy,"  who  told  them  the  story. 

^Rogan,  "Biography;"  "My  Life,"  42. 

85xemple,  _o£.  cit . ,  165. 

86 

Idem ;  James  W.  Fertig,  The  Secession  and  Reconst ruct ion  of 
Tennessee  (Chicago,  1898),  29. 
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With  the  war  being  removed  from  her  vicinity,  Sue  Markell 
kept  up  her  long  guest  for  a  chance  to  serve  her  uncle.  Fred,  her  husband, 
his  usefulness  impaired  by  frequent  arrests,  returned  to  the  routine  of  a 

O  *7 

business  at  which  he  became  more  dissatisfied  daily.  Interest  increased, 
however,  when  on  December  19,  1863,  a  letter  came  from  Lafayette  in  Rock 
Island  Prison. 88  The  following  day  Mrs.  Markell  approached  a  Mrs.  Pettits 
who  had  a  son,  "a  good  man,"  living  at  Rock  Island  and  asked  her  to  "in¬ 
quire  if  he  would  receive  a  package  for  Cousin  Lafayette  and  distribute 
the  contents. "89  she  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Pettits  and  to  Lafayette. 98  On 
receiving  a  favorable  reply,  she  sent  Lafayette  fifty  dollars  through 
Mr.  Pettits  and  the  first  of  a  series  of  boxes  directed  to  her  cousin 
and  his  friends.  9-*-  In  return,  Lafayette  made  jewelry  --  rings,  pins, 
earrings,  and  crosses  --  of  shells  and  bits  of  metal  he  found  about  the 
compound. 92  These  Mrs.  Markell  sold  for  his  benefit.  When  she  heard 


S^Markell,  Diary,  I,  October  29,  1859,  passim.  When  the  Union 
army  was  approaching,  after  it  had  reached  the  vicinity  of  Frederick  City, 
Fred  Markell  disappeared,  only  to  appear  in  the  Confederate  camp.  Once 
in  crossing  the  Potomac  his  passage  was  covered  by  the  Confederates  who 
returned  the  fire  of  Union  soldiers  who  tried  to  intercept  him.  On 
another  occasion  he  set  up  decoys  who  were  mistakenly  taken  into  custody. 
For  Sue  Markell  the  war  appears  to  have  been  a  matter  of  personalities. 

In  addition  for  Fred,  it  was  the  matter  of  a  cause. 


88Ibid . , 

December 

89lbid. , 

December 

90lbid . , 

December 

91Ibid. , 

December 

92Ibid. , 

June  27, 

19,  1863  _et  seq . 

20,  1863. 

21,  1863. 

23,  1863. 

1864. 
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from  Catherine  Rogan  of  Richard  Rogan' s  death,  she  wept.* * * * * 9^  On  July  7-8, 

1864,  Confederates  shelled  the  town,  but  none  of  her  Mississippi  friends 
,  94 

returned . 

Conditions  in  the  Rock  Island  prison  were  bad  and  grew  worse 

as  more  captured  Confederates  were  brought  in.  Lafayette  Rogan  shared 

all  the  hardships  of  his  friends  until  the  administrators  of  the  prison 

ordered  him  to  work  in  the  director's  offices  in  an  effort  to  expedite 

9  5 

the  handling  of  unfamiliar  matters  involving  Confederate  procedure. 

Although  his  conscience  hurt  him  because  he  was  warm  and  had  more  food 
* 

than  other  men,  Lafayette  tried  to  do  his  work  well  so  that  he  could  earn 

Q4 

a  parole  or  exchange.  °  On  January  1  he  had  his  first  letter  from  his 
Cousin  Sue,  stating  that  the  Express  Company  refused  to  carry  packages 
for  prisoners,  but,  on  January  8,  Mr.  Pettits  called  and  delivered  the 
first  box.  Lafayette  had,  among  other  things,  clean  shirts  and  socks. 
"What  a  relief  to  feel  clean  and  imagine  one  has  no  1 /  i_/c/  e_/  on 
him,"  he  wrote. 9^ 

In  the  bitter  cold  the  men  suffered  from  lack  of  blankets,  the 
Federal  guards  taking  even  those  that  they  had.  Without  enough  bunks, 


9-^Ibid .  ,  February  3,  1864. 

94Ibid.,  July  8-9,  1864.  In  this  contest  between  Early  and  Wal¬ 

lace,  it  was  "Brad"  Johnson,  local  Confederate  officer,  who  shelled  the 

town.  He  was  Fred  Markell's  closest  friend.  Markell,  Diary,  I,  July  10,  1864. 

99Rogan,  "Rock  Island  Diary,"  loc.  cit .  ,  32. 

9^Idem,  et  seq . 

97 


Ibid.,  32. 
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the  men  slept  in  relay,  bunks  full,  "sardine  fashion,  head  and  tails." 

Food  was  poor  and  insufficient.  There  were  many  deaths  from  pneumonia 
98 

and  smallpox. 

On  February  24  Lafayette  wrote: 

Today  has  been  devoid  of  interest  Home, 
home  sweet  home  --  Country  and  Country's 
cause  with  the  loved  ones  from  whom  I  am 
separated,  have  filled  my  thoughts  to  day. 

When  shall  I  see  dear  wife  and  boy  and  be¬ 
hold  my  country  free  and  independent  &  at 
peace?99 

An  unexpected  visitor  called  on  Lafayette  on  April  16,  1864. 

Judge  Lowe  of  Iowa,  a  Republican  whom  Lafayette  called  "a  firm  friend  of 
my  father,"  told  an  incredulous  Lafayette  that  the  South  would  be  defeated. 
Judge  Lowe  promised  to  work  for  his  exchange . 1^0 

Many  sorrows,  hardships,  deaths,  and  much  boredom  marked  Lafay¬ 
ette's  days.  He  worked  at  his  jewelry  making  and  prayed  daily  for  exchange 
or  parole  and  for  the  Confederate  cause.  He  had  faith  that  all  his  pray¬ 
ers  would  be  answered.  September  30,  1864,  he  called  the  saddest  day  of 
his  life  --  fifteen  Confederate  prisoners  went  over  to  the  Federals,  de¬ 
serting  family,  country,  and  home  for  a  few  ounces  of  meat.'*"^  His  thoughts 
were  constantly  with  his  young  wife  and  baby.  Seldom  did  a  letter  get 
through.  But  when  he  might  have  had  freedom  by  taking  the  oath,  he  scorned 


98Ibid . , 

29. 

99ibid. , 

36 . 

100Ibid . , 

39. 

101 Ibid.,  47. 
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the  chance.  Prayer  and  meditation  were  his  greatest  solace.  The  editor 
of  his  diary  says  of  him  that  he  was  truly  a  devout  man  and  that  his 
religion  sustained  him  through  the  long  horror  of  prison  life  that  did 
not  end  until  two  months  after  the  end  of  the  war.  ^2 

The  raids  in  Mississippi  continued  almost  to  the  end,  and  when 
Lee  surrendered  at  Appomattox,  a  part  of  the  Second  Mississippi  Regiment 
surrendered  with  him.  Others  were  captured  with  Colonel  Stone  at  Salis¬ 
bury,  North  Carolina, 103  where  Stone  made  his  last  fight.  At  this  point, 
after  the  surrenders  but  before  the  paroles,  many  from  all  units  simply 
vanished  into  the  night.  Of  all  those  so  near  to  him,  only  two  of  this 
outfit  returned  to  James  Rogan  and  their  families  --  "Parson”  Gray  and 
Walton  Rutledge,  who  had  been  with  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  from 
Harpers  Ferry  to  Appomattox  without  an  illness  and  without  a  wound. 1^4 


102lbid. ,  48. 

lO^Rowland }  Official  and  Statistical  Register,  1908 ,  436. 

I 

1 ^Conversation  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
December  23,  1960. 
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CHAPTER  IX 


AFTERMATH 

Hostilities  ended,  but  for  James  Rogan  much  of  the  misery  and 

woe  continued,  diminished  it  is  true,  but  never  entirely  abated.  However, 

it  was  not  his  nature  to  be  morbid,  and  he  tried  to  adjust  himself  to  the 

changes  that  had  so  abruptly  altered  his  life.  He  was  simply  summing  up 

the  past  for  the  sake  of  his  children  when  he  wrote: 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  the  slaves  all  being 
set  at  liberty,  everything  being  in  a  demoralized 
condition,  it  was  rather  a  difficult  matter  to 
know  how,  or  determine  on  a  plan  to  farm  or  any¬ 
thing  else,  to  make  a  living  in  this  new  state  of 
affairs.  A  few  of  those  former  helps  continued  on 
the  premises  to  work  on  the  shares.! 

When  Lafayette  came  home  and  made  a  new  start,  he  endeavored  to 
relieve  his  father  of  certain  responsibilities,  but  like  other  young  men 
who  returned  to  Ripley,  he  found  that  all  he  had  left  to  depend  on  was  his 
own  character.  The  business  district,  the  public  buildings,  many  private 
homes  had  been  burned  or  defaced.  There  had  been  few  funds,  little  labor, 

O 

and  only  inferior  materials  for  making  repairs  in  the  town.  Dirt  and 
dinginess  additionally  marred  the  once  proud  village,  for  soap  was  scarce 
and  dear.  The  churches  still  gave  evidence  of  their  frequent  use  as 
hospitals  or  stables.  The  roads  were  rutted,  bridges  destroyed,  streets 


iRogan,  "My  Life,"  36. 

^-Captain  J.  E.  Rogers  to  his  wife,  Oxford,  Mississippi,  July, 
1863,  in  the  possession  of  the  author.  Captain  Rogers  was  with  the  Con¬ 
federate  Army;  his  wife  was  in  Ripley. 
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pitted  with  holes.  Ripley  was  ugly.^ 

For  Lafayette  there  was  still  a  business  to  which  he  could  re¬ 
turn.  People  in  Ripley  needed  everything  and  demands,  simple  in  nature, 
had  to  be  met.  He  was  fortunate  in  that  his  partner  was  a  substantial  man 
who  survived  the  war  days  and  the  darkest  days  immediately  following. 
Lafayette's  thoughts,  however,  were  not  concerned  solely  with  economic 
rehabilitation.  His  reunion  with  his  family  had  been  the  happiest  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  his  life  to  that  point.  Daniel,  his  son  whom  he  had  not 
seen  since  his  infancy,  was  six  years  old.^  On  February  5,  of  the  year 

0 

after  his  return,  a  daughter  was  born  to  Lafayette  and  Ellen  Jane.  This 
child  Lafayette  named  Sue  Markell  for  the  benefactress  who  had  alleviated 
a  measure  of  his  sufferings  during  his  bitter  years  of  imprisonment . 

Again  the  problem  of  providing  schooling  for  his  children  faced 
another  Rogan.  With  other  citizens  Lafayette  began  a  campaign  to  raise 
funds  to  facilitate  what  was  to  be  an  astonishing  undertaking  for  so  small 
and  impoverished  a  community.  In  this  endeavor  Lafayette  furnished  zeal, 
imagination,  and  what  means  he  had  available.  When  the  boys'  school  was 
finally  a  reality,  it  was  given  his  name.  Because  Ripley  replaced  its 
school  for  boys  before  neighboring  towns  had  been  able  to  do  likewise, 
boys  from  a  large  area  of  northeast  Mississippi  were  sent  there  to  study. 

^Mrs.  Catherine  Susannah  Thomas  Markell,  Photograph  Album, 

Frame  74,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  1869,  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

^Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  6. 

^Idem;  Markell,  Diary,  I,  Janury  19,  1869. 

^Conversation  with  Mrs.  John  Walker,  Ripley,  Mississippi, 

April  6,  1931.  Mrs.  Walker  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  J.  E.  Rogers; 

Owen,  jd£.  cit .  ,  IV,  1459. 
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Teachers  were  brought  from  points  throughout  the  South.  It  was  years 
later  before  a  coeducational  public  school  replaced  it.^ 

But  Ripley  had  not  only  the  boys'  school  to  replace.  The  girls' 
school  which  had  enjoyed  such  a  splendid  reputation  in  former  days  had 
been  among  the  first  of  the  town's  buildings  to  be  burned  during  the  raids 
on  Ripley.  Memories  of  its  service  lingered  with  local  citizens,  who  soon 
initiated  plans  for  a  larger  building  and  an  expanded  program.  It  was 
Colonel  Falkner  who  gave  the  impetus  to  this  project  which,  when  completed, 
he  named  Stonewall  for  one  whom  he  had  admired.  To  Stonewall  College  to 
serve  as  headmistress,  he  and  others  of  the  town  called  back  Mrs.  Buchanan. 
In  addition  to  her  functions  in  the  old  Academy,  which  had  been  numerous 
and  fruitful,  her  courage  and  devotion  to  her  friends  during  the  war 
when  her  every  possession,  her  husband,  and  her  means  of  livelihood  had 
been  lost,  had  given  her  prestige  that  made  her  unique  in  Ripley's  history. 

Mrs.  Buchanan's  private  affairs  might  not  have  been  in  such  a 
depressed  condition  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  mysterious  circumstance 
which  involved  her  at  about  the  time  that  the  Vicksburg  campaign  came  to 
an  end.  When  her  brother,  Pat  Vance,  whom  she  had  brought  up,  had  gone 
to  California  during  the  Gold  Rush,  he  had  promised  his  sister  that  he 
would  come  back  when  he  was  rich  and  provide  for  her.  However,  Mrs. 
Buchanan  married  a  second  time  and  became  successful  in  her  profession, 
making  Pat's  return  unnecessary. 


^Mrs.  Sue  Rogan  Markell  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  to  the  author, 
September  9,  1953. 

^Conversat ion  with  W.  H.  Anderson  of  Ripley,  Mississippi, 
September  8,  1959.  This  attitude  still  prevails  in  Ripley  today  although 
most  of  the  population  never  knew  Mrs.  Buchanan. 
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As  soon,  however,  as  the  war  reached  Ripley,  the  younger 
brother  began  to  make  preparations  to  fulfill  his  pledge.  He  converted 
his  holdings  into  gold  and  wrote  his  sisters,  Mrs.  George  Brame  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Mrs.  William  C.  Falkner  of  Ripley,  and  Mrs.  Buchanan,  that  he  was 
returning  by  way  of  Vicksburg  while  that  port  was  still  open.  For  the 
purpose  of  transporting  his  gold  he  had  had  constructed  a  trunk  with  a 
false  bottom.  Each  sister  was  to  play  her  part  in  facilitating  his 
journey  and  his  return,  for  most  of  Mississippi  above  Vicksburg  at  this 
time  was  overrun  by  troops.  Fighting  and  skirmishing  were  heavy.  Colonel 
Falkner  was  to  secure  the  proper  papers  for  obtaining  transportation 
across  the  river  and  through  Confederate  lines.  Mrs.  Brame 's  home  would 
be  Pat's  stopping  place  while  arrangements  were  completed.  Mrs.  Buchanan 
was  to  find  lodgings  for  him  in  Ripley. ^ 

Pat  Vance  saw  his  sister  in  Vicksburg  at  the  time  of  the  beginning 
of  the  siege,  but  he  left  her  home  with  Colonel  Falkner,  just  at  what  point 
is  not  clear.  When  Falkner  returned  to  Ripley,  he  had  Pat  Vance's  empty 
trunk,  his  watch,  and  a  few  personal  effects.  Falkner  reported  that  Pat 
had  died  suddenly  and  mysteriously  and  that  his  possessions  had  vanished. 
Mrs.  Buchanan,  instead  of  expected  succor,  received  a  heavy  blow. 10  With 
the  disasters  of  Vicksburg  and  Gettysburg  and  the  subsequent  tragic  emo¬ 
tions  which  pervaded  the  town,  Mrs.  Buchanan's  individual  losses  were 
accorded  only  a  minor  consideration,  for  unlike  many  other  young  men  of 

^Conversations  with  Mrs.  J.  B.  Shannon  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New 
Albany,  Mississippi,  June,  1951.  Mrs.  Owen  and  Mrs.  Shannon,  granddaughters 
of  Mrs.  Buchanan  and  nieces  of  Mrs.  Brame  in  whose  possession  at  West  Point, 
Mississippi,  were  the  papers,  had  access  to  this  information. 

^Conversation  with  Mrs.  John  Walker,  April  6,  1931.  Mrs.  Walker 
often  saw  the  strange  trunk  in  the  Falkner  household. 
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the  area  her  son  had  survived  Heth's  charge  at  Gettysburg. 

The  ending  of  hostilities  permitted  the  regular,  though  in¬ 
efficient,  restoration  of  commerce.  In  ante  helium  days  the  nearest 
railroad  point  had  been  Saulsbury,  Tennessee,  at  which  place  the  old 
road  to  the  north  formed  an  intersection  with  the  Memphis  and  Charles¬ 
ton  Railroad.  As  soon  as  Mrs.  Buchanan's  son,  Walton  Rutledge,  returned 
to  his  home  he  acquired  a  hack,  a  number  of  wagons,  horses,  and  drivers 
and  reopened  regular  transportation  of  both  freight  and  passengers  to 
that  point. ^ 

Meanwhile,  Sarah  Rogan,  whose  years  and  experiences  had  brought 
maturity,  began  an  association  with  Walton  which,  in  1867,  after  his 
finances  had  become  sufficient  to  pay  off  his  debts  and  buy  a  lot  in 
Ripley,  culminated  in  their  marriage . ^  Sarah  then  left  the  house  of 
her  father  for  a  home  of  her  own. 

On  the  farm  Catherine  and  Margaret  with  the  latter's  son  and 
John's  son  Charles  composed  the  remnants  of  James'  former  large  family. 
The  house,  stripped  of  much  of  its  furnishings,  was  still  rather  bare. 
James  again  began  to  construct  furniture  to  replace  what  had  been  lost. 

In  addition,  he  made  a  set  of  dining  room  chairs  with  ladder  backs  and 
cane  seats  for  his  daughter  Sarah. 13 


author. 


11Wal  ton  G.  Rutledge,  Account  Book  1, 


in  the  possession  of  the 


■^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  37;  Deed  Book  X,  Tippah  County,  Mississippi, 

316. 

1  3 

x“’Conver  sat  ions  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
extending  over  a  period  of  years.  One  of  these  chairs  is  in  the  author's 
possession. 
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In  the  same  period,  the  Reverend  W.  A.  Gray,  having  lost  his 
wife  soon  after  his  return  from  Virginia,  began  to  spend  increasing 
amounts  of  time  with  his  close  neighbor  and  friend,  James  Rogan.  The 
intimacy  of  these  two  men  was  heightened  still  further  when  on  July  8, 
1868,  Mr.  Gray  and  Catherine  were  married. ^ 

With  only  Margaret  and  the  two  small  children  left  under  his 
care  and  with  his  own  financial  condition  to  be  considered,  James  took 
two  boys  from  the  Booneville-Iuka  vicinity  into  his  household.  They  had 
board  and  room  from  him  while  they  attended  the  Ripley  school.  J  Al¬ 
though  servants  were  scarce  during  these  years,  James  had  a  cook  by  the 
name  of  Hannah  Boyd,  the  former  slave  of  one  of  his  neighbors. ^  MAunt 
Nancy,"  whose  husband  had  remained  on  the  Rogan  farm,  devoted  her  ener¬ 
gies  to  her  own  affairs,  although  she  continued  to  render  special  ser¬ 
vices  for  her  former  master.  For  years  while  it  was  easy  for  the  freedmen 
to  get  assistance  from  the  authorities,  this  kindhearted  woman  shared  her 
benefits  with  the  impoverished  Rogans . ^ 

Victorian  customs  prevailed  in  the  Rogan  family.  Decorum  was 
always  of  paramount  importance.  Having  a  mild  disposition  himself,  James 


l^James  Rogan  to  Joseph  A.  Waddell,  September  5,  1877,  Rogan 

Papers . 

15Markell,  Diary,  II,  March  10,  1869. 

1 ^Idem. 

1 ^Conversation  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
December  23,  1960.  Twelve  years  after  this  period,  Mrs.  Owen  remembers 
the  family's  walking  down  the  path  to  the  house  of  this  woman,  who  had 
prepared  tea  and  a  birthday  cake  for  some  member  of  the  family,  probably 
for  James  Rogan. 
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set  an  example  of  kindness  and  gentle  manners  before  his  children. 

But,  in  the  naming  of  the  grandchildren,  the  fine  old  names  of  the  past 
were  often  corrupted  into  the  ugly  versions  of  the  current  day.  Even  his 
own  daughters  were  known  almost  exclusively  by  their  diminutives  --  Mag, 
Cattie,  and  Sally  --  although  James  continued  to  call  them  by  their  true 
names.  With  the  boys,  the  reverse  practice  prevailed.  Only  Leonidas 
and  Richard  continued  to  be  spoken  of  by  the  familiar  names  of  their 
childhood.  The  daughters  and  daughters- in- law  did  not  speak  to  or  about 
their  husbands  in  any  but  the  most  formal  of  terms.  Lafayette,  in  his 
telegram  reporting  the  wounding  of  his  brother-in-law,  a  man  younger  than 
he,  referred  to  him  as  Mr.  Brooks.  Except  for  Walton  Rutledge,  James 
referred  to  his  sons- in- law  in  the  same  manner.  The  common  sorrows  of 
the  war  period  and  the  poverty  that  followed  did  not  diminish  the  courtesy 
of  this  family. 18 

At  some  time  during  the  fall  following  Catherine's  marriage  to 
Mr.  Gray,  James  received  a  message  from  his  niece,  Sue  Markell  of  Fred¬ 
erick,  stating  that  she  and  her  two  small  sons,  Charles  and  William,  had 
plans  for  visiting  relatives  in  the  South  during  the  following  winter 
and  spring  when  the  Markell  home  and  business  would  be  finally  disposed 
of.  Her  husband,  whose  devotion  to  the  Southern  cause  had  evidently  not 
been  entirely  in  harmony  with  the  political  beliefs  of  other  members  of 
the  Markell  and  Thomas  families,  on  being  offered  an  opportunity  to  make 
an  appreciable  profit  on  his  city  property,  decided  to  rid  himself  of  it 
and  retire.  To  assuage  his  wife's  disappointment  at  the  sale  of  her  home, 


18 

Rogan,  "My  Life,"  3,  passim. 
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Fred  had  arranged  the  visit  in  the  South. 

Hardly  any  message  to  James  Rogan  could  have  brought  him  more 
pleasure  than  this  one.  Between  Lafayette  and  Walton  preparations  were 
made  for  meeting  Mrs.  Markell  at  Saulsbury.  When  she  arrived  there  on 
January  29,  1869,  Walton  met  her  with  the  hack,  evidently  a  converted 
buckboard  wagon.  In  this  novel  vehicle  she  made  the  last  portion  of  her 
trip  to  visit  her  uncle. ^0 

On  the  passage  through  the  town  of  Ripley,  the  travelers  stopped 

for  a  few  minutes  to  meet  Sue's  cousin  Sarah  and  the  latter's  year  old 

son,  Vance.  There  Sue  was  met  also  by  a  tall  young  man  whom  she  recognized 

instantly  as  Lafayette.  The  enlarged  party  then  proceeded  to  James'  home 

for  a  meeting  which  Sue  recorded  in  detail: 

Uncle  James  met  us  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  Em¬ 
bracing  me,  he  exclaimed,  "At  lastl  At  last'." 

Met  Cousin  Mag  and  little  George.  Uncle  sat  with 
his  arm  about  me  till  teatime.  We  sat  till  late 
....Then  we  engaged  in  family  worship,  when  Uncle 
offered  up  a  most  beautiful  prayer  for  our  safe 
arrival . 2 1 

From  that  time  her  visit,  which  lasted  almost  five  months,  was 
a  succession  of  calls,  visits,  teas,  weddings,  and  excursions.  The 
Falkners,  the  Hunts,  the  Grays  --  most  of  those  who  had  been  in  Frederick 
or  had  had  relatives  in  Frederick  during  war  years  --  entertained  her 
and  her  host.  Sue's  greatest  surprise  was  to  discover  the  difficulty 
with  which  Ripley  people  moved  about  the  countryside.  Few  of  the  many 


l^Markell,  Diary,  II,  flyleaf. 

^OjLbid.  ,  II,  January  30,  1869. 

21 


Idem. 
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fine  horses  and  carriages  of  former  days  had  been  replaced.  Despite  mis¬ 
givings,  Sue  frequently  rode  Lafayette's  horse,  an  ex-cavalry  animal 
named  Charger.  Her  Uncle  James  Had  been  reduced  to  an  "ox- char iot , " 
though  Mag  had  a  fine-blooded,  rather  unmanageable  mare.  For  her  pleasure 
her  uncle  had  a  handsome  piano  brought  from  a  neighbor's  home,  his  own 
having  been  among  the  casualties  of  the  war  years.  Her  boys  became  the 
temporary  wards  of  the  young  boarders,  spending  week  ends  in  their  homes 
and  learning  nature  lore  from  them.  Her  attachment  for  her  uncle's 
family  increased,  but  the  general  poverty  of  the  whole  community  de¬ 
pressed  her.  After  several  postponements,  Mrs.  Markell  and  her  sons 
reluctantly  departed  from  Ripley. 

In  a  continuation  of  her  visit  to  the  homes  of  relatives,  Sue 
saw  four  other  uncles,  all  middle-aged  or  older.  She  visited  Daniel 
who  was  living  in  the  old  homestead,  where  she  occupied  her  mother's 
bridal  chamber.  Already  Daniel  was  in  constant  pain  from  paralysis. 25 
Littleton,  Sue  recorded,  was  cordial  and  generous  and  still  youthful, 2^ 
and  Perry,  who  was  often  away  from  home,  insisted  that  his  niece  remain 
with  him  for  several  months.  At  his  home  she  saw  Lilburn  whom  she  de¬ 
scribed  as  "a  fat,  jolly  man  weighing  more  than  two  hundred  pounds, 
with  shaggy  brows  and  keen  eyes,  at  once  reserved,  intelligent,  and 
witty."25 


22Ibid . ,  II,  January  29-June  19,  1869. 
25Ibid . ,  II,  June  25,  1869. 

2^Idem. 

25Ibid . ,  II,  July  8,  1869. 
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Before  Sue  Rogan  left  the  South  another  marriage  took  place  in 
Ripley,  when  Margaret  Brooks  in  1870  became  the  wife  of  T.  T.  Rice,  son 
of  Nathaniel  Rice,  a  highly  respected  lawyer  who  was  influential  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  politics. 26 

In  Ripley  Lafayette's  children  increased  rapidly  in  number  be¬ 
cause  of  the  incidence  of  twins.  His  oldest  son  was  in  school.  His 
sister  Sarah,  not  so  fortunate,  lost  her  first  four  children,  including 
Vance,  her  only  son.^  Young  Charles,  who  still  resided  with  his  grand¬ 
father  on  week  ends,  lived  in  town  with  Lafayette  to  be  nearer  the  school 
during  the  week.  As  time  passed,  the  Rogan  and  Rutledge  children  came 
under  the  influence  of  Mrs.  Buchanan,  an  experience  which  most  of  them 
cherished. 28  At  Stonewall  College  the  Rogan  granddaughters  heard  Colonel 
Falkner  open  the  school's  exercises  with  a  reading  from  the  Scriptures. 
His  erect  figure  and  piercing  eye,  even  his  mutilated  fingers  which  he 
kept  tucked  into  the  opening  of  his  coat,^9  sometimes  frightened  the 
small  girls. 


^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  41. 

27ibid. ,  43 . 

O  O 

^Conversation  with  Mrs.  Sue  Rogan  Markell  of  Birmingham,  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1953.  Mrs.  Markell  was  the  daughter  of  Lafayette  Rogan.  She 

married  Charles  F.  Markell,  son  of  Mrs.  Markell  of  Frederick. 

/ 

29 

Conversations  with  Mrs.  Ada  Williamson  Rogers,  New  Albany, 
Mississippi,  June  6-10,  1933.  Colonel  Falkner  during  the  war  had  several 
times,  when  the  Federal  troops  were  making  intensive  searches  for  his  per¬ 
son,  evacuated  his  family  to  the  Williamson  home  at  Pooleville,  southwest 
of  New  Albany.  The  association  of  these  families  remained  close,  and 
Mrs.  Williamson,  when  a  student  at  Stonewall,  knew  too  much  of  Falkner 's 
very  real  affection  for  children  to  be  afraid  of  his  piercing  eye. 
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As  James  Rogan's  grandchildren  grew  in  numbers  and  years,  he 
found  himself  alone.  At  his  advanced  age  and  with  conditions  still  far 
from  normal,  James  began  to  wish  himself  free  from  the  responsibility  of 
his  land.  He  had  been  in  Ripley  almost  twenty- five  years,  for  much  of 
that  time  confined  to  the  immediate  vicinity.  Even  before  the  war  he 
had  had  thoughts  of  moving  which  he  had  confided  to  his  friend  Governor 

on 

R.  P.  Lowe  of  Iowa.  u  Of  all  his  children  none  was  in  a  position  to 

come  to  his  rescue  but  his  youngest  daughter.  He  called  upon  Sally  and 

Walton  and  handed  them  a  paper.  It  was  an  agreement  to  turn  over  his 

farm  to  them  for  their  use  and  management  in  exchange  for  his  room  and 

board  and  a  share  of  the  farm  income.  Sarah  and  Walton  moved  back  to 

the  homestead  to  take  charge  of  the  premises  and  the  farm.  "Thus," 

31 

wrote  Rogan,  "I  became  free  of  all  worldly  cares." 

The  move  proved  a  very  fortunate  one  for  the  Rutledges.  In 
the  year  1872  the  most  important  event  in  the  history  of  Ripley  occurred. 
A  railroad  was  built  to  the  town,  bringing  an  end  to  Rutledge's  freight¬ 
ing  line.  For  some  years  previously.  William  Falkner,  Richard  Thurmond, 
and  others  in  Ripley,  spurred  on  by  the  bonus  of  four  thousand  dollars 
per  mile  offered  by  the  state  of  Mississippi  for  railroad  construction, 
had  combined  their  talents  and  funds  in  an  organization  called  the  Ripley 
Railroad  Company,  in  an  effort  to  build  a  railroad  from  Ripley  to  Middle- 
ton,  Tennessee,  more  than  twenty  miles  to  the  north.  Both  Falkner  and 
Thurmond  were  among  those  fortunate  few  in  Ripley  whose  economic  status 


30r.  p.  Lowe  to  James  Rogan,  June  3,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 
3lRogan,  "Biography." 
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had  been  greatly  enhanced  during  the  war  or  in  the  years  immediately 
following.  Falkner  himself  displayed  much  genius  in  dealing  with  Re¬ 
construction  officials  and  with  various  railroad  magnates  in  places  as 
distant  as  Memphis  and  New  York. 32  Local  residents  were  invited  to 
invest  in  the  railroad,  with  Colonel  Falkner  making  a  public  pledge  that 

O  O 

investors  would  never  be  allowed  to  lose  by  their  acts  of  faith.  J  James 
Rogan  gave  Colonel  Falkner  one  thousand  dollars  to  be  funded  in  four  per¬ 
cent  bonds. 34  Although  the  northern  end  of  the  railroad  lime  had  been 
built  by  contractors  who  used  convict  labor,  Walton  Rutledge  had  built 
his  contracted  distance  of  five  miles,  as  well  as  three  miles  which 
another  builder  had  been  unable  to  complete,  with  free  local  labor.  He 
had  tried  to  finance  the  construction  himself. 35 

When  a  delay  occurred  and  expected  outside  financial  backing 
for  the  road  failed  to  materialize,  the  company  could  not  meet  its  obli¬ 
gations  to  the  contractors.  The  men  who  made  up  Walton  Rutledge's  labor 
force,  all  of  whom  were  his  friends  and  close  acquaintances,  were  in  dire 
need  of  their  money,  most  of  them  having  taken  this  type  of  employment 
for  that  reason.  As  Rutledge  felt  a  moral  obligation  to  them,  he  borrowed 


32Ripley  Advertiser ,  April  3,  1886;  Biographical  and  Historical 
Memoirs  of  Mississippi ,  I,  714. 

33w.  C.  Falkner  to  the  Tupelo  (Mississippi)  J ournal ,  reprinted 
in  the  Ripley  Advertiser ,  May  22,  1886;  Bondurant,  loc.  cit . ,  121. 

34will  iam  C.  Falkner  --  "received  of  James  Rogan,"  October  4, 
1870,  Rogan  Papers. 

35Conversation  with  Mr.  Thomas  Cox,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  April  6, 
1931.  Mr.  Cox  was  also  an  important  investor  in  the  railroad  company  and 
assumed  the  obligation  of  building  the  remaining  two  miles  of  the  uncom¬ 
pleted  contract. 
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from  his  uncle,  William  Falkner,  the  sum  of  twenty- two  hundred  dollars, 
giving  as  security  a  deed  to  his  house  in  town,  the  whole  of  block  forty, 
all  his  wagons,  horses,  gear,  and  his  crops  in  the  field  --  in  fact,  al¬ 
most  everything  he  owned,  the  deed  to  be  implemented  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 36  When  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  the  company  still  had  not 

O  "I 

arranged  its  financing,  Rutledge  surrendered  the  collateral.  Although 
the  recorded  deeds  are  marked  "paid  in  full,  January  7,  1871,"  there  is 
no  record  of  the  return  of  the  property.  Soon  afterwards  Rutledge  was 
forced  to  make  a  similar  loan. 38  xn  return  for  his  contract  with  the 
Ripley  Railroad  Company  Walton  Rutledge  had  taken  the  unsecured  personal 
notes  of  his  uncle. 39 

Rutledge,  caught  between  the  behemoths  who  began  to  vie  for 
control  of  the  railroad,  lost  his  chance  for  recovery.  However,  because 


36oeed  Book  X,  Tippah  County,  Mississ  ippi,  316. 

3?Deed  Book  Y,  Tippah  County,  Mississippi,  417. 

38Mr.  Thomas  Cox  to  the  author,  November  17,  1931. 

39Although  Falkner  is  given  all  credit  for  the  inspiration  and 
initiation  of  the  railroad  project,  he  made  a  contract  with  Ripley  Rail¬ 
road  Company  on  June  3,  1872  by  which  he  paid  into  it  five  hundred  dollars 
to  be  used  in  construction.  In  return  for  this  sum  the  company  issued  him 
two  tickets,  good  for  fifty  years,  and  gave  him  permission  to  carry  one 
hundred  pounds  of  luggage,  the  sum  being  paid  at  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  stockholders  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary,  Richard  J.  Thurmond. 

Deed  Book  1,  Tippah  County,  Mississippi,  797.  The  struggle  which  developed 
between  Falkner  and  Thurmond,  ending  in  the  death  of  the  former  by  the 
hand  of  the  latter,  almost  overshadowed  the  recent  war  and  the  then 
current  Reconstruction.  Ripley  Advertiser,  September  7,  1889.  The  Rut¬ 
ledges,  related  by  marriage  to  both  families,  were  placed  in  an  especially 
unenviable  position  and  later  left  Ripley,  as  did  the  Falkner  and  Thur¬ 
mond  families.  In  effect,  the  event  was  the  end  of  the  old  Ripley  James 
Rogan  had  known  and  loved.  Soon  no  Rogan  remained  in  the  town. 
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he  had  accepted  Falkner's  notes,  he  believed  that  his  few  thousands  were 
well-secured  and  would  be  redeemed.  When  the  agreement  had  been  made  to 
put  the  railroad  into  operation,  Thurmond,  realizing  that  Rutledge's 
freight  line  would  be  almost  put  out  of  business,  had,  with  the  agreement 
of  the  board,  engaged  Rutledge  as  one  of  the  conductors . ^0  After  the 
first  gala  excursion  of  the  train  over  the  new  line,  Rutledge  made  one 
trip.  Following  the  ceremonies,  Dick  Thurmond  came  to  the  young  man  and 
urged  him  never  to  make  another  run  with  the  train,  putting  forth  the  ex¬ 
planation  that  as  Rutledge  still  held  the  Falkner  notes  which  he  had  re¬ 
covered  after  futilely  presenting  them  for  payment  when  the  bonus  had 
been  at  last  received,  Rutledge's  life  was  in  danger.  It  took  extended 
argument  to  convince  Rutledge  that  he  should  give  up  his  new  position, 
but  he  reluctantly  agreed  to  abide  by  Thurmond's  advice1^  when,  about  the 
same  time,  he  received  from  Colonel  Falkner  a  threatening  letter  concern¬ 
ing  Vance  family  stone  quarries  in  Alabama,  a  matter  in  which  Rutledge 
represented  his  mother  and  his  aunt  Mrs.  Brame,  and  in  which  Falkner 
represented  the  claims  of  his  wife. 42 

Rutledge  was  never  able  to  collect  the  amount  due  him,  but  when 
Falkner  himself  paid  for  an  engine  which  he  named  Old  Forty,  a  jest  arose 
in  the  Rogan  family  which  attributed  this  favorite  of  all  Falkner's  en¬ 
gines  to  Walton  Rutledge,  for  the  town  block  he  had  lost. 43 

^Conversations  with  Mr.  Thomas  C0x  and  Dr.  Jefferson  D.  Burns, 
Ripley,  Mississippi,  April  6,  1931. 

^Conversation  with  Mr.  Thomas  Cox,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  April  6 

1931. 

^W.  c.  Falkner  to  W.  G.  Rutledge,  August  30,  1872,  Rogan  Papers 

^Conversation  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
December  23,  1960. 
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While  Rogan's  children  and  grandchildren  became  involved  in 
their  numerous  concerns,  and  Ripley's  local  triumphs  and  tragedies  de¬ 
veloped  --  a  microcosm  of  much  of  the  South  during  the  period  --  James 
Rogan  decided  to  present  a  claim  against  the  United  States  government. 
Because  he  had  opposed  secession  and  ardently  hoped  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union,  James  took  the  oath  of  amnesty  at  the  first  opportunity.^ 
In  this  act  he  had  distinguished  company,  even  among  former  Ripley  citi¬ 
zens  such  as  Orlando  Davis,  who  as  a  member  of  the  Secession  Convention, 
had  aided  in  taking  Mississippi  out  of  the  Union. ^  Davis  had  soon  been 
appointed  to  the  bench  by  James  L.  Alcorn,  an  opportunistic  politician 
who  learned  how  to  live  under  Reconstruction.  James  Rogan  had  no 
political  aspirations,  sought  no  office,  and  had  no  idea  at  the  time  he 
took  the  oath  that  a  Claims  Commission  would  be  created.  He  had  been 
entirely  ready  to  become  again  a  citizen  of  the  country  that  had  offered 
opportunity  to  an  Irish  immigrant  and  his  sons.  When  the  Commissioners 
of  Claims  were  appointed,  Rogan  believed  that  the  United  States  would  be 
anxious  to  recompense  loyal  citizens  who  had  sustained  losses  by  action 
of  agents  of  the  government.  In  renewing  his  correspondence  with  the 
former  governor  and  Chief  Justice  of  Iowa  in  1864  and  1865,  Rogan  stated 
his  position  with  regard  to  his  loyal  sentiments.  Although  the  letters 
are  lost,  subsequent  correspondence  reveals  their  contents. ^ 


^James  Rogan  to  R.  P.  Lowe,  September  7,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 
^Deposition  0f  E.  F.  Jordan,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  January  3,  1873. 
^6r.  p.  Lowe  to  James  Rogan,  December  4,  1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Perhaps  no  indignity  of  Reconstruction  was  more  degrading  to 
the  American  Republic  than  that  which  the  Southern  Claims  Commission 
perpetrated  upon  the  Southern  people  who  had  remained  loyal  to  the  idea 
of  the  Union  in  the  midst  of  the  most  galling  of  sacrifices.  The  act  un¬ 
leashed  a  flock  of  vultures  --  special  agents,  lawyers,  lobbyists,  and 
deposition  givers  --  whose  presence  held  out  just  enough  hope  to  keep 
intended  victims  alive  until  utter  destruction  could  be  wrought.  James 
Rogan  for  more  than  half  a  decade  expended  both  his  energies  and  his 
financial  resources  for  their  benefit. 

When  the  Union  raids  began  during  the  war,  Rogan  began  to  keep 
records,  painstakingly  and  in  minute  detail.  He  recorded  the  objects 
taken,  by  whose  orders  they  were  seized,  the  date  on  which  the  incident 
occurred.  When  his  house  was  pillaged,  he  made  a  list  of  missing 
objects.  When  the  fruit  was  taken  from  the  trees,  the  eggs  from  the 
next,  the  turkeys  from  the  meadows,  and  he  did  not  know  the  agent,  he 
merely  noted  what  was  missing.  For  these  he  entered  no  claim.  But  when 
a  wheel  was  taken  from  his  carriage  to  replace  a  damaged  one  on  an  army 
vehicle,  when  his  harness  and  bridles  were  seized  and  his  needles  and 
pins  were  pilfered  by  an  officer  or  by  a  soldier  as  a  result  of  an  of¬ 
ficer's  command,  he  listed  them.^  Not  only  did  he  itemize  his  own  losses 
but  he  recorded  Margaret's  as  well,  for  following  one  of  Colonel  Hatch's 
raids  she  had  hardly  anything  left  in  which  to  swaddle  her  son  after  his 
birth  or  a  keepsake  to  remind  her  of  her  husband  after  his  death. ^ 


^"Rogan  Claim,"  1-12,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Idem . 
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Mr.  Lowe  recommended  a  lawyer  for  aiding  in  the  presentation 
of  Rogan's  claim  before  the  commissioners.  It  appears  from  their  in¬ 
complete  correspondence  that  Lowe  had  instigated  Rogan's  action  or  at 
least  had  encouraged  him  to  enter  his  claim.  In  one  of  his  letters,  when 
the  trend  of  events  seemed  to  favor  a  success  in  James'  claim,  the  former 
governor  asked  his  trusting  friend  to  inquire  among  his  acquaintances  for 
others  who  might  be  prepared  to  present  a  petition  to  the  Commission.  It 
is  evident  that  Lowe  acted  in  claims  cases  by  finding  clients  for  a  law 
firm  which  operated  in  Washington. 49  "If  yOU  have  any  friends,"  he  wrote, 
"who  have  claims  collectable  under  the  act  of  Congress,  I  would  be  glad 
to  attend  to  them....  My  terms  will  be  --  nothing  if  I  don't  succeed  -- 
20%  if  I  do."50 

In  Rogan's  case  the  lawyer,  William  Richards,  became  Lowe's 

partner.  He  had  been  formerly  associated  with  Lowe  in  Iowa.  Lowe's 

Keokuk  neighbor,  Senator  J.  B.  Howell,  became  one  of  the  commissioners. 

This  triumvirate  then  had  quite  a  powerful  position.  It  was  Howell  who 

examined  and  made  recommendations  concerning  Rogan's  case.^ 

Of  Richards,  Lowe  wrote  Rogan: 

_/Mr.  Richard_s/  is  the  most  successful  claim  agent 
that  practices  before  the  Commission  as  he  does 
nothing  else  and  makes  it  a  special ty ...  and  has 
made  over  2000  applications.  Senator  Howell  told 
me  that  he  much  better  understood  the  principals 


49 

R.  P.  Lowe  to  James  Rogan,  May  4,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 

50ldem. 

^William  Richards  to  James  Rogan,  December  20,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 


aw 

;  li  oxfi  ni  ••  t.'aj’e  -joi  ssywaf  &  bobnonmcoa:  -rat  r  ."id 

-ni  t  j a i ;.  i  ».  * >  t3t  eiaaqq®  31  .  a^brtolaalOTaoo  srl*  s-volsd  ni  slo  ?  '  nfe^oil  5c 

.?«•$  f  /!«..  33£  £:  ’  ■'.  •>  <  ^' ,  'jr.'i'  “  S  '  l-e'  -  02*  tioq  -i"  •'-  -*•  >  I  -PTC 

tvi  •'  t  I  j.  n 1  :ni '  ,  •  •  'i  >  >3  A  ■  ^  n 

-I  70  -  £»rft  .rnlsfo  'ttat.sl  •  i  ..  .  ■'yj*  o  ovsi  o3  >!  nssa  sJnsvd  *o  bn«j  ^ri  J 
avanfijn  ax/pos  alii  pi  owe  stiupnl  03  bnoiil  gni 3aui3  aid  ba  as  •xoirrovoj? 

.  oik v.i  -oC  ->H3  03  no  itu;  e  3ns.js-jq  o3  bamqaTq  od  j djim  orfv  8*4'  )o 
wa  .  in  jjJ-.t  1  io  .i  nj  irri. %  ci  B/nifcJ  >  n  i:  b:  JDj  i^woJ  36/13  3U&bi\  ■.  i 

•  30!W  1  M,  <r.busi'i5  vaa  <  vari  t/oy  5t;l  ‘  .  no3j;  .'U/i  atto  n  b->  xiioqo  rfo  J  dw  r:nii 

d  bitfOV  :  t28y  D  io  33U  t  d  :  *.<  *bior  s  dcjy  iioa  a  ;i6lo  ovsrf  odvM 

■ 

‘"‘Xob  T  51  m 

a ’  ■ , v.  »J  -ifl-.Bood  .  b-  B/ioifl  rn  II  HI  ,  it?'  t  or  :>  oaso  a 'nog  .  r  I 

awoJ  . »\  d I  n't  s  oJ  rii  vw  ;  >.  iiootifc  yIiS><w:ro3  r  -rod  jari  r  .troiuiaq 

.  •-•/.  id  8  d  iinoo  ‘  ■■'>  •  I  oo  .••'53  .  *  ,  .<  ♦  I-  30  •  '2  t  locf'ir.  i  jn  >i  rr>> <•  * .  s 

.  Oi3i.  oq  ii.’{39V0q  8  9jJtup  bfi  OftrfJ  J3»3iv<DUl33  *lrfT 

.esa  ••;  \ii  :  jrioa  •  nol iabriocnmoo -it  9 ban  bna  bdn i rib xs 


. 

lr:*>  on  mio:J  it  laaaaozro  3  b  wm  :•»  3  ai.  VitrsriaLl  .~v\. 
act  3fi  as  ro-iat  i.uroD  cd3  x  ad  a&oitoax?  : oiiii 
mI  birf- .  ♦  .  Iff  »q  j  t  .  fi  Jb£.  sJ  r  otrMo/ 

jj  oi  qq  ;  00 OS  r^vo  hb.-tn 
slaqi  ..  rc;  jf.‘  t  :>ol  br<o  to:  .  d  dou  n  jr  :•  arf  j  ic 


■ 

.sioqoS  ogoii  ,  61  f b  \_fa; .  tnBgofl  ? am*;. I  o3  t  v/oJ  . I  ♦  ^  ' 

.  ft:;  bT_^  - 


Ill 

and  rules  upon  which  the  commissioners  make 
their  decisions  than  any  other  claim  agent. 52 

Among  other  virtues  possessed  by  Richards,  whom  Lowe  called  "an  honest 

candid  man  who  ./did/  not  want  to  waste  his  time  and  ruin  his  reputation 

on  hopeless  cases,"  was  that  of  not  spurning  his  opportunities  to  profit 

financially.  His  services  were  not  free.  Lowe  warned  Rogan  that  he 

must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  expense  of  proving  the  claim.  J 

So  the  case  began.  Rogan  sent  in  his  statement  of  his  posi¬ 
tion  and  his  itemized  claim  and  in  other  ways  complied  with  the  regula¬ 
tions.^  The  first  reaction  of  his  advisers  was  instantaneous  and  ad¬ 
verse.  When  the  fact  of  residence  in  a  seceded  state  was  considered 
prima- facie  evidence  of  disloyalty,  Rogan  was  advised  of  the  necessity 
of  phrasing  his  denunciation  of  Southern  practices  and  ideology  in 
strong  terms.  "I  return  your  statements  to  you  considerably  marked," 
wrote  Richards. The  fact  that  James  had  had  five  sons  and  two  sons- 
in-law,  as  well  as  numerous  nephews,  in  Confederate  service  could  not 
be  minimized.  His  reference  to  his  discipleship  to  John  Netherland 
was  not  effective,  for  Netherland' s  rupture  with  Andrew  Johnson  had  come 
before  that  man's  fall  from  Radical  grace.  Perhaps  the  most  damaging 
of  questions  to  be  answered  was  the  one  which  concerned  James'  safety 
from  the  Confederacy.  James  could  not  state  that  his  life  or  property 

52 

R.  P.  Lowe  to  James  Rogan,  June  3,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 

53idem. 

^Southern  Claims  Commission,  Questions  to  be  Answered  by  Claim¬ 
ant  Under  Oath  (n.p.,  n.d.);  Commissioners  of  Claims,  First  General  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Claims  (Washington,  1871)  ,  1  e_t  seq . 

55william  Richards  to  James  Rogan,  September  20,  1872,  Rogan 

Papers . 
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had  been  in  jeopardy  when  he  resided  in  the  Confederacy.  Most  of  his 
deponents,  friendly  or  otherwise,  admitted  that  James  Rogan  had  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  his  neighbors.  "No  one  would  have  hurt  him,  he 
was  such  a  good  old  man,"  testified  one  of  his  neighbors  who  had  at 

C  £ 

first  been  a  Unionist. 

Rogan' s  dogged  adherence  to  truth  first  annoyed,  then  dis¬ 
gusted  his  lawyers.  When  he  refused  to  distort  his  original  testimony, 
Lowe  wrote  him,  "It  is  a  matter  of  phraseology  and  you  could  answer 
one  way  or  another  without  making  any  difference. .. .Reflect  upon  the 
statement  you  ought  to  make  and  see  if  you  cannot  make  it  in  substance. "57 
When  Rogan  evidently  refused  to  say  that  he  had  no  sympathy  for  his 
neighbors  during  the  war,  Lowe  wrote  with  distaste:  "And  let  us  have  no 
more  about  your  character  from  witnesses .  That  is  unimportant . "5® 

Some  of  the  opposition's  deponents  endeavored  to  damage  James' 
case  as  much  as  possible.  E.  F.  Jordan  gave  a  vivid  account  of  Rogan' s 
conduct,  as  follows: 

I  heard  that  the  Secesh  had  a  meeting  at  which 
Rogan  was  present  and  it  was  decided  Thos .  Mad¬ 
dox  was  a  dangerous  man... he  was  sending  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  Yankees  and  it  was  decided  to  send 
him  South  and  claimant  sent  word  to  Chalmers  to 
come  and  get  him,  but  Tom  Rogan,  a  darky  belong¬ 
ing  to  claimant,  came  and  told  Maddox  and  he  made 
his  escape. 59 


56D  eposition  of  William  Persons,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  January  3, 
1873,  Rogan  Papers. 

57r.  p.  Lowe  to  James  Rogan,  June  3,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 

58ibid. ,  April  12,  1872. 

5^Deposition  of  E.  F.  Jordan,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  January  3, 
1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Another  Union  man  testified  that  Rogan  gave  active  help  to  the 

Confederate  army.  He  said, 

I  know  the  claimant  had  two  companies  of  guerillas 
to  stay  often  on  his  place  to  catch  s_traggling_ 

Yankees...  He  had  Captain  Hansel's  _/Stancil '_s/ 
company  hiding  on  his  place  as  they  stayed  in  Rip¬ 
ley  all  the  time  nearly.  And  there  was  another 
company  stayed  there  and  he  fed  them. 60 

While  one  of  his  own  witnesses  could  say  little  of  Rogan' s  be¬ 
havior  during  a  part  of  the  war,  he  gave  a  good  account  of  his  own. 

My  name  is  J.  F.  Ford.  I  am  68  yrs.  old.  I 
live  in  Ripley,  Tippah  Co.,  Miss.  Have  lived 
here  for  30  yrs.  I  am  editor  of  a  paper.  I 
am  not  related__to  claimant.  As  far  as  I  know 
claimant  was  ]_ a  loyal  man/.  Before  the  war  he 
expressed  himself  as  opposed  to  secession.  What 
aid  and  comfort  he  may  have  given  the  Rebel  army 
I  have  no  knowledge  as  I  was  absent  a  good  deal 
of  the  time  keeping  out  of  the  way  of  Yankees. 

I  was  publishing  a  paper  and  there  had  been 
some  pretty  strong  articles  in  it  against  the 
Yankees  and  they  were  very  hostile  to  me.  They 
burnt  my  printing  office  and  my  dwelling  and  all 
I  had  in  the  world.  Further,  this  deponent  knoweth 
not .61 

William  Richards  through  his  friendship  with  Howell  had  access 
to  the  files  of  the  Commission.  In  order  that  Rogan  might  know  what 
certain  citizens  had  said  of  him,  Richards  took  their  recorded  testimony 
from  the  files  and  sent  the  papers  to  his  client.  He  insisted  that  Rogan 
should  not  divulge  the  information,  although  Senator  Howell  must  have 
been  aware  of  the  disappearance  of  such  documents  under  his  care.  Among 


^Deposition  of  Samuel  Moses,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  January  3, 
1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Deposition  of  J.  F.  Ford,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  January  3, 
1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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these  letters  were  those  written  by  Judge  Orlando  Davis,  Senator  James 
L.  Alcorn,  and  Congressman  G.  E.  Harris.  Of  Orlando  Davis,  Richards 
once  wrote  Rogan,  "Judge  Davis  has  known  you  for  thirty  years.  If  you 
can  get  him  to  say  something  in  your  behalf,  I  am  sure  your  claim  will 

be  granted. "62 

Previously,  Judge  Davis  had  written,  in  part,  as  follows: 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

Jany.  7,  1873 

Hon.  James  Rogan  of  Ripley,  Miss,  is  an  appli¬ 
cant  for  pay  for  property  taken  from  him  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  Army.... 

I  knew  Judge  Rogan  well  all  that  time  _/thirty 
years/  and  I  never  heard  him  express  any  senti¬ 
ment  in  favor  of  Secession  in  my  life. _L. and  my 
recollection  is  that  H.  W.  Stricklin  _/by  whose 
testimony  Rogan  expected  to  prove  his  cas_e/  told 
me  in  his  lifetime  that  he  would  testify.  I 
know  from  Judge  Rogan' s  conversations  with  me 
during  Stricklin's  lifetime  that  he  felt  sure 
of  making  this  proof  by  Stricklin. 

I  further  know  that  during  the  war  when  Sol 
Street,  who  was  a  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Con¬ 
federate  Partisan  Rangers  -  seized  and  took 

away  James  Whitten's  horses  and  wagons  because 

he,  Whitten,  expressed  Union  sentiments  -  that 

Judge  Rogan  was  open  in  expressing  his  indignation 
at  Street's  conduct,  and  his  opinion  that  Whitten's 
property  ought  to  be  restored  to  him.  This  was 
in  the  autumn  of  1862,  or  winter  following,  cer¬ 
tainly  before  March  1863. 

I  further  know  that  Judge  Rogan  is  a  man  for  most 
exalted  truth  and  honor  --  and  every  other  good 
and  noble  quality  that  adorns  human  nature  --  and 
I  am  sure  he  would  not  profess  a  Sentiment  he 
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William  Richards  to  James  Rogan,  April  12,  1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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never  held,  for  anything  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  could  bestow  upon  him. . . . 

Your  friend,  etc 
0.  Davis 

Judge  10th  Circuit 

State  of  Mississippi^^ 

This  letter  did  not  please  Richards.  Nor  was  he  impressed  by 
another  which  accompanied  it,  which  read: 

Jariy  27 nd,  1873  _ 

/Washington,  D.  C_^/ 

I  have  the  honor  of  an  acquaintance  with  Judge 
Rogan  of  Tippah  County,  Miss,  and  take  pleasure 
in  attesting  the  fact  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of 
the  highest  integrity,  and  standing  in  his  com¬ 
munity,  a  worthy  gentleman  in  every  respect.  I 
have  known  him  personally  only  since  the  war  and 
never  heard  anything  said  of  his  loyalty...  I 
have  long  known  the  Hon.  Orlando  Davis  and  know 
him  to  be  a  gentleman  very  worthy  of  his  position, 
a  gentleman  of  fidelity  and  entitled  to  credit  in 
all  that  he  says  on  this  or  any  other  subject.  He 
formerly  resided  in  Tippah  County  and  well  knew 
Judge  Rogan  and  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  all 
about  Judge  Rogan. 


Most  respectfully 
G.  E.  Harris 
M.C.64 

On  August  22,  1872,  Judge  Davis  had  written  Senator  Alcorn  a 
letter  praising  James  Rogan  --  MNo  citizen  of  this  community  /Ripley/  ever 
had  a  higher  character  for  everything  that  adorns  human  nature”  --  and 
asking  the  Senator  to  say  something  in  Rogan' s  behalf,  adding,  "I  have 
never  heard  a  single  word  said  against  his  character  in  any  way  --  and 


63 


Papers . 


Orlando  Davis  to  the  Claims  Commission,  January  7,  1873,  Rogan 
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indeed  I  might  go  farther  and  say  that  all  I  have  ever  heard  of  him  has 
been  in  his  praise. 

In  complying  with  Davis'  request,  Alcorn  wrote  as  follows: 

Washington  City,  D.C. 

Jany  22,  1873 

This  shows  that  I  am  personally  acquainted  with 
the  Hon.  0.  Davis  who  is  at  present  Judge  of  the 
10th  Judicial  District  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Miss.  --  that  I  appointed  him  while  I  was  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Mississippi  to  the  office  which  he  now 
holds.  I  deemed  him  worthy... a  gentleman  of  high 
standing  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  his 
statements  are  entitled  to  the  credence  and  to 
the  fullest  credit  in  any  statement  he  may  be 
called  to  make 


J.  L.  Alcorn 
U.  S.  Senator 
Mississippi^ 

Of  Orlando  Davis'  loyalty  and  integrity,  certain  deponents  in 
Rogan's  case  had  other  ideas.  For  instance,  one  said,  "I  never  heard  of 
Orlando  Davis  being  a  Union  man... he  was  an  ardent  Southern  man."^  A 
man  of  Unionist  sentiments,  amazed  to  hear  of  Orlando  Davis'  recent  rise 
in  favor  in  Republican  circles,  gave  vent  to  his  displeasure,  stating 
that  "I  heard  Judge  Davis  rip  and  holler  after  the  first  Bull  Run  and 
bet  $500  the  Yankees  would  never  gain  a  victory."  He  added,  "James  Rogan 


^Orlando  Davis  to  J.  L.  Alcorn,  August  28,  1872,  Rogan 

Papers . 

6^J.  l.  Alcorn  to  the  Claims  Commission,  January  22,  1873, 
Rogan  Papers. 

^Depos it  ion  of  W.  R.  Cole,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  January  3, 
1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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use  to  swear  and  curse  all  over  town  after  a  Yankee  raid. "68 

In  December,  1873,  Richards  wrote  Lowe  that  Judge  Rogan  had 
been  allowed  more  than  twenty-six  hundred  dollars, 69  but  before  Rogan 
had  time  to  reply,  someone  in  high  position  intervened,  and  the  Congress 
returned  his  case  for  further  evidence.  The  whole  process  of  proving 
Rogan' s  claim  had  to  be  begun  again.  Additional  proof  and  rebuttal  testi¬ 
mony  had  to  be  taken.  More  of  Rogan' s  friends  who  had  known  his  position 
had  died.  But  two  factors  especially  hurt  his  case.  The  former  foes  of 
the  Union  supported  his  cause;  the  friends  of  the  Union  opposed  him.  All 
agreed,  moreover,  that  had  the  outcome  of  the  war  been  different,  James 
Rogan  would  have  had  no  trouble  in  collecting  from  a  victorious  Confed¬ 
eracy.  70 

In  the  long  controversy  Rogan  believed  that  the  lawyers  and 
officials  who  were  interested  in  his  case  sincerely  supported  his  cause, 
but  on  the  basis  of  the  testimony  and  the  correspondence  available,  facts 
seem  to  indicate  that  he  was  deceived.  Although  Rogan  asked  Lowe  to  sub¬ 
mit  their  correspondence  of  previous  years  as  evidence  and  to  testify  be¬ 
fore  the  Commission  on  his  behalf,  Lowe  --  in  a  jocular  manner  --  replied 
that  his  testimony  would  add  nothing  to  the  case. 71  Letters  from  Davis, 


^Deposition  of  James  M.  Whitten,  "You-Bet  Station,"  Hardeman 
County,  Tennessee,  January  3,  1873,  Rogan  Papers. 

69William  Richards  to  R.  P.  Lowe,  December  9,  1873,  Rogan  Papers. 

70iiRebutting  Testimony  of  Andrew  Brown,  Merchant,  C.  P.  Miller, 
Merchant,  Col.  W.  C.  Falkner,  Attorney  at  Law,  and  J.  F.  Ford,  Publisher," 
Ripley,  Mississippi,  February  22,  1874,  Rogan  Papers. 

71r.  P.  Lowe  to  James  Rogan,  December  20,  1872,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Alcorn,  and  Harris,  although  apparently  freely  given,  were  ineffective, 
"unsworn,”  and  consequently  inadmissible, though  these  adaptable  gentle¬ 
men  above  all  others  should  have  known  the  worthlessness  of  such  testimony. 

When  1877  came  and  a  larger  number  of  reputable  Southern  repre¬ 
sentatives  returned  to  positions  of  power  throughout  the  legislative 
halls,  chances  of  Rogan's  success  would  appear  to  have  been  enhanced. 
Instead  of  adding  his  name  to  an  appropriation  bill  which  would  probably 
be  acted  upon  by  a  less  radical  Congress,  the  Commissioners  denied  his 
claim  in  full  without  reporting  it  to  Congress.  The  following  letter 
gives  a  brief  summary  of  proceedings; 

War  Department 

Office  of  Chief  of  Finance 

Washington,  D.  C. 

July  18,  1941 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen 

New  Albany,  Mississippi 

Dear  Mrs.  Owen: 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  January  24,  1941,  in 
regard  to  an  award  made  by  the  Southern  Claims 
Commission,  established  in  1871,  in  the  sum  of 
$2,644.00  to  James  Rogan,  your  grandfather,  in 
settlement  of  a  claim  presented  to  the  commission 
in  1872,  for  Commissary  and  Quartermaster  Stores, 
amount  claimed  $4, 146 . 00. .. also  a  disallowed  claim 
for  $4,160.00  filed  with  the  Commission  in  the 
year  1877... this  office  has  now  completed  the 
search  for  and  examination  of  records  relating  to 
the  matter  of  these  claims. 

The  Chief  of  Finance  directs  me  to  inform  you, 
with  regret,  that  the  records  relating  to  this  claim 
show  that  the  claim  filed  in  1872  was  first  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Congress  with  an  allowance  of  $2,644.00 


72 


William  Richards  to  James  Rogan,  April  12,  1873,  Rogan  Papers. 
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that  the  Congress  returned  it  and  that  it  was  later 
.  reported  to  Congress  as  fully  disallowed.  The 
second  claim  for  $4,146.00,  filed  in  1877,  appa¬ 
rently  for  the  same  property,  was  also  disallowed 
by  the  commission  in  full. 

Very  truly  yours, 

M.  R.  Tidwell,  Jr. 

Captain 

Finance  Department^ 

At  eighty  years  of  age,  James  Rogan,  in  spite  of  the  failure 
of  his  claim,  could  keep  his  faith  in  his  fellow  man.  Although  his  son- 
in-law  still  suffered  from  the  effects  of  his  earlier  losses,  the  family 
on  the  farm  survived.  What  amounts  Rogan  paid  for  travel  expenses,  daily 
pay  to  deponents,  and  fees  to  special  agents  and  to  lawyers  is  not  known. 
Only  one  record  of  the  kind  has  survived,  a  receipt  for  sixty  dollars 
from  Orlando  Davis  given  at  the  time  of  the  announcement  of  the  formation 
of  the  Claims  Commiss ion. ^ 

James  turned  his  attention  to  other  matters.  He  wrote  two 
versions  of  his  life  and  a  short  biography  of  his  father,  completing 
them  on  March  4,  1879.  He  began  again  to  visit  relatives.  His  brother 
Griffith  died  in  1880  and  his  brother  Daniel  in  the  following  year. 75 
In  Ripley  the  town  was  excited  about  the  production  of  a  play  by  Colonel 
Falkner  called  "The  Lost  Diamond"  and  the  publication  in  1881  of  his  novel 


^M.  R.  Tidwell,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Finance,  War  Department, 
to  Mrs.  E.  M.  Owen,  July  18,  1941,  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 

^Orlando  Davis  --  "received  of  James  Rogan  on  account,"  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  October  20,  1871,  Rogan  Papers. 


75Rogan,  "Family  Record,"  12,  15. 
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The  White  Rose  of  Memphis ,  with  its  exciting  background  of  masquerades 
on  a  river  boat.  After  his  daughter  Catherine's  sudden  death,  James 
heard  of  the  death  of  Fred  Markell  in  Columbus,  Mississippi . 76  But  James> 
looking  no  more  than  sixty,  felt  very  well. 77 


76Markell,  Diary,  II,  end  paper. 

77Rogan,  "My  Life,"  34-36.  On  September  10,  1885,  James  W. 
Rogan  wrote  of  his  father  that  "He  was  an  active  vigorous  man,  even  at 
his  advanced  age  and  scarcely  seemed  more  than  60."  Diary  of  James  W. 
Rogan,  September,  1884-October ,  1887,  September  10,  1885,  typed  and 
edited  copy  in  the  possession  of  the  author. 
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CHAPTER  X 


THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE 

"For  more  than  sixty  years  I  have  endeavored  to  lead  a  Christian 
life."  So  wrote  James  Rogan  when,  on  his  eighty-seventh  birthday,  he  in 
the  seclusion  of  his  Ripley  farmhouse  reviewed  and  evaluated  his  long  life.-*- 
This  statement  was  contained  in  a  letter  written  in  answer  to  persistent 
questions,  his  own  and  those  of  others,  as  to  the  meaning  of  his  "well  pre¬ 
served  physical  abilities,  the  absence  of  the  usual  marks  and  indications 
of  old  age  --  cheeks  but  slightly  furrowed  if  at  all,  the  head  silvered 
but  not  white,  the  body  upright  and  step  generally  quick. Rogan' s  final 
conclusion  was  the  often  reiterated  one:  "In  this  too  the  Lord  has  been 

most  wonderfully  and  truly  kind  in  bestowing  on  me  the  smiles  of  his 

3 

countenance,  so  oft  when  found  on  Christian  Duty." 

v 

Like  an  excellently  contrived  catastrophe  in  the  eminent  plays 
of  antiquity,  the  entire  drama  of  Rogan' s  religious  life  had  been  fore¬ 
shadowed  from  the  beginning.  With  his  first  memories  rooted  in  the 
frontier  soil  that  was  illumined  by  the  fires  of  the  Great  Revival  at  its 
roaring  height,  he  had  had  kindled  within  him  an  ardent  adherence  to 
Protestant  orthodoxy.  For  him,  religious  conviction  never  became  a  separate 
category  of  his  life,  shut  tight  against  the  vicissitudes  of  the  world. 


Ijames  Rogan  to  the  Editor,  Ripley  Sentinel ,  December  18,  1884. 
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Idem. 


3ldem. 
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Instead,  his  faith  became  the  central  motif  of  his  life,  and  the  acci¬ 
dents  of  his  career  he  brought,  insofar  as  he  could,  into  harmony  with 
the  recurring  theme. 

In  the  mind  of  a  child  who  could  not  walk,  the  wonder  of  the 
revival  meeting  with  its  people  and  emotions  was  a  pinnacle  in  itself,  a 
summit  to  be  achieved.  From  the  mists  and  bogs  of  Ireland  to  the  glens 
and  mists  of  Virginia's  heights,  the  career  of  Daniel  Rogan,  at  intervals 
glistening  through  the  rents  of  time,  entrapped  for  his  son's  imagination 
a  kind  of  awesome  delight.  The  mystery  of  the  past  and  the  magic  of  the 
present  seemed  to  be  united  in  his  father. 

An  Irishman  from  Ireland,  whose  home  port  had  perhaps  echoed 
with  his  name  since  the  early  days  of  Gaelic  history,^  Daniel,  who  has 
been  variously  attributed  to  Belfast,  to  County  Down,  to  Donegal,  told 
no  one  of  his  past,  remaining  an  enigma  to  his  oldest  son  who,  till  the 
end  of  his  life,  believed  his  father  to  be,  like  his  name,  Irish-Irish. 5 
Nevertheless,  he  wondered  about  Daniel's  past.  As  to  his  father's  earliest 
religion,  James  was  silent,  probably  because  he  knew  nothing,  but  the  first 
portion  of  his  biography  of  his  father  is  missing,  so  that  even  the  facts 
he  may  have  known  cannot  be  reconstructed.  James  often  said,  however,  that 


^American  Council  of  Learned  Societies,  “Report  of  Committee  on 
Linguistic  and  National  Stocks  in  the  Population  of  the  United  States," 
Annual  Report  of  the  American  Historical  Association  for  the  year  1931 
(3  vols.,  Washington,  1932),  I,  148-149.  Rogan  or  Roughan  is  probably 
the  oldest  form  of  this  name  of  which  the  more  common  current  derivatives 
are  Ruogan,  Roan,  Rowan,  Rohan,  Ruane. 

^James  Rogan  to  Lily  Rogan  of  Rogersville,  Tennessee,  n.d., 
Rogan  Papers . 
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Daniel  sailed  from  Dublin  and  landed  in  Baltimore,  the  chosen  course  of 
most  of  the  Catholic  Irish  of  the  day.  Although  the  Catholic  Irish 
dotted  the  frontier  and  theoretically  had  the  privileges  of  their  religion, 
priests  still  were  scarce,  and  a  solitary  Irishman,  surrounded  by  men  of 
other  creeds,  tended  to  blend  anonymously  into  the  general  population. ^ 

A  few  years  before  Rogan  came  to  Maryland,  Bishop  Carroll  reported  that 
there  were  sixteen  thousand  Catholics  in  Maryland,  mostly  Irish;  yet  a 
decade  later,  the  church  at  Hagerstown  had  to  be  closed  for  lack  of 
communicants . ^ 

Around  the  Rogans  in  the  Virginia  Valley  there  were  large  numbers 
of  Germans  --  Reformed,  Lutherans,  Dunkards .  There,  also,  were  the  English, 
who  had  a  nominal  parish  church  in  counties  that  were  later  divided  four 
and  five  times,  and  there  were  the  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians,  who  had 

O 

thirty  churches  in  the  Valley  long  before  the  time  Rogan  arrived.  As 
Daniel  and  Catherine  passed  through  Hagerstown,  they  probably  saw  the 
Catholic  Church  that  was  soon  to  be  abandoned,  and  they  passed  on  down 
the  Valley  to  Fincastle  to  a  point  where  no  church  at  all  existed. 

The  phenomenon  of  mass  involvement  in  religious  hysteria  im¬ 
pressed  even  the  most  cynical  individuals.  The  brush  arbor,  the  pro¬ 
tracted  meetings,  the  renowned  circuit  riders,  the  communal  interests  of 
an  area  --  all  worked  together  to  draw  even  so  contemptuous  a  visitor  as 


°Gohmann,  _o£.  cit .  ,  41. 

^Forrester,  "Migration  of  Catholics,"  43-44. 


O 

Freeman  H.  Hart,  The  Valley  of  Virginia  in  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  1763-1789  (Chapel  Hill,  1942),  34. 
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Mrs.  Trollope  under  their  spell.  She  was  impressed  favorably  on  the 
frontier  by  the  evening  hymn  in  the  forest  with  its  solemn  and  beautiful 

Q 

effect.  What  chance  then  had  Daniel  Rogan? 

In  the  year  1802  the  Baptist  revivalists,  coming  in  from  all 
directions,  bombarded  the  Fincastle  area  in  a  prolonged  series  of  meet¬ 
ings.  New  churches  and  new  associations  resulted . ^  When  Daniel  re¬ 
sponded  to  their  call,  he  did  so  wholeheartedly,  and  his  hymnbook  that 
survives  shows  how  he  united  his  talents  with  those  of  the  Moormans, 
whose  revival  at  Little  Otter  lasted  more  than  two  years,  surely  a  record 
for  endurance.^ 

In  the  absence  of  hymnbooks,  the  minister  gave  out  the  lines, 
often  composing  both  words  and  music  as  he  progressed,  and  the  people  re¬ 
peated  his  words.  Simple  and  ballad- like,  the  lines  were  short  so  that 
the  congregation  could  remember  them.  In  the  style  of  the  frontier 
Daniel  wrote  a  few  evangelistic  hymns: 

Come  ye  sinners,  who  waste  away 
The  noontide  hour  of  Gospel  day. 

In  sinful  paths,  you  careless  stray 
Tho'  conscience  stings,  ye  scorn  to  pray 
For  the  prize  of  Christ's  communion. 

Draw  near  and  see  what  God  hath  done 
For  Jesus'  sake,  His  spotless  Son, 

Who  will  finish  what  he  begun 

And  crown  all  those  who  faithful  run 

For  the  prize  of  Christ's  communion. 12 


^Charles  A.  Johnson,  The  Front ier  Camp  Meeting :  Religion ' s 
Harvest  Time  (Dallas,  1955),  141. 

lOSemple,  _o£.  cit . ,  342-343. 

^Idem;  Daniel  Rogan,  Hymn  Book,  unpaginated  manuscript  in  the 
possession  of  the  author. 

12 


Rogan,  Hymn  Book. 
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With  a  four-line  rhyming  stanza  broken  by  the  caesura  like  the  early  bal¬ 
lads  and  songs  of  the  British  Isles,  this  hymn  was  adaptable  to  familiar 
tunes  --  "Green  Sleeves,"  for  instance. 

Later,  Baptist  theology  crept  in  to  complicate  the  composition. 

The'  following  stanzas  reveal  also  the  Baptist  belief  in  Bible  study  and 

in  a  knowledge  of  the  scriptural  foundations  of  dogma: 

Matthew  and  Mark  expressly  say, 

By  words  to  this  intent, 

When  Jesus  was  baptized,  straightway 
He  out  of  water  went. 

If  Christ  saw  fit  to  enter  in 
A  precept  He  did  show, 

As  what  He  did  could  be  no  sin, 

Then  in  his  steps  I'll  go.  Etc.l^ 

But  why  do  some  from  this  contend 
Young  babes  we  should  baptize? 

Search  Holy  Writ  from  end  to  end, 

Where  does  the  precept  rise? 

Sure  all,  of  this,  are  well  apprized 
Or  they  at  least  may  know, 

A  single  babe  that  was  baptized 
In  scriptures  none  can  show.  Etc.^ 

Pondering  his  doubts  and  certainties  in  his  writing,  Daniel  on 
occasion  turned  from  theology  to  morality.  Coming  as  he  did  from  a  country 
which  had  long  been  oppressed,  American  slavery,  which  was  new  to  him, 
impressed  on  his  free  and  independent  spirit  a  sense  of  guilt  of  a  kind 


1  O 

J_Idem.  This  hymn  is  most  revealing.  The  third  verse  of  the 
second  stanza  speaks  in  the  terms  not  of  the  heathen  redeemed,  but  of  a 
convert  from  another  dogma,  in  which  breach  of  practice  is  perhaps  more 
reprehensible  than  intellectual  deviation.  In  other  words,  it  seems  the 
justification  of  one  who  has  deviated.  The  next  two  stanzas  certainly 
appear  to  be  the  result  of  inner  conflict,  an  attempt  to  strengthen  his 
own  recent  decision.  These  are  hardly  the  arguments  of  a  recent  unbeliever. 

14T  , 

Idem. 
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that  could  have  arisen  either  from  the  Puritan  concept  of  the  Father  who 
chastened  his  Elect  or  from  the  Catholic  concept  of  penance,  temporal 
recompense  for  the  good  of  the  soul.  At  any  rate,  Daniel  poured  out  his 
compassion  in  lyrics,  a  literary  form  found  but  rarely  on  the  frontier, 

and,  assuming  the  black  man's  role,  he  sang  the  black  man's  song. 

Alas,  and  must  poor  black  man  fall 
By  ruthless  white  man's  hand? 

I  pray,  my  God,  forgive  him  all 
This  breach  of  thy  command. 

Yes,  glory,  honor,  to  my  God 
I'll  praise  him  whilst  I  can 
And  tho'  I  feel  the  white  man's  rod, 

Oh,  Lord,  forgive  white  man. 

Oh,  Lord,  now  hear  the  black  man's  cry, 

His  simple  prayer  attend. 

Of  Grace  give  him  a  full  supply, 

Oh,  be  the  black  man's  friend. 

Yes,  Glory,  honor  to  my  God. 

I'll  praise  him  whilst  I  can. 

'Tis  for  my  good  he  holds  the  rod. 

He  is  the  friend  of  man.  Etc. 15 

Regardless  of  his  creed,  the  compassion  of  the  former  Irishman  on  an  al¬ 
most  free  frontier  was  revealed  in  his  lines. 

At  the  time  of  the  revival  at  Little  Otter  several  visitors  and 
students  passing  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  frontier  looking 
for  Roman  Catholics  had  to  report  that  the  faith  had  almost  vanished. 16 
Where  did  the  Catholic  Irish  go?  Signs  point  to  the  nearest  Protestant 
church,  and  in  the  eternal  language  of  the  frontier  seem  to  say,  "They 
went  that-a-way." 

Daniel  Rogan,  finding  a  few  points  of  Baptist  doctrine  with  which 
he  could  not  agree,  eventually  withdrew  from  that  fold. 17  Catherine,  after 


Ibidem. 

l^Gohmann,  op.  cit . ,  33;  Forrester,  op.  cit . ,  22. 
l?Rogan,  "Daniel  Rogan." 
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the  move  to  Tennessee,  attended  whatever  church  was  in  the  vicinity.  When 
the  Great  Revival  settled  upon  Kingsport,  Catherine  entered  the  church  of 
the  Scot ch- Irish,  who  predominated  in  that  area,  and  became  a  Presbyterian. 
Daniel,  shortly  before  his  death,  followed  his  wife's  example.  For  all 
the  personal  magnetism  his  father  had  for  James,  the  early  religious  in¬ 
fluences  emanating  from  his  mother  were  even  more  influential,  being  de¬ 
rived  from  a  tender  and  intimate  relationship.  James  Rogan  thought  of 
those  early  days  with  nostalgia,  when  he  wrote. 

It  was  my  greatest  effort  to  revere,  love 
and  obey  my  parents,  ever  careful  not  to 
wound  their  feelings;  yet  in  many  instances 
]_  I_/  may  have  done  it.  Thus  growing  up 
under  the  care  and  guidance  of  a  precious, 
tender,  kind  and  Christian  mother,  a  kind 
and  good  father,  my  moral  habits  were  so 
moulded  that  I  was  seldom  if  ever  found  in 
youthful,  wicked,  or  immoral  practices  of 
the  day  (even  more  so  in  the  youth  of  today) 
such  as  desecrating  the  Sabbath  dayl8  or 
taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  a  practice 
always  abhorrent  to  my  feelings....  I  have 
always  felt  a  reverence  for  the  church  and 
Christian  worship,  going  to  church  with  my 
parents,  with  my  mother  especially,  and  to 
see  her  weep  or  shed  tears  would  tender  my 
heart  and  make  tears  run  down  my  youthful 
cheeks.  And  when  not  more  than  ten  or  eleven 
years  of  age  felt  a  strong  desire  to  be  good 
and  become  a  Christiania 

James  Rogan  never  forgot  the  events  of  the  day  on  which  he  joined 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  remembered  the  spiritual  experience  and  its 
consequences.  From  that  time  his  attitude  was  one  of  perpetual  renewal 


l^Rogan,  "My  Life,"  45. 
19 


Ibid.,  47. 
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of  the  contrasting  emotions  of  humility  and  exaltation  he  felt  that  day, 
for  as  he  said, 


Twas  then  the  necessity  of  a  change  ]_ in/ 
life  became  more  fully  impressed  upon  the 
mind  and  heart  already  to  some  degree  feel¬ 
ing  the ...  importance  of  such  a  change  and 
earnestly  seeking  an  interest  in  the  blood 
of  a  Crucified  Savior.  By  the  assistance 
and  influence  of  the  Divine  Spirit  exercis¬ 
ing  forth  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I  was 
enabled  to  cast  myself  humbly  at  the  foot 
of  the  Cross,  feeling  that  God  for  Christ's 
sake  had  pardoned  my  sins,  that  I  had  been 
made  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus;  and  at 
this  time  the  most  glorious  and  Happy  Period 
of  my  life  began. 20 

Soon  afterwards  James  and  Sarah  moved  away  to  Gunter's  Landing. 
Here  on  the  strange  soil  of  the  Great  Bend,  surrounded  by  Indians,  they 
often  attended  the  Mission  Church  on  the  Old  Creek  Path.  No  stranger 
to  Indians,  James  began  his  real  work  among  them  during  this  period  and 
the  memory  of  them  was  always  pleasant  to  him.  "Was  very  fond  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  them  (Cherokees)  at  this  station.  Their  manners  and  attention 
were  of  the  most  profound  and  exceptional  character,"  he  recalled. ^  The 
head  of  the  Mission  was  the  Reverend  William  Potter,  a  noted  minister 
active  in  the  inner  circles  of  both  Synod  and  Assembly,  who  perhaps  started 
James  on  a  lifetime  of  active  participation  in  the  work  of  the  church. 

Later  James  wrote: 

I  remember,  in  the  absence  of  the  missionary, 

I  was  called  upon  by  his  most  excellent  wife 
to  perform  the  exercises  and  duties  of  the 
Sabbath  by  reading  a  sermon  and  going  through 


^Idem. 
21 


Ibid . ,  26 . 
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the  ceremonies  and  forms  to  which  they  were 
accustomed.  My  intercourse  with  these  peo¬ 
ple  was  pleasant  indeed. 22 

A  Methodist  mission  was  founded  across  the  river  from  Gunter's 

Landing.  Later  Rogan  wrote  that  when  he  lived  at  the  Landing,  J.  B. 

McFerrin  --  "then  a  young  minister,  now  a  prominent  D.D.  and  a  prominent 

man  in  the  Methodist  Church"  --  was  in  charge.  Rogan  attended  his  camp 

meetings.  Two  decades  later  when  James  moved  to  Ripley,  this  same 

23 

frontier  missionary  was  a  visiting  preacher  there. 

After  Rogan  moved  on  to  Ashville,  he  actively  participated  in 

the  inauguration  of  long  camp  meetings  at  that  place.  In  1838  at  the 

end  of  an  arduous  August  political  campaign,  he  and  a  Baptist  minister 

who  was  a  candidate  for  circuit  clerk  returned  to  Ashville.  They  found 

messages  there  urging  them  to  attend  and  to  assist  in  a  revival  meeting 

then  in  progress  at  a  country  church  six  or  seven  miles  east  of  town, 

which  was  being  conducted  by  two  Baptist  ministers  from  Tuscaloosa. 24  On 

arrival  Rogan  noticed  that 

It  was  plainly  manifest  that  there  was  a 
deep  work  going  on  of  no  ordinary  character. 

Soon  catching  the  Spirit  ami  flavor  of  Divine 
Love  in  our  bosom,  /we  were/  enabled  to  enter 
into  the  work  experiencing  great  joy  and  com¬ 
fort  in  our  hearts,  giving  praises  to  the 
Most  High  for  such  wonderful  displays  of 
divine  power  and  grace  in  the  awakening  of 
sinners  and  the  building  up  and  encouraging 
the  hearts  of  God's  people. 25 


22lbid. ,  27. 

23pbid . ,  28;  Ripley  Reporter,  May  17,  1915. 
24R0gan,  "My  Life,"  107. 

25Ibid.,  108. 
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When  the  ministers  were  exhausted,  the  congregation  moved  to 
town  where  for  six  weeks  the  lay  readers  kept  the  meeting  going.  "Oh!" 
said  Rogan,  "this  was  a  precious  season."^  For  two  years,  James  thought, 
the  spirit  of  the  revival  exerted  influence  on  the  people.  As  a  result, 
the  Presbytery  at  Mobile  granted  permission  for  the  formation  of  a  Presby¬ 
terian  church  in  Ashville.  James  Rogan  was  ordained  as  ruling  elder  and 
sole  church  official. 27 

For  a  while  ministers  came  by  turn  to  fill  the  pulpit,  but 
after  James  left  and  the  war  came,  it  was  increasingly  difficult  for  the 
Presbyterians  to  compete  with  other  denominations.  Like  St.  Mary's  Church 
in  Hagerstown  in  Daniel's  day,  the  Presbyterians,  once  archfoes  of  the 
Catholics,  began  to  wither  away.  Ashville  was  bypassed  as  new  roads  were 
made  and  the  river  was  replaced  by  the  railroads.  "Last  year  I  believe 
_/ 1 8 7_7 / ,  the  church  was  dissolved,"  James  wrote. 28 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterians,  rebels  in  Daniel's  day  but  by 
the  time  of  James'  Ashville  experience  a  lusty  young  church,  held  a  great 
camp  meeting  twelve  miles  south  of  town  only  a  few  years  before  James 
moved  away.  The  revival  was  a  genre  in  which  this  sect  was  supreme.  "A 
special  friend  proposed  that  we  take  our  families  and  camp,  a  large  tent 
being  offered  us.  This  friend  was  my  family  physician  and  not  a  Christian 
James  recorded. The  nine  Rogans ,  the  James  Bothwells,  and  two  other 

26ibid. ,  109. 

^ 7 idem. 

28Ibid . ,  110. 

29Dr.  James  J.  Bothwell,  a  distinguished  physician,  was  a 
scholarly  and  dignified  man.  In  1842-1843  he  represented  St.  Clair  in 
the  legislature.  Garrett,  _op.  cit . ,  285. 
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families,  with  great  quantities  of  luggage  and  household  equipment,  em¬ 
barked  upon  one  of  the  adventures  James  was  never  to  forget. 

"One  Sabbath  evening  the  entire  party,  fatigued  by  the  pro¬ 
tracted  exercises,  retired  to  the  tent  while  the  exercises  on  the  stand 
continued  with  unabated  interest."  However,  Dr.  Bothwell  felt  an  especial 
urge  to  return  to  the  exciting  scene  under  the  arbor.  The  entire  group 
dressed  and  returned  to  the  throng.  As  James  recounted,  "Someone  came 
for  me  to  go  and  pray  for  a  young  lady  then  under  conviction  in  a  tent. 
After  a  great  agony  of  Spirit,  her  captivated  soul  was  set  at  liberty. 

The  father,  an  unconverted  man,  was  present.  The  daughter,  lovingly  and 
tenderly  embracing  him  in  her  arms,  prayed  for  and  exhorted  that  he  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come. "30 

Outside,  the  campfires  cast  their  lights  on  the  trees.  "The 

moon  was  shining  in  all  its  beauty.  The  music  and  sounds  of  the  night 

made  a  pleasing  rhythm."  On  returning  to  his  own  tent,  Rogan  found  his 

friend  with  his  face  buried  in  his  hands,  "bowed  under  conviction." 

James'  whole  being  was  washed  by  emotion.  He  recalled, 

■ 

As  the  fire  of  divine  love  was  greatly 
kindled  and  revived  in  my  own  heart,  I  felt 
prepared  to  say  something  encouraging  to  him 
and  as  I  progressed  the  anxiety  increased. 

The  earthen  vessel  was  filled  to  overflow 
with  loud  expressions  of  joy  and  comfort. 

So  wonderful  were  the  workings  of  the  divine 
Spirit  within,  all  of  a  sudden  strange  sen¬ 
sations  of  a  pleasant  character  came  upon 
me,  reaching  to  the  extremities  with  a  kind 
of  t_ingling  feeling  in  the  fingers  and  toes, 

]_  I _/  sinking  down,  losing  power  of  speech 
but  not  of  consciousness,  the  blood  seeming 
almost  to  stop  circulating,  the  skin  in  the 
face  drawn  up,  the  mouth  puckered,  the  whole 


30ROgan,  "My  Life,"  110. 
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countenance  somewhat  distorted.  Yet  with  all 
it  was  a  happy  state....  In  all  religious 
excitement,  whether  private  or  public,  for 
about  Two  Years  these  sensations  or  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Divine  Spirit  (but  not  to  the 
same  extent)  continued  with  me,  often  caus¬ 
ing  loud  outbursts  of  Joy  and  praise, 31  and 
forty  years  past  whenever  the  fire  of  divine 
love  is  kindled  up  to  an  unusual  degree, 
whether  in-  the  congregation  or  at  home,  whether 
in  the  day  or  silent  hours  of  the  night... 
these  demonstrations  of  involuntary  exclama¬ 
tions  burst  forth  in  loud  exclamations  of  joy 
and  praise.  An  effort  to  repress  them  produces 
discomfort  and  pain. 32 

Of  Dr.  Bothwell  it  was  written  that  he  like  many  others  "yielded 
to  an  enemy  which  destroyed  him  in  the  meridian  of  life.  How  many  bright 
intellects  have  been  quenched  in  darkness,  and  useful  men  taken  from 
society  and  a  pleasant  family  circle,  by  this  fell  destroyer,  ardent 
spirits?  And  yet  how  few  take  warning  by  their  fate...."^3  Little  could 
the  biographer  have  known  of  Dr.  Bothwell' s  struggle  on  that  night  by  the 
campfires'  glow. 

Rogan's  religious  activity  continued  after  he  moved  to  Missis¬ 
sippi.  In  Ripley  one  church  building  served  all  the  congregations  in  the 
early  days.  The  Reverend  W.  A.  Gray,  formerly  of  Pontotoc,  who  came  to 
Ripley  to  serve  as  Presbyterian  minister  in  1840,  remained  in  that  post 
for  forty  years.  As  soon  as  James  arrived,  Gray  and  his  congregation  made 
him  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  and  ruling  elder,  positions  he  held 
almost  to  the  end  of  his  life. 34 


31lbid. ,  112. 

32ibid. ,  113. 

33carrett,  _op.  cit .  ,  285. 
34 


Ripley  Reporter,  May  10,  1915. 
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As  he  directed  the  religious  life  of  his  neighbors’  children, 

so  James  tried  also  to  guide  that  of  his  own.  He  wrote: 

I  have  endeavored  to  so  order  my  work  and 
conversation  before  my  children  and  the  world 
so  as  to  teach  them  the  reality  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion,  so  comforting  to  the  child  of 
God  and  so  as  to  follow  in  my  footsteps  inso¬ 
far  as  I  may  follow  Christ....  All  have  been 
brought  to  the  Savior  and  some  have  already 
gone  and  those  yet  living  on  the  way  to  the 
Christian  home  on  High. 35 

When  James’  son  Lafayette  was  imprisoned  during  the  war,  Lafay¬ 
ette's  faith  filled  such  an  important  part  of  his  diary  that  the  editor 
of  the  diary  wrote  of  him, 

And  thus  the  year  ends,  _/with  Lafayettje/ 
still  hoping  and  praying  for  the  parole  or 
exchange  that  never  came.  Mr.  Rogan  leaned 
heavily  on  his  religion.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  he  never  lost  faith,  for  his  was  a  very 
dark  path. 36 

Almost  a  century  later  a  daughter  of  Lafayette  wrote  that  often 
she  wondered  whether  the  children  in  the  family  had  been  brought  up  cor¬ 
rectly:  "So  many  other  young  people  did  things  that  couldn't  all  have 

been  wrong  but  that  it  never  occurred  to  us  to  do.  Did  we  miss  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  youth?  It  didn't  seem  so  then.  I  suppose  I  shall  never  know. "37 

Perhaps  the  crowning  laurel  of  Rogan' s  church  life  was  bestowed 
when  he  in  his  eighty- first  year  became  a  delegate  to  the  General  Presby¬ 
tery  meeting  in  Knoxville.  Appointed  to  the  powerful  judiciary  committee 


35R0gan,  "My  Life,"  52. 

3^Rogan,  "Rock  Island  Diary,"  loc.  cit . ,  48. 

3?Mrs.  Nathan  L.  Miller  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  to  the  author, 
September  8,  1953. 
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as  the  only  layman,  he  took  unspoken  but  evident  pride  in  the  fact  that 
when  he  dissented  and  presented  a  minority  report,  it  was  adopted  by  the 
general  body. 38  The  oldest  man  at  the  Presbytery,  looking  far  younger 
than  his  years,  he  was  surprised  that  the  great  men  in  the  church  showed 
such  deference  to  him.  But  for  all  their  attentions  he  gave  less  space 
in  his  diary  to  their  words  than  to  the  foot  washing  at  a  Dunkard  church 
which  he  and  his  son  James  attended  after  he  went  on  to  East  Tennessee 
for  a  visit. 

One  Saturday  he  and  James  W.  left  Rogersville  in  a  buggy  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  for  the  Dunkard  Meeting  House  which  was 
about  six  miles  to  the  northeast.  Once  there  they  listened  while  several 
ministers  preached  sermons,  after  which  the  congregation  moved  outdoors. 
There  under  the  trees  tables  had  been  arranged  in  an  open  rectangle,  the 
tables  being  covered  with  "pure  white  cloths. "39  After  a  regular  meal 
had  been  served  and  eaten,  the  remaining  food  was  removed.  To  the 
Dunkards  this  meal  served  as  a  memorial  to  the  Last  Supper.  After  it, 
another  song  and  prayer  service  was  held  for  the  group  --  perhaps  one 
hundred  in  number  --  and  bread  and  wine  put  before  each  one.  While  the 
two- inch  pieces  of  bread  were  distributed,  the  group  sat  in  silence.  Then, 
as  Rogan  recalled,  "after  the  call  to  remember  Christ's  words,  all  ate 
simultaneously."  The  process  was  repeated  with  the  wine.^ 


38R0gan,  Diary,  May,  1878. 
39ibid . ,  September  8,  1878. 


^Idem . 
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For  the  washing  of  the  feet,  James  was  seated  at  the  center  of 
the  preachers'  table,  from  which  he  watched  the  ceremony.  He  was  interested 
by  the  fact  that  "as  a  communicant  had  his  feet  washed  by  a  brother,  the 
minister  bestowed  a  kiss  upon  him,  and  the  participant  whose  feet  had 
been  washed  then  lifted  and  kissed  the  one  who  had  performed  the  signifi¬ 
cant  part  of  the  ritual. "^1  Afterwards  James  and  his  son  rode  back  to 
town  in  their  buggy,  enjoying  the  beauty  of  the  starlit  night. 

Rogan's  visit  lengthened.  He  saw  more  old  friends  than  he  had 
seen  at  any  one  time  since  his  young  manhood.  He  was  in  an  accident 
when  a  buggy  in  which  he  was  riding  overturned,  but  he  received  no  in¬ 
jury.  A s  usual,  he  returned  to  Ripley  by  way  of  Maria's  home  in 
Talladega  where  old  ministers  and  laymen  came  many  miles  to  see  him 
again,  reminding  him  of  his  old  crusading  days.  He  jotted  down  their 
names  and  ages  as  places  and  dates  came  easily  to  his  mind. ^3  when  he 
finally  returned  to  Ripley,  he  had  been  absent  more  than  a  year. 

Time  passed.  He  still  walked  to  church  except  in  the  very 
worst  weather,  anxious  to  reach  the  building  and  to  see  his  friends, 
often  saying,  "Oh,  I  do  love  a  Christian."^  Then  sitting  down  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  to  write  to  the  newspaper  in  answer  to  numerous 
questions,  he  added, 


^Idem. 

^_Ibid.,  October  3,  1878. 

^Ibid . ,  October  1  _et  seq  . 

^James  Rogan  to  Anson  West,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  n.d.,  Rogan 
Papers;  Rogan,  "Biography." 
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And  now  at  the  beginning  of  a  New  Year  of 
life's  journey  I  trust  that  in  view  of  the 
life  to  come  the  hopes  and  prospects  are  of 
a  bright  and  glorious  character  and  that 
whenever  it  shall  please  the  Lord  to  call  me 
to  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb,  I  shall 
be  prepared;  and  when  approaching  the  river 
will  find  its  turbid  waters  quiet  and  serene, 
subsided  down  to  a  little  rivulet;  just  one 
step  across  and  all  will  be  well. ^5 


4-5james  Rogan  to  the  Editor,  Ripley  Sentinel ,  December  18,  1884. 
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CHAPTER  XI 


THE  RIVULET 

Part  of  the  miracle  of  life  to  James  Rogan  was  that  it  could 
last  so  long  without  leaving  physical  signs  of  drastic  change  to  mark 
the  passing  years.  Time  and  again  he  reviewed  his  life.  Six  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters  were  dead,  most  of  them  for  a  very  long  time.  Some 
of  their  children  had  died  also  and  their  grandchildren  as  well.  The 
scope  and  space  of  his  activities  as  he  recalled  them  gained  height  and 
breadth.  Of  his  own  children  four  were  gone.  Grandchildren  and  great¬ 
grandchildren  had  enlarged  his  physical  and  emotional  life.  With  a 
memory  that  re-created  event  after  event,  he  sometimes  believed  that  he 
had  possessed  more  than  his  just  share  of  life.  He  spent  many  hours  of 
his  declining  years  writing  letters  of  condolence,  one  after  the  other, 
to  old  friends,  until  the  old  friends  themselves  came  to  the  termination 
of  their  days.  He  looked  into  the  mirror  and  scrutinized  his  image.  He 
studied  himself  objectively  and  sat  down,  as  he  was  accustomed  to  do  when 
in  a  reflective  mood,  to  write. 

I  am  five  feet,  seven  and  a  half  inches  high. 

Stand  erect,  full  around  the  chest,  weigh  one 
hundred  and  seventy- five  pounds.  Smooth  full 
face,  no  wrinkles  on  face  or  brow.  Florid 
complexion,  perhaps  one  half  of  the  hairs  in 
my  head  are  silvered,  the  balance  dark.  Hazel 
eyes,  quick  step.  Generally  thought  by  those 
who  know  nothing  of  my  age  to  be  about  sixty- 
five  years  old.  Now  eighty-one  and  a  quarter 
years  old.l 


1 


J  ames 


Rogan, 


Memorandum, 


Rogan  Papers . 


JX  flST^AHD 


T3JVVUI  3HT 


biuoo  3i  asw  nsgoH  a-^mr1  oj  )iH  Xo  losTjtm  yri-1  o  3^6*1 

A"t&m  03  •;  srio  oiJ'  a  rb  Xo  an.xia  XRojayriq  gniva&I  duoridi  7  $noI  oa  deal 
iff  Xo  xi3  .oil!  aid  bnwa.voi  sri  nlsga  bnfl  s>rrriT  .aT  :>y  gnieeaq  9/id 
.  -i  .  m  .1-.  y_3  6  ":c  3aor  h  isv  *r  .  :l  t  n~  aisnioid 

orfT  IXev  afi  n9*b  ■  irfoby;  tg  •  ierid  bna  of.  la  bsib  ba  I  I'^feliria  ilY.dd  1o 
bna  dlglsri  tsnirg  o.  3  rsllaoai  jri  aft  a;  idivldoa  aid  Xo  aoBqi’.  bna  oqooa 


■3'i9i8  bar  nsib- iriobnoiO  .*no§  sfew  irt»oi  ns».i  biiiio  swo  e.i  i  i(>  .dibasic' 
e  rfdiW  ,  i  XBoXavr'^  aid  bsgiclns  ban  MibXi<labal1|| 

ail  !sdd  bavsi/cd  asrnid  vioe  sri  fdft9V9  iidia  in9v 9  b9dS9i3-9*T  darid  yiomsra 
o  aiuorf  ynfirrr  Jnaqc  sH  .  *311  Xo  siftria  -auj,  aid  rnirid  aic  bsaasaaoq  bad 

j.d3o  sdj  163'is  nno  , sonalobnoo  io  eisdds*  gnidiiw  oiasy  gninllosb  aid 
noijsr  ;ondd  3  0  srosn  ..v,  -j :<  ,brsj'  i  bXo  odd  1j  dm*  tc!  dill  bXo  o3 
.agami  air  sir:  d  ui  3 ;  bna  ‘joiilm  add  03ni  batfoci  9H  .ayab  ii9d3  lo 
r;  H .?  ob  c:  bo.Trodauoon  row  sri  :t.  , nwob  3*>a  bnu  ylavidosfcdo  tJ^scild  bslbt/da 


9JI3W  0-1  tbo>f n  9V1JD alls?  &  nl 


.rigid  asdoni  1  lari  6  bna  nsvas  3V±\  rn&  I 

.Sul  rfdoomS  .  ahnuoq  svil-yjnsv^a  bns  beilnud 
biioXX  .  void  10  anal  no  89i3fniiw  on  t90i  i 

, 

XasaH  . A 3 ;; b  jom  Iftd  odd  ,ba7avlia  ana  bssri  yn 
aeorid  yd  driqcorl  yIXt;i9n90  .qpda  ^oiup  t  aay o 
3uoda  ad  oj  »§b  ym  lo  gniridon  won>f  oriw 
39dieup  f>  :  \  sno-ydrfgis  woM  .bio  aifidy  sviX 


■t.blo  anasy 


204 


For  some  time  he  had  practiced  writing  wills  and  deeds,  of 
which  a  few  remain.  With  the  little  fortune  of  his  former  days  swept 
away,  there  remained  to  be  decided  upon  principally  bequests  of  his  perso¬ 
nal  belongings  and  of  the  furniture  he  had  made.  He  realized  the  blessing 
of  a  law  that  allowed  him  to  dispose  of  his  possessions  as  he  chose.  All 
his  living  children  had  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  war.  Only  Sally 
appeared  to  him  to  have  had  very  little  from  life.  Sally  had  been  de¬ 
prived  of  her  mother  in  early  childhood,  compelled  during  adolescence  to 
endure  the  excitements  and  fears  of  the  war,  and  bereft  of  everything  -- 
home,  business,  money  --  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad.  She  had 
lost  her  first  four  children  within  two  years.  Not  his  first  child  but 
the  last,  James  determined,  should  have  his  all,  the  little  farm  and  the 
house  Lafayette  built  "and  all  appurtainances . " 

For  favorite  grandchildren  and  nieces  and  for  his  Sabbath  School 
children,  James  wrote  elaborate  acrostics  which  he  illuminated  and  em¬ 
bellished  in  colors.  To  friends  he  wrote  letters,  and  some  of  those 
friends  thanked  him  for  counsel  that  from  another  would  have  appeared 
meddlesome  interference.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  of  long  standing,  he 
cautioned  against  her  persistent  animosity  toward  Mrs.  Buchanan  and  ad¬ 
monished  against  her  petty  jealousy: 

And  now,  my  dear  Christian  Sister,  as  I  have 
ventured  thus  far,  there  is  another  subject 
of  a  very  tender  and  delicate  character  which 
has  been  pressing  upon  my  mind  for  a  long  time 
and  I  trust  you  will  not  think  it  a  breach  of 
courtesy  or  an  impropriety  in  me  to  mention  the 


'James  Rogan,  Deeds  and  Wills 


Rogan  Papers. 


lo  tsbai»b  I’M.  a  :iw  gnUiivr  !>?•>_  Ldasiq  bad  a:  m.13  --..jo-  ‘so’1 

\ 

Jc,  >vft  aysb  i&anoi  e  '  io  s  iuJioi  slidlf  aril  d3lW  .nl#n>rn  vai  s  doldv 
»a  >q  i  ,  lo  ejasupsd  i  sqi-nrtq  ncqo  bsbjbab  ad  o3  b  <nlftmsT  97  ad*  jiwfi 

.sbfiat  bed  od  aiuJttrirt  ad*  io  bnt>  e^nigrioXad  Is/t 
•  lr-  •'  ;  BiioiBa-  aa.ocj  ••  j  d  io  oaoqeib  o*  mid  bswo  Ib  ib di  wsl  n  io 


-  »i  I  mo  :  '  a  1 3 u  j:  I  y7av  bad  avnd  oi  .  \r b  o,1  5a739qqs 
0  3r‘  03  Xofcl  b*j  ri^  >  !.oqi  ;o  .  ,b>odbj  :rfo  {lisa  ni  -jarfJoM  3  <’  ‘:o  bsv  •: 

’ v  0  -  'w  -} ;  o  i£:l  Lnc  sdfiorai  ::xa  id*  .nubna 

b>'d  9ri  '  ^  a  **  *  :  '  mo  iouiianoa  adi  ni  --  vanom  niaud  ^mod 

•  ein  o  J  nidi iv  na7bXirfo  tuoi  .leiii  iad  JeoX 

'  5  '  1  <  l  •  r  -’v  &d  blue  ’:s  i/iimisjdb  .■  nfrsL  ,  JiaX  ®d3 

isjiuqqs  IJs  fcaa"  *Xlud  ©auod 

I  ^  .  d  'aooBrt  ain  3ol  ,  aaoaXjr  brrr  n$7  I  i da basis  &-<  Xiiovsl  ‘<o  1 

bis  baisrr  v  jlii  doi  dv  ni  &o306  aisiotfsla  ?3oiw  earm..  L  ,u3ibXiri;> 

xli  lo  omc  -  bnis  ,€7s:n,3i  sioiw  ad  abnaili  oT  .auXoo  nj  bs/iuiUod 


birraaqqa  avsd  bfuow  n-fio-n  moii  Ifrij  iaanuoa  loi  t/H  b-»fntdj  afaasiii 


,  ribjifije  i/io  o  bna.xi  u  oi  isiiai  s  nl  ,iona7ai7a:jjii  omoaaXbbs/n 

3T;'  -  X 3 Jtsomi ns  jn:  <  1  •  7f»q  .  sd  » \  bbjioi 3uso 


.•ysuolcat  yiisq  19  Ja/iiago  berfainom 

svsd  3  I  e  tT£>3;  ?  ftBi.l;jiidO  *)‘49l  v.ri  t won  f  riA 

3->atdU8  IbriJon-.  r'.(  37  fid  3  3R>  ;.  \jd  1  b9lL'Jrr.JV 

rhlrfvr  1935s- ad".  9jf..bJtIsb  bn  i  xisv  s  ro 

'  ; 

io  ria£07d  e  i.i  xnibj  3on  XXiw  uo\  Ssji.I  I  bn 
sdj  rroJUftsm  o3  ni  jaiiqoTqmi  r  30  yaaiju-.o 


.  2 7 3 .. 17  rr  .gcfl  ,  5 X  I W  bn  gbosd  isl  ' 


205 


i 


I 

II 

M 


i 


matter.  I  allude  to  the  estrangement  on  your 
part  from  Mrs.  Buchanan....  We  are  all  fallible 
creatures....  Let  this  unfriendly  feeling  cease 
to  prevail....  I  know  I  will  rejoice....  The 
whole  community,  saint  and  sinner,  will  re¬ 
joice....  May  the  Lord  continue  to  comfort  you.^ 

To  his  onetime  neighbor's  son,  W.  T.  Stricklin,  who  had  said  of 
him,  "No  one  would  harm  him.  He  was  a  saintly  man,"  Rogan  expressed 
thoughts  in  his  old  age  that  had  been  restrained  when  he  was  younger. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  feel  much  concerned  in  view  of  your  con¬ 
dition,  and  I  trust  you  will  believe  me  to  be 
sincere  when  I  say  to  you  my  bosom  has  been 
thrilled  with  joy  and  gladness  in  the  statement 
you  give  of  the  resolutions  you  have  formed,  the 
pledges  you  have  made... that  you  will  never  more 
indulge  in  the  pernicious  deadly,  poisonous, 
intoxicating  bowl....^ 

Rogan  carried  on  an  extensive  correspondence  with  his  nieces 
and  nephews,  and  each  year  when  he  visited  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  he  had  the  company  of  various  young  ladies,  nieces  and  grand¬ 
daughters,  who  stopped  from  place  to  place  to  visit  relatives.  One  of 
Rogan' s  trips  extended  to  the  East  --  to  Frederick,  Washington,  Balti¬ 
more,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York  --  covering  the  old  route  both  he  and 
his  father  had  taken  on  innumerable  occasions,  including  battlefields 
that  had  personal  meaning.  While  in  New  York,  he  wrote  his  grand¬ 
daughter,  Lily,  that  he  was  contemplating  a  trip  around  the  world,  "first 
to  Dublin,  where  would  be  numerous  cousins. "5 


3 

James  Rogan  to  an  unnamed  friend,  April,  1881,  Rogan  Papers. 

^James  Rogan  to  W.  T.  Stricklin,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  n.d., 
Rogan  Papers. 

5james  Rogan  to  Lily  Rogan,  New  York,  n.d.,  Rogan  Papers. 
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Whether  Rogan  or  his  family  decided  against  the  voyage,  it  re¬ 
mained  only  a  dream,  but  the  old  traveler  returned  to  his  home  still  so 
much  under  the  influence  of  his  wanderlust  that  he  wrote  two  allegories 
embodying  his  desires.  One  was  a  factual  account  of  the  trip  he  had 
recently  completed,  written  in  the  style  of  the  Fire-Eaters ,  an  anonymous 
political  publication  which  had  appeared  before  the  war  and  caused  much 
controversy  between  the  Whigs  and  Democrats. 6  The  second  was  a  kind  of 
Pilgrim' s  Progress  which  emphasized  again  his  often  repeated  idea  that 
life  should  be  a  slow  but  steady  advancement  through  the  shoals  of  human 
failure  to  a  perfection  acquired  through  reunion  with  God.  Most  of  his 
figures  of  speech  dealt  with  travel,  and  in  his  last  year  he  wrote  of 
being  "on  the  oxcart  of  time."^ 

Rogan' s  mind  was  drawn  back  to  the  past  even  by  the  marriages 
of  the  family  grandchildren.  One  by  one  he  saw  familiar  names  of  his 
infancy  being  mingled  with  that  of  Rogan.  He  spoke  of  the  blood  of  the 
old  families  coursing  then  through  the  same  veins  as  in  earlier  days  the 
separate  families  had  flowed  through  the  same  frontier  paths.  Lynn, 
Bachman,  Patton,  Trigg,  Crockett,  Vance,  Heiskell,  Rutledge,  Henderson, 
Gamble,  Campbell,  Cloud  --  most  of  the  familiar  names  were  represented. 

One  by  one  in  various  places  James  recorded  the  names  and  dates 
of  the  states  as  they  were  admitted  to  the  Union,  often  adding  data 


Conversation  with  Dr.  Jefferson  D.  Burns,  Ripley,  Mississippi, 
April  6,  1931;  Chronicles  of  the  Fire-Eaters  (Brandon,  Mississippi,  1853). 


James  Rogan,  Sermon,  Rogan  Papers, 
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interesting  to  him.  There  had  been  fourteen  of  the  states  when  Daniel 
arrived  in  America;  there  were  thirty-eight  when  James  listed  them.  Al¬ 
ready  Daniel  Rogan's  descendants  lived  in  half  of  them,  as  many  as  had 
existed  at  the  time  of  his  arrival. 

In  1882  Stonewall  College  burned.  Ripley's  great  school  for 
girls  came  to  an  end.  Mrs.  Buchanan  moved  to  Pontotoc  to  become  princi¬ 
pal  of  Chickasaw  College,  followed  by  a  whole  entourage  of  little  Tippah 
County  girls,  including  Falkner's  Effie;  Sally's  little  Minnie;  Lafay¬ 
ette's  four  daughters;  and  Mrs.  Buchanan's  grandchildren,  Lewie  and  Hettie. 
The  Sabbath  School  was  strangely  empty  of  the  pretty  faces  Rogan  loved. 

He  decided  to  visit  his  relatives  in  Alabama  and  Tennessee  and  refreshed 
his  spirit  at  a  series  of  camp  meetings.  A  diary  kept  by  Rogan  on  an¬ 
other  trip,  in  his  eighty-first  year,  written  in  pencil  and  badly  faded, 
is  preserved. 8  On  June  8,  1878,  in  Rogersville  he  "dined  with  Colonel 
Netherland  and  Colonel  Heiskell.  Netherland  /was/  partially  paralyzed." 

He  called  also  on  the  Sevier  family.  On  the  seventeenth  he  visited 
Rotherwood  and  that  night  wrote  a  letter  to  F.  A.  Ross.  As  he  viewed 
the  rivers  in  the  old  vicinity  he  recorded  something  about  them,  the 
names  by  which  the  Indians  called  them  --  the  Holston  being  the  Coot- 
blu  or  Cherokee. 

On  August  14  Rogan  mentioned  for  the  first  time  the  yellow 
fever  epidemic  that  was  raging  in  Mississippi.  Letters  poured  in  from 
members  of  his  family  urging  him  to  remain  away  from  home.  On  August  24, 
determined  to  visit  scenes  familiar  from  his  flatboating  days,  he  climbed 


James 


Rogan,  Diary, 


1878-1879,  Rogan  Papers. 


£0£ 


4 


£s  nsG  lotlw  vsism  )d3  £o  Ji9o3*i_o'  it9  <J  bed  9iad'r  .inid  o3  enlSaaisSnlt 
.  ■£ • !  93^11  awnt,  Li  ,7  .'  .•  -yi .  .1  rr i  s-  >v?  ?■ -k;!  ;; bo^ts/tA  nl  fe^vina 

be  sxj  Yn.'.m  ?.b  , maria  :io  b  i erf  rtl  b vll  aiJiTSbnaoaob  a 'ns;  ofl  Isl.fiG  xbrsn. 


.  :  bv  7-tB  aid  >  ral  1  arfc.  nr  b.v-38ix-> 


ol  Xoorloa  369-sg  a'^slqia  .ban-ud  agsIIoO  JfAvanolS  £381  frit 
i  anf-jtq  sraoojd  o'  oo.  -yjno?  o3  £>■,  vo  n&a&flr.  -  •3  ',l.xN  .b  9  u*  oi  ,n  0  aliijj 
rfaqqjT  oiiuii  >0  Join?  ofcdw  a  ^d  bowoXXol  t9goHoO  wr.  i  oirfD  !o  laq 
Jain  li '  •  :■!  1  III  Jf.i'iilH  a  ’  jv/iX  i* gni  bt/Jbr.  -  «e  t7i$  ^iouoO 

H  bn  di*»J  l/T9*bXlrtob;'i  tg  3  isne/bud  .  eiM  &mj  ;  a  j^rf^ofib  cuo!  e’s^39 

• 

bovol  nr,i:o5  ds  >bi  y-JJeiq  erf  'io  ysqms  ^£95  ri3 a  row  XooAoS  ribiiddfiS  orfT 
b  ■  -*•*  brrf>  2  *es  >nnsT  ^  1A  n  a  tviJ&Im  aid  31. A  v  0.3  •'  •••bio  .0  *H 

.  a^ni 3 asm  qn.ao  lo  89.1  jaa  1  3  jlilqa  gJtd 
tbeb&"  ylbscf  bna  Xion9q  ni  rr^iiliw  SsTrll-x^gis  aid  nl  < <7^1 3  TarfJo 

M.f  i:.t tiq  vilBi  if.q  ^  aav  b>  "lr>  3*>,l  .XIjjIbIsH  Xi  ftoIoD  b  *  hr? nIjariJaH 

b  J :  iv  r!  :Jne:*.1r  ivt.;  ■  A  nO  .  vIj.7  .hI  vsH  y;f5  no  oe  byliuo  >H 
9'  ^  ’  '  -A  .  aeoXl  .A  . rj  j-j  c  >J3»I  i*  arJoiw  .tiigirr  rfBffo  bn*  boovrtaridoH 

- 'cm  D  nrf  -A' "  sd  noJaloH  sd.1  --  nerfi  bsllao  an£  1  bn  I  &rf“  rfoiriv  yd  aymfcn 


.-j:u.o  9/iO  no  uid 


vofisrtf  sriJ  sr  I’J  Jail  a.:'  3  10J  hanolSnsm  nsgoJS  A  3e  «guA  'tO 


-  o  r-  ft.'  ,f  ;i  .•..■■■ 

tftS  Jc-u^uA  n 0  .jwnofl  moii  ^cv;b  niarngi  mid  gnigiu  ^Xiaiisi  aid  lo  aiadmsrat 
'  sJ'Tiilo  jd  b  Qfjj  !BodjBr  aid  noil  iBlflrnttl  89riLO£  dle.  v  o3  b;  nlf aisbob 


.ei.oq&S  rwyoil  ,e£8i  -8£81  ,ytbIQ  tn&goSl  e&  )d 


8 


208 


a  knob  overlooking  the  Holston  and  saw  a  pheasant  for  the  first  time  in 

fifty  or  sixty  years.  He  walked  ten  miles  in  the  mountains.  A  few  days 

later  he  took  a  trip  on  horseback  through  the  mountains,  "mounting  my 

horse  from  the  ground  as  usual,  returning  to  James'  at  11  p.m.,"  he 

q 

recorded . 7 

After  his  return  to  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Maria,  Rogan 
heard  of  a  death  in  the  family  of  F.  A.  Ross  and  on  September  10  wrote 
another  letter  of  condolence.  On  November  18,  he  left  Talladega  for 
Ripley.  Again  in  the  following  November  he  was  in  Talladega  where  he 
found  Judge  Lewis  Wyeth  holding  court.  As  Rogan  entered  the  courtroom, 
Judge  Wyeth  came  down  from  the  bench  with  both  hands  extended  to  greet 
his  old  friend.  They  had  not  met  for  forty  years,  and  their  "hands  clung 
in  warm  grasp. 

In  the  last  year  of  his  life,  Rogan  visited  East  Tennessee 
again.  At  Rogersville  he  missed  Netherland,  who  had  recently  died. 

Going  on  to  Kingsport,  he  "stood  by  the  graves  of  the  patriarchs"  --  the 
Netherlands  and  the  Rogans .  At  the  graveside  of  his  parents  he  wept  for 
all  the  long  years  since  he  had  seen  them,  for  all  the  questions  about 
his  lineage  to  which  he  would  never  have  an  answer.  He  realized  that 
this  was  his  last  visit,  for  on  his  return  home  he  wrote  to  his  son, 
James,  that  he  felt  that  "the  life  forces  had  indeed  greatly  diminished . 


^Ibid .  ,  September  8  _et  seq  . 

^Rogan,  Memorandum,  Rogan  Papers. 

^James  Rogan  to  James  W.  Rogan,  Ripley,  Mississippi,  n.d.; 
James  Rogan,  Notes,  Rogan  Papers;  James  W.  Rogan,  Diary,  December,  1884. 
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In  December  his  son  James  visited  him. 

Back  at  home  in  March  Rogan  received  a  letter  which  opened  an 

old  wound  that  would  never  heal,  no  matter  how  submissive  his  own  spirit 

--  his  despair  because  of  the  "wicked  Rebellion." 

Talladega,  Alabama 
March  12,  1885 

Judge  Rogan 
Dear  Brother 

How  good  the  Lord  has  been  to  you  personally! 

I  often  think... it  is  a  great  blessing  to  live 
so  long,  especially  when  one  uses  his  life 
properly  as  you  have  done. 

I  have  long  intended  to  say  a  few  things  to 
you  in  regard  to  your  son  Captain  R.  H.  Rogan, 
with  whom  I  was  so  intimately  associated  in  the 
Virginia  Army.  Being  somewhat  acquainted  with 
him  at  home... we  were  associated  in  the  same  Mess. 

I  ate  and  slept  with  him... until  he  received  his 
fatal  wound.  I  cherished  hope  of  his  salvation. 

It  was  a  subject  we  discussed  frequently.... 

Only  a  short  time  before  his  final  battle  --  I 
think  about  a  month  before  --  he  came  to  my  tent 
and  talked  to  me  until  a  late  Jiour. . . .  An  officer 
in  the  Army  had  a  bad  chance  ]_ to  profess  openly/ 
and  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  give  it  atten¬ 
tion... but  he  was  quite  serious  about  it. 

Believe  me 
Your  friendl2 

James  Rogan  made  a  list  of  his  children,  all  Presbyterians  but 
Lafayette,  who  was  a  Methodist.  "They  are  all  Presbyterians,  every  one, 
and  I  am  convinced  rest  in  the  arms  of  Our  Blessed  Saviour  and  Lord. "13 


12 

"A  friend"  to  James  Rogan,  Talladega,  Alabama,  March  15,  1884, 
probably  the  Reverend  John  J.  Renfroe,  Chaplain  of  the  Tenth  Alabama 
Regiment.  Owen,  c>£.  cit .  ,  IV,  1427. 

1  8 

Rogan,  Notes,  Rogan  Papers. 
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James  wrote  at  the  same  time  a  letter  to  his  daughter,  Maria, 
telling  her  that  if  she  and  Mr.  Wood  wished,  as  she  had  recently  sug¬ 
gested,  to  come  for  him,  he  was  ready  to  make  his  summer  visit. ^  In 
April  the  Woods  journeyed  to  Ripley  and  for  the  last  time  escorted  the 
old  gentleman  to  their  home.l^ 

No  child  of  his  own  wrote  so  feelingly  of  James  as  did  his 
grandson  Charles,  John's  son  whom  he  had  sheltered  during  the  holocaust 
that  brought  the  father's  death. 

Grandpa,  James  Rogan,  died  at  Talledega,  Ala¬ 
bama,  September  9,  1885,  at  9:45  a.m.  of  con¬ 
gestion  of  the  lungs.  He  was  conveyed  by 
special  train  from  Talledega  to  Ripley,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  and  was  buried  there.  On  the  eighth 
he  ate  a  hearty  dinner,  was  taken  sick  at  4 
p.m.  and  died  the  next  morning. 

To  thy  fellowman  and  to  thy  God  the  world 
can  heartily  say,  "Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant."  By  your  decease  the  world 
has  been  deprived  of  a  good  man,  a  useful  man, 
a  model  man,  a  devoted  Christian  soldier  and  a 
monument  to  God. 16 

In  Frederick,  Maryland,  Catherine  Sue  Markell  pasted  a  clipping 
to  an  acrostic.  "Mr.  J.  P.  Wood  and  wife,  son-in-law  and  daughter  of  the 
late  James  Rogan. .. arrived  with  the  remains  of  the  late  James  Rogan  on 
the  train  on  Thursday. "I?  The  elegantly  embellished  acrostic  read: 


l^James  Rogan  to  Maria  Rogan  Wood,  March  21,  1885,  Rogan  Papers. 

15j  ames  W.  Rogan,  Diary,  September,  1884— October ,  1887,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1885. 

1 6 

Charles  Rogan,  Note,  Brownwood,  Texas,  October  7,  1885,  Rogan 

Papers . 

1 7 Rip ley  Advertiser,  September  16,  1885;  Markell  Diary,  II,  flyleaf. 
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« 


My  dear  Sue, 


Can  you  realize,  Morning  of  life  has  passed  away? 
Such  is  the  fact,  more  and  more  visible  every  day. 
Useless  to  conceal  the  great  and  Solem  truth 
Ever,  No  More  to  be  numbered  with  the  youth. 


Midday  life,  too,  swiftly  speeding  its  flight 
Admonishing  us  that  our  days  soon  will  be  hid 
in  night. 

Remember,  soon  old  age  follows  with  rapid  speed. 
Keeping  us  mindful  of  the  constant  aid,  of  need. 
Eternity  now  boldly  stares  us  in  the  face. 

Loving  Savior  gives  us  grace  to  win  the  race. 
Lasting  joys  will  then  be  our  happy  lot, 
Impressed  upon  the  soul,  never  to  be  forgot. 


Your  uncle 
James 


In  his  88th  year-*-® 

Many  people  great  and  small  paid  tribute  to  James  Rogan.  Wil¬ 
liam  Falkner,  author  and  financier,  in  arranging  for  the  special  train 
symbolized  the  words  and  deeds  of  others.  But  James  Rogan  hardly  needed 


adulation  and  orations.  As  his  grandson  had  said,  his  life  was  his 


monument.  In  the  Tippah  hills  not  far  from  the  Hatchie  Rivers,  he  had 
his  wish  and  conquered  his  last  stream.  In  the  Talledega  hills  the  river 
of  his  life  became  but  a  trickle,  and  he  "made  the  last  easy  step  across. 


18 


James  Rogan  to  C.  Sue  Markell,  April  9,  1883,  Rogan  Papers. 
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ABSTRACT 

James  Rogan  (1797-1885),  the  son  of  an  Irish  immigrant,  was 
born  near  Fincastle,  Virginia,  when  that  place  was  the  crossroads  of 
the  trails  leading  southbound  migrants  to  various  regions  of  the  southern 
interior.  In  the  continuing  movement  the  Rogans  joined  other  pioneers 
and  with  them  helped  to  establish  new  communities  in  new  states. 

From  the  first  the  Rogans  engaged  in  trade  and  transportation, 
using  horses,  wagons,  and  boats  for  delivering  merchandise  on  the 
frontier.  At  twelve  James  Rogan  first  became  a  river  boatman,  a  pur¬ 
suit  he  followed  for  thirty  years  on  Tennessee  and  Alabama  waters. 
Associated  with  the  King  and  the  White  families,  early  industrialists 
of  the  Holston  Valley,  James  Rogan' s  first  ventures  were  centered  around 
the  Abingdon-Kingsport  area.  His  chief  cargoes  were  iron  and  salt. 

After  a  trip  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans  with  a  flotilla  of 
boats  laden  with  cotton  and  a  return  over  the  Natchez  Trace,  James  Rogan 
moved  his  family,  composed  of  his  wife  --  the  former  Sarah  Netherland  -- 
and  two  infants,  to  Gunter's  Landing  in  Alabama,  at  a  time  when  the  place 
was  still  Indian  territory.  A  few  years  later  he  moved  to  Ashville,  Ala¬ 
bama.  At  that  point  he  developed  a  complex  career  when  he  became  Judge 
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of  the  County  Court,  poastmaster,  founder  of  the  local  Presbyterian  Church, 
cofounder  of  the  Ashville  Academy,  state  legislator,  and  merchant.  He 
operated  a  trading  station  in  Cherokee  County  amid  the  Indians,  a  tannery, 
and  a  blacksmith's  shop.  Also,  he  bought  both  town  property  and  county 
farm  lands,  acquiring  his  first  slaves  during  this  period. 

When  some  of  Rogan's  friends  began  moving  to  Mississippi  where 
new  segments  from  the  Indian  Cessions  were  being  opened,  he  followed  and 
purchased  land  near  Ripley,  Tippah  County,  in  the  high  hills  of  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  state.  Soon  he  was  made  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court 
for  that  large  county.  He  also  farmed  with  the  aid  of  his  sons  and  his 
slaves.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1854,  he  never  remarried.  While 
rearing  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  well  as  helping  with  the  rearing, 
education,  and  employment  of  several  brothers  and  nephews,  Rogan  again 
lent  his  support  to  the  foundation  of  schools. 

When  war  came,  although  Rogan  held  loyal  sentiments,  his  five 
sons  joined  the  Confederate  army.  Three  of  these  sons  were  lost  and  a 
fourth  was  imprisoned.  After  the  war  he  spent  years  vainly  trying  to 
recover  the  value  of  a  portion  of  his  resources  which  the  Union  Army 
had  confiscated. 

Although  he  was  a  simple,  unschooled  man,  Rogan  had  many  friends 
among  the  prominent  men  of  his  day,  from  John  Sevier  to  the  noted  Colonel 
William  Falkner.  An  ardent  churchman,  revivalist,  and  outstanding  Pres¬ 
byterian  layman,  he  devoted  much  of  his  energies  to  religious  work.  A 
letter  writer,  diarist,  and  traveler,  he  lived  a  long,  honorable,  and 
eventful  life. 
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Photographs  of  Documents  Relative 
to  the  Confederate  Service  of 


John  N.,  Lafayette,  and  Richard  C.  Rogan. 
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of  "the  Tenth  Regiment  of  Alabama  Volunteers, 
Sanders*  old  Brigade,  Anderson’s  Division, 
Hill’s  Corps,  Gen.  Lee’s  army ;  mustered  into 
Confederate  service  June  4,  18GI,  for  tliree 
years  or  tire  War.” 
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